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Abducted schoolgirl 
rescued, one arrested
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Police rescued a schoolgirl, abducted from Dharla river basin Banagram 
village under Kulaghat union in Sadar upazila of December 16, from 
Chattogram on Saturday night.

The law enforcers also detained one Shakil Ahmed from the spot for his 
alleged involvement in the abduction.

Police first confirmed Shakil’s location by tracking his mobile number 
and then conducted a drive in Chattogram and rescued the victim, 
Sub Inspector (SI) of Sadar Police Station Mrigendra Nath, also the 
investigation officer (IO) of the case, said. 

Quoting the victim’s family members, SI Mrigendra said Shakil picked 
up the girl, a Class VI student at a local school, on December 16 and took 
her to one of his relatives’ house in Chattogram.

Meanwhile, police are yet to arrest the culprit and rescue another 
schoolgirl, abducted from Kalmati village under Khuniyagachh union in 
the same upazila about three weeks ago.

Victim’s family members said Manowarul Islam, 26, son of Ashraf Ali 
of the area, and his men picked up the schoolgirl, a Class VIII student, 
from the village on November 13. 

Father of the abducted victim alleged that although SI Halimur Rahman, 
also IO of the case, is assuring them that they would rescue their daughter 
soon but no steps have been taken yet to rescue the victim.

3 passengers hurt 
in robbers attack
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

At least three passengers of a night coach 
were injured when members of a robbers’ 
gang attacked them on a running vehicle 
early yesterday.

Police, however, arrested a suspected 
female member of the gang.

The arrestee, Nazmun Nahar, 30, is wife 
of Selim Sheikh of Noyapara village under 
Ghoraghat upazila.. 

Additional Superintendent of Police 
(Birganj Circle) Mithun Sarkar said eight 
people in guise of passengers boarded on 
a Ranishankoil-bound bus from Dhaka on 
Sunday night. 

When the bus was crossing Gaibandha’s 
Gobindaganj upazila around 5:00am 
the robbers took control of the vehicle 
and started snatching valuables from the 
passengers.  However, sensing danger, 
helper of the bus jumped off the running 
bus called 999 for help. 

Man arrested 
for raping 
minor girl
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Police arrested a man early 
Sunday in connection with 
a case for raping an eight-
year-old girl in Jashore’s 
Abhaynagar upazila on 
Thursday.

The arrestee, Jahidul 
Islam, 40, is an office 
assistant at Abhaynagar 
Upazila Local Government 
Engineering Department 
(LGED). 

Earlier, victim’s mother 
lodged a case with 
Abhaynagar Police Station 
against Jahidul on Saturday 
night. 

According to the case 
statement, the minor girl 
and her parents lives at a 
slum next to Abhaynagar 
upazila parishad. 

When the girl went to the 
upazila parishad premises 
on Thursday afternoon, 
Jahidul lured the girl to 
the rooftop of the LGED 
building and raped her.

Hearing her screams, 
when people nearby rushed 
to the spot Jahidul fled the 
scene, Officer in Charge 
(OC) of Abhaynagar Police 
Station Tajul Islam said.

Several of the 40 beehives in the house, in Sadar upazila of Rajbari, which is drawing 

a good crowd every day. The photo was taken recently.

40 beehives in one house!
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A two storey house under construction 
in Sadar upazila of Rajbari has 
become home to thousands of live 
bees that made nearly 40 hives in and 
outside the house.   

People from near and far now 
come to see the house, in Rajendrapur 
village under Ramkantapur union, 
where the bees have been making 
hives since 2015.    

At first they made eight hives in 
different places of the house and 
they made 15 hives the next year, 
said house owner Sekendar Munshi, 
an expatriate worker in Saudi Arabia. 

Out of those, bees stayed in three 
hives in the house throughout the 
year and they have been making 
more hives every year, whenever 
flowers of mustard, mango and litchi 
are in bloom, he added. 

During a visit to the house on a 
Friday afternoon, this correspondent 
saw several dozens of beehives in 
different spots inside the building 
and on mango and kaalo jaam (also 
known as black plum, jamun or 
jambul elsewhere in the world) trees 
within the building compound. 

Like many others, Neetish Bishwas 

also came to see the house from 
Indurdi village in Baliakandi upazila. 

He said, “I came to see the house 
today after hearing about it from one 
of the elders in the village. It’s really 
amazing -- so many beehives in one 
place!”

The bees arrive around the same 
time every year and rebuild the hives 
on the same spots, said homeowner 
Sekendar. “No one in my house 
causes any disturbance to the bees 
and they [the bees] never harm 

anyone.
“I’ve got no training on 

beekeeping or extraction of honey 
or its preservation. So, I have a 
professional honey collector who 
extracts the honey for me from the 
beehives three or four times a year, in 
a span of about five months.”

A good amount of the honey is 
collected when mustard flowers are 
in bloom and a smaller amount 
is collected when mango or litchi 
flowers bloom.

After giving the honey collector 
his share of the honey, the remainder 
of the honey that Sekendar receives 
is given away to mosque goers and 
students of madrasas in the area, he 
added.  

Honey collector Shariful Islam, 
who has been extracting honey from 
Sekendar’s house, said he extracted 
total 120 kilograms of honey from 
beehives in the house last year and 
his share was half of it.

This year he hopes to get around 
150 kg of honey from the 40 beehives 
and so far he extracted 16 kg.

The honey sells for Tk 1,000 a 
kg, he said, adding that people from 
distant places also come to his house 
to buy it from him.

People from near and 

far now come to see 

the house, in Rajen-

drapur village under 

Ramkantapur union, 

where the bees have 

been making hives 

since 2015.
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Panchagarh municipality 
gets first female mayor
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Jakia Khatun, Panchagarh district unit 
general secretary of Mohila Awami League, 
has been elected as the first female mayor 
of the municipality on December 28.

Even AL-backed candidate has secured 
the mayoral post in the party’s ticket for the 
first time after establishing the municipality 
in 1985.       

Jakia Khatun secured 
12,056 votes with 
boat symbol while 
her nearest contestant 
BNP-backed candidate 
Touhidul Islam and 
also sitting mayor of the 
municipality, who was 
earlier elected five times 
for the post, bagged 
9,475 votes, said District 
Election Officer and 
Returning Officer Md 
Alamgir said.  

Meanwhile, Jatiya 
Ganotantrik Party 
( J a g p a ) - b a c k e d 
candidate Shahrier Alam 
Biplab got 448 votes with hukka symbol.

From 8:00am to 4:00pm, 21,167 votes 
had been cast at 15 polling centres of the 
municipality, said the officer, adding that 
the total number of voters at the centres are 
35,011.

In the election, there were three mayoral 

candidates and 37 general councillor 
candidates while 16 were councillor 
candidates for the reserved seat for women.  

While talking to The Daily Star, Zakia 
said she was involved in student politics of 
BCL while staying in her paternal house in 
Dinajpur.  

After the marriage she came to 
Panchagarh with her 
husband as it was his 
workplace.  She then 
joined Dr Abeda Hafiz 
School and College 
in Panchagarh as an 
assistant teacher. 

Apart from her 
teaching profession, 
she started politics with 
Awami League and 
became women affair 
secretary of Panchagarh 
municipality unit 
Awami League in 2001, 
said Jakia. 

She was made district 
unit general secretary 
of Bangladesh Mohila 

Awami League in 2007 through the 
district conference and became the central 
committee member of Bangladesh Mohila 
Awami League in 2017. 

Jakia Khatun got party nomination for 
mayoral post from Awami League in 2015 
and lost the race.

Jakia Khatun

A mobile court seized this migratory birds from a hunter in Habiganj’s Bahubal upazila on Sunday evening. 

The court led by Bahubal Upazila Nirbahi Officer Snigdha Talukder later sentenced the man to one month 

imprisonment under Wildlife (Conservation and Security) Act, 2012. PHOTO: STAR


