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People from the Hindu community hold signs and banners to condemn 

the attack on a century-old Hindu temple in northwestern Pakistan, 

during a protest outside Supreme Court building in Karachi, Pakistan 

yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

UN condemns 
Iran’s ‘appalling’ 
execution of 
young offenders
AFP, GENEVA

The UN yesterday voiced outrage at 
the execution of a man in Iran who 
was only 16 when he committed his 
alleged crime, marking the fourth 
juvenile offender put to death in the 
country this year.

The UN human rights office said 
that Mohammad Hassan Rezaiee was 
executed early yesterday.

It did not provide further details 
about Rezaiee or the crime he was 
convicted of, allegedly committed 
when he was 16.

But according to Amnesty 
International, he was arrested in 2007 
in connection with the fatal stabbing 
of a man in a brawl and had spent 
more than 12 years on death row. 

“The execution of child offenders 
is categorically prohibited under 
international law and Iran is 
under the obligation to abide by 
this prohibition,” UN rights office 
spokeswoman Ravina Shamdasani 
said in a statement.

Judicial
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loss of our two boys and 
caused injury to some. My 
heartfelt sympathies go out 
to the bereaved families 
and to the injured persons. 
A judicial inquiry has 
already been ordered to 
ascertain the causes which 
resulted in this tragedy. The 
government and the people 
-- and all political and 
other organisations-- have a 
common interest to ensure 
that such an incident does 
not recur so that everyone 
can enjoy the fruits of a 
peaceful democratic society 
in Bangladesh.”  
WALDHEIM CALLS 

FOR WORLD HELP TO 

BANGLADESH 

A worldwide billion-
dollar relief effort 
saved Bangladesh from 
stagnation in 1972 but 
the outlook is even more 
threatening in the new year, 
UN Secretary General Kurt 
Waldheim says today. He 
asks world nations to put 
up grain or money to make 
up 2.5 million tonnes 
of the 6.7-million-tonne 
shortage of wheat and rice 
facing Bangladesh in the 
new year. 
Source: January 2, 1973 
issues of Dainik Bangla, The 
Bangladesh Observer and 
Ittefaq. 

China confirms 
Uighur doctor 
jailed for 
‘terrorism’
AFP, BEIJING

A Uighur Muslim doctor has been 
jailed on terrorism charges, Beijing 
confirmed yesterday, a day after her 
family told US politicians she had 
been sentenced to 20 years. 

Gulshan Abbas vanished into 
detention two years ago, but her 
relatives told a US congressional 
committee Wednesday that the 
58-year-old had been sentenced to 20 
years in prison because of activism on 
behalf of Uighurs.

Rights groups say an estimated 
one million Uighurs and other Turkic 
minorities languish in detention 
camps in China’s northwestern 
Xinjiang region in prison-like 
conditions.

China insists they are “vocational 
training centres”, but activists say 
inmates face torture and forced 
labour. 

“Gulshan Abbas has been 
sentenced according to the law by 
Chinese judicial organs for taking 
part in organised terrorism, aiding 
terrorist activities and seriously 
disrupting social order,” foreign 
ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin 
told reporters.

Faridpur AL
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Faridpur. Eleven others 
accused, including Sajjad, 
were earlier arrested from 
different places on different 
dates.

Of them, 10, including 
Sajjad and Jafar, are now in 
jail, while two are on out 
bail. Sajjad and five others 
have already given their 
confessional statements 
before the magistrates.

SM Miraj Al Mahmud, 
a CID inspector, lodged 
the case against Sajjad and 
Jafar under the money 
laundering act with Kafrul 
Police Station on June 26.

According to the case 
statement, the two amassed 
huge amounts of wealth 
after they won contracts, 
through manipulation, 
from various government 
departments in the district, 
including LGED, BRTA and 
the roads and highways 
division, since 2010.

They were also allegedly 
involved in drug smuggling 
and land grabbing.

Meanwhile, they became 
owners of around 23 buses, 
several trucks and cars.

Japan to launch 
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Not only would wooden satellites be 
better for the environment, but they 
could also allow for new and simpler 
designs if used to make a craft’s outer 
shell.

This is because electromagnetic 
signals pass more easily through 
wood — meaning that antennas could 
be placed within, rather than outside, 
the satellite body.

The Japanese team of experts said 
they hope their first wooden satellite 

would be ready to launch into space 
by the year 2023.

At present, space satellites are 
typically made up of aluminium and 
its alloys — as the metal is relatively 
cheap as well as being lightweight and 
durable. 

Aluminium-based components 
have the benefit of being able 
to withstand both extremes of 
temperature and bombardment by 
space radiation. 

World begins
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Plans to allow crowds were 
scrapped amid a cluster of 
around 150 new infections 
that have seen travel to 
and from Sydney severely 
restricted.

“I think everybody is 
looking towards 2021 as 
a fresh beginning and a 
fresh start,” Karen Roberts, 
among the lucky few 
who were allowed past 
checkpoints around the 
area, told AFP at a bar 
nestled under the Sydney 
Opera House.

In Tokyo, residents faced 
the prospect a state of 
emergency being imposed 
after a daily record 1,300 
new coronavirus infections 
were recorded in the last 24 
hours.

Italy -- where shocking 
images of makeshift 
morgues and exhausted 
medics awoke the world to 
the severity of the crisis -- is 
on a nationwide lockdown 
until January 7 and a 10:00 
pm curfew is in place.

From France to Latvia 
to Brazil, police and -- in 
some cases -- military 
personnel were being 
deployed to make sure 
night-time curfews or bans 
on large gatherings are 
enforced.

In hard-hit London, 
74-year-old American 
singer-songwriter Patti 
Smith rang in the New Year 
with a tribute to National 
Health Service workers who 
have died from Covid-19, 
projected on the screen 
at Piccadilly Circus and 
streamed on YouTube.
SOCIAL GATHERING

Thousands were expected 
to attend a fireworks and a 
laser show in Dubai at the 
Burj Khalifa, the world’s 
tallest tower, despite a slew 
of new cases.

All those attending the 
event -- whether at a public 
place, hotel or restaurant 
-- were required to wear 
masks and register with QR 
codes.

JS watchdog
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investigate irregularities in toll 
collection.

The other member of the 
committee is Jatiya Party MP Abu 
Hossain Babla of Dhaka-7.

The committee was asked to hand 
its report to the standing committee 
in three months.

Enamul told The Daily Star 
that the standing committee had 
earlier asked the transport ministry 
to submit a report to it about the 
allegations.

“The ministry submitted its report. 
But the standing committee didn’t 
accept it, due to loopholes in the 
investigation,” added Enamul.

That’s why the parliamentary 
committee yesterday formed a sub-
committee to thoroughly investigate 
the matter, he said.

Another two-member sub-
committee was formed to look 
into the allegations that the road 
transport and bridges department 
awarded multiple tenders to the same 
company.

Shaikh Salahuddin of Khulna-2 
is the convener and Salim Uddin 
Tarafdar of Naogaon-3 is the member 
of this sub-committee which was 
asked to hand in its report in next 
two months.

The third sub-committee headed 
by Rejwan Ahammad Taufiq 
of  KIshoreganj-4 was asked to 
investigate alleged irregularities 
in giving lease and management 
of different resorts, parks, tourist 
attractions, lands and other 
properties near the Bangabandhu 
Bridge.

Abu Zahir of Habiganj-3 is the 
member of this sub-committee which 
was asked to submit its report in two 
months.

Banker turns racketeer 
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involved in the racket.
“We are trying to arrest the others 

involved in this racket,” Kamrul 
Ahsan, additional DIG of CID Cyber 
Police, told a press briefing at its 
headquarters in the capital’s Malibagh 
yesterday.

The CID officials, who raided the 
Keshorhat duplex on December 30, 
were stunned to see Manik’s assets. 
The house is fitted with pricey tiles 
and marbles. Large screen TV was in 
the living room. Tempered glass was 
fitted on the ceiling.

They said the duplex was worth Tk 
4-5 crore.

The law enforcement agency found 
a vault with a good amount of gold 
ornaments. Besides, they found four 
diaries where Manik wrote down 
the money he took from applicants 
to help them get into universities or 
banks.

So far, the CID has got cheques 
worth Tk 3.39 crore. The amount may 
increase, they said.

Apart from the duplex, Manik also 
owns a mango orchard.

Owning such huge assets is not 
normal for a person coming from a 
middle-class family, the CID officials 
said.

One of his two siblings is a doctor 
and the other one runs a grocery shop.

The grocery shop -- M/S Reba 
Traders -- maintains an account with 
Agrani Bank Ltd. Some transactions 
through the account are dubious, said 
a CID official, adding that they are 
looking into the transactions.
THE RACKET

The CID was investigating a case 
filed by SM Kamrul Ahsan, chief 
security officer of Dhaka University, 
with Tejgaon Police Station after a 
student, Nafiul Islam Tahsin, was 
found cheating in the DU “Ka” unit 
admission tests in 2018 at Tejgaon 
Government Science College. Nafiul 
was arrested at that time.

Following the case, the CID arrested 
Rakibul Hasan Shanto, 25, a former 
DU student, and Janata Bank official 
Hasan Mahmud, 22, who allegedly 
provided answers to the questions, 
and his cousin Rasheduzzaman Sajib, 

36, an English teacher at Saifur’s 
coaching centre. 

The three gave confessional 
statements before a Dhaka court 
recently.

Based on Shanto’s statements, the 
CID conducted drives in Rajshahi on 
December 30 and arrested Manik and 
two of his accomplices -- Shafiqul 
Islam, 30, and Ripon Kumar, 26.

So far, the racket has been found 
involved in allowing people to cheat 
in six admission and bank recruitment 
tests -- twice in combined job exams 
of seven banks and twice in DU “A” 
unit entry tests in 2017 and 2018 and 
once in Bangladesh Bank job tests, 
said investigators.

Recently, Shafiqul, for Manik, 
collected Tk 12-14 lakh from each of 
eight people for bank jobs, said an 
investigator.

The official said the racket managed 
the whole process in three ways -- 
getting students interested, getting 
people who would provide answers 
to the questions, and exam centre 
management.

“For each centre, they used to 
allocate Tk 2 lakh to manage some 
unscrupulous people, including 
teachers, to overlook their activities so 
that they can operate their activities 
smoothly,” the official added.

After collecting interested applicants, 
they created a WhatsApp group.

Some 10-15 minutes before the 
exams began, the racket used to get the 
question paper. Instantly, an applicant 
or a teacher sent the question paper to 
the WhatsApp group.

The people involved in providing 
answers to the questions then took 
charge. 

“Within 15 minutes, the whole 
questions had answers,” said a CID 
official.

The CID said the racket made a 
hefty amount doing this for several 
years.

Manik was placed on a three-day 
remand, while Shafiqul and Ripon 
were granted a one-day remand 
yesterday.

After further investigation, a money 
laundering case will also be filed 
against them, said the CID.

28 more die
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positive. 
Bangladesh is seeing 3015.21 

infections, 2,686.09 recoveries and 
44.38 deaths per million, the DGHS 
said. 

The government has been warning 
of a second wave of Covid-19 in 
winter and urging people to properly 
follow health safety measures. It has 
adopted a “no mask, no service” 
policy. 

On Monday, the government 
announced that the country would 
get Covid-19 vaccines for some 45 
million people by May-June next year. 

“We’ll get 30 million doses for 15 
million people at the end of January 
or early February next year. Sixty 
million more doses for 30 million 
people will arrive by May-June,” 
Cabinet Secretary Khandker Anwarul 
Islam told the media. 

2020 worse than past
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harassment and subsequent arrest has 
been increased. At least 129 cases were 
filed under DSA in 2020 where 268 
people were made accused, it added. 
HEALTH SITUATION 

The report said public suffering was 
a regular scenario in the beginning 
of the pandemic with denial of 
treatment by various public and 
private hospitals, Covid-19 test report 
forgery and artificial crisis of various 
life-saving elements including oxygen. 

It observed that the shortcomings 
of Bangladesh’s preparedness became 
apparent after the first detection of 
Covid-19 cases in March. 

The doctors and medical staffers 
later on provided service to patients 
including Covid-19 positive ones, 
putting their lives at risk which has 
been appreciated. 

At least 127 doctors died with 
Covid-19 infection while at least 82 
police and Rab members died with 
infection while discharging duties, 
ASK mentioned in its report. 
KILLING IN SHOOTOUT 

At least 188 people were killed in 
so-called shootouts or crossfires, the 
report said. The number of shootouts, 
however, decreased drastically after 
July 31 when Teknaf police shot a 
retired Army Major Sinha Mohammad 
Rashed Khan in the name of shootout. 
DEATH IN CUSTODY 

At least 11 people were killed in law 
enforcers’ custody after their arrest. 
Besides, five others were tortured to 
death by the law enforcers before their 
arrest. 
ABDUCTION AND ENFORCED 

DISAPPEARANCE 

Six people were victims of enforced 
disappearance or abduction in 2020. 
Of them, four were later shown 
arrested by law enforcers while two 

others are still missing. 
For example, journalist Shafiqul 

Islam Kajol went missing after he 
came out of his Hatirpool office on 
March 10, a day after a ruling party 
lawmaker filed a case against him and 
31 others under Digital Security Act. 

Fifty-three days after his 
disappearance, Kajol was found 
in Benapole but was subsequently 
arrested and sent to jail. 
WOMEN’S RIGHTS SITUATION 

As many as 201 women were sexually 
assaulted last year and 14 of them 
died by suicide. At least 14 persons 
including 11 males were killed while 
protesting the incidents. 

Besides, 554 women faced domestic 
violence and of them 367 were killed 
while 90 others died by suicide while 
423 faced domestic violence in 2019. 
ABUSE AND KILLING OF CHILDREN 

A total of 589 children were killed 
while 1,018 children were among rape 
victims and 279 others were sexually 
assaulted. The number of children 
killed in 2019 was 488. 
BORDER KILLINGS 

At least 49 Bangladeshi citizens 
have been killed along the India-
Bangladesh border by Indian Border 
Security Force in 2020. 

The rights body said at least 15 
people were killed in 2018 while the 
number rose to 43 in 2019. 

At the programme, ASK Executive 
Director Golam Monowar Kamal 
presented a 10-point recommendation 
including stern action against those 
involved in corruption in health 
sector. 

The Ask reiterated its demand to 
form independent inquiry committee 
for impartial investigation into extra 
judicial killings, deaths in custody, 
incidents of enforced disappearance. 


