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While the rest of Europe went into holiday to
celebrate Christmas and New Year, English football
braced for an action-packed week. Cristiano
Ronaldo of Juventus took his family to Dubai while
Barcelona’s Lionel Messi went to Rosario with his
family. English clubs had no scope for such luxury
as they were back in training for the weekend’s
Premier League fixtures. Defending champions
and league leaders Liverpool, who take on West
Bromwich Albion on Sunday, paused training for a
moment with the cameras clicking for the Christmas
caps thrown into the air.
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SA seek to change
fortunes against SL

AFP, Centurion

South Africa and Sri Lanka
will end a lengthy Covid-
induced break from Test
cricket when the first of two
world championship Test
matches starts at SuperSport
Park in Centurion on Saturday.

Neither side has played a red-ball
international since January, when South
Africa finished 3-1 losers in a home
series against England while Sri Lanka
were winning a two-match series 1-0 in
Zimbabwe.

Sri Lanka can call on most of the players
who shocked the Proteas by winning both
Tests on their previous tour of South Africa
two seasons ago.

On paper, South Africa are weaker than
they were in that previous series with
their entire fast bowling attack of Dale
Steyn, Kagiso Rabada, Vernon Philander
and Duanne Olivier missing through
retirement, injury or, in the case of Olivier,
the lure of the British pound.

The Sri Lanka series also marked the end
of the distinguished Test career of batsman
Hashim Amla.

There has been a change of captaincy,
with Faf du Plessis having resigned,
although he remains as a player.

Wicketkeeper Quinton de Kock, South

Africa’s leading Test batsman last season,
has accepted what amounts to a caretaker
role for the 2020/21 season only.

De Kock’s appointment has echoes of
that of Dimuth Karunaratne, the Sri Lankan
opening batsman, who was announced as a
“stand-in” captain for the 2018/19 tour but
did such a good job of instilling a positive
attitude in his players that he has remained
at the helm.

Conditions, though, will be significantly
different, with the matches being played on
the fast, bouncy pitches of Centurion and
Johannesburg instead of the slower, coastal
surfaces in Durban and Port Elizabeth
where Sri Lanka prevailed last time.

Despite having a completely different
fast bowling attack, South Africa’s bowlers
will present a tough challenge to the
visiting batsmen.

Anrich Nortje is one of the fastest
bowlers in the world, while Lungi Ngidi has
returned to form after a series of injuries.

Glenton Stuurman could win a first
cap as a like-for-like replacement for the
naggingly accurate Philander.

Key for Sri Lanka will be the expected
return of Kusal Perera. The left-hander
played a career-defining innings when he
made 153 not out in the first Test in Durban
on the previous tour, turning what seemed
likely to be a South African win into a
thrilling one-wicket victory for the tourist.

A Bangladesh Navy player scores against
Bangladesh Army during the final of the
Bangabandhu Victory Day Basketball Tournament
at the Dhanmondi Gymnasium yesterday. Navy won
the match 77-40 to take the title of the six-team
tournament which got underway on December 20.
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TEN 1 & SONY SIX
Australia vs India
Second Test (Day 2)
Live from 5:30 am

PTV SPORTS
New Zealand vs Pakistan Palace
First Test (Day 2)

Live from 4:00 am

STAR SPORTS SELECT 1
Premier League
Leicester City vs
Manchester United (Sunday)
(Sunday) Live from 6:30 pm
Aston Villa vs Crystal

Live from 9:00 pm
Arsenal vs Chelsea
(Sunday) Live from 11:30 pm

Manchester City vs
Newcastle United
Live from 2:00 am

STAR SPORTS SELECT 2
Premier League

Fulham vs Southampton
Live from 9:00 pm
Sheffield United vs Everton
Live from 2:00 am (Sunday)

Isolated and ignored: The
plight of local coaches

MazHAR UDDIN

Coaching in any sport is a
prestigious profession and
the remuneration on offer
is also at a standard that
encourages others to take
up this noble profession as

a career.

There are understandable discrepancies
depending on the country and sport,
with an international football coach or a
football club manager at a top level earning
a lot more compared to cricket coaches
around the world.

But there is also a huge difference when
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Mohammad Salahuddin

the handful of international coaches are
compared to local coaches who hunt
talents from the grassroot level.

Bangladesh cricket has come a long way
since getting Test status two decades ago,
but the local coaches are unfortunately
yet to get exposure and trust from the
Bangladesh Cricket Board.

Local coaches have faced setbacks for
their inability to adapt to the latest coaching
methods and it is a matter of fact that there
are very few coaches in Bangladesh who can
match international standards. But a lack
of encouragement from the BCB is a big
reason many do not opt for the profession.

Recently, Mohammad Salahuddin, a top
grade coach and mentor to national team
stalwarts such as Shakib Al Hasan, said that
he would discourage prospects from taking
up coaching as a profession due to the
meagre pay scales.

The experienced coach lamented the
remuneration on offer at the Bangabandhu
T20 Cup, where four Grade A players were
paid Tk 15 lakh each. The lowest grade
players received Tk 4 lakh each, but head
coaches were paid less than half that.
Assistant coaches earned around Tk 1-1.5
lakh while trainers and other coaching staff
received significantly less.

“I am not taking any fees right now

[for this tournament]. I work at Gazi
Group. I am very ashamed of the coaches’
remuneration. I have always wanted
coaches to come to Bangladesh and more
players to think of a career in coaching.

I always hoped they would be able to
live with a good status. It seems to me that
I will never tell anyone to take up coaching
as a profession for such fees,” Salahuddin
said on December 17 after conducting a
practice session with Chattogram ahead
of their clash with Gemcon Khulna in the
final.

There are a total of 15 High Performance
senior coaches under the BCB's game
development programme. These coaches

Sarwar Imran

receive a monthly salary starting at Tk
80,000. A total of twelve divisional coaches,
who are also part of the BCB’s HP set-up,
receive monthly salaries between Tk 50,000
to 70,000. 63 district coaches receive a
monthly salary between Tk 15,000 to
25,000.

Among those BCB-contracted coaches,
very few get the opportunity to work during
the Bangladesh Premier League or the
Dhaka Premier League and miss out on
earnings of 2-8 lakhs per season.

One of the biggest concerns that local
coaches have is a lack of job security as the
BCB only employs coaches on a contractual
basis. They do not have a set retirement
policy for long-serving coaches and
although they receive a 25 per cent bonus
in the festive season, those who work in
close liason with officials are the ones who
are rewarded through increments.

The situation is worse for coaches who
are not under BCB contracts, as they rely
mainly on their coaching academies and
stints in the domestic leagues, both of
which have been greatly affected during the
pandemic.

After feelingisolated and ignored at times
compared to others related to the game,
perhaps what coaches would probably urge
above all from the BCB is proper respect.
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JOHN EDRICH (1937-2020)

John Edrich
dies at 83

REUTERS

Former England batsman
John Edrich, who made
more than 100 first-class
centuries, has died at the
age of 83, the ECB said on
Friday.

Edrich scored more than
5,000 runs for England
during 77 Tests, including
12 centuries. The former
Surrey captain notched 103
hundreds and more than
39,000 runs in first-class
cricket.

“With John's passing,
we've lost a prolific and
fearless batsman — one of
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Chattogram Abahani’s Brazilian forward Nixon Guylherme Brizalora peels away
in celebration of his decisive goal against Rahmatganj MFS at the Bangabandhu

National Stadium yesterday.

Nixon knocks out Rahmatganj

SPORTS REPORTER

the select few who have

scored more than 5,000

runs for England,” ECB

chief executive officer W
Tom Harrison said in a =

“His duels with some
of the world's best fast
bowlers were legendary,
and it’s a testament to his
ability that his 310 not
out against New Zealand
in 1965 remains the fifth
highest Test score by an
English batsman.

“He will be sadly
missed, and our thoughts
are with his family and

Last  edition’s  finalists
Rahmatganj were eliminated
from the group stages of
the  Walton  Federation
statement. Cup following a 1-0 defeat against
Chattogram Abahani in their second
Group C fixture at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium yesterday.

The Old Dhaka outfit, who were
only bettered by Bashundhara Kings in
the last edition, posted a much better
performance against the port city side
compared to their 3-0 defeat against the
defending champions on the opening
day, yet could not avoid being eliminated.

The goal came in the 36th minute of
friends.” the match courtesy of a fine placing shot
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from Chattogram Abahani’s Brazilian
forward Nixon Guylherme Brizalora on
a cross from Sohel Rana.

Rahmatganj were bolstered by the
joining of three foreign players prior
to this match, but one of those -
Tajikistan’s Dilshod Vasiev - wasted the
easiest opportunity to score for the Old
Dhaka outfit in the first half. Chattogram
Abahani, too, squandered chances to
increase their lead, including one from
their captain Charles Didier, but in the
end that one goal from the Brazilian
proved to be enough for them.

The win took Chattogram Abahani
through to the quarterfinals along with
Bashundhara Kings and the two qualified
teams will meet in the group’s last game
on Monday to decide the group winners.

Mbappe

thanks
Tuchel

REUTERS

Paris St Germain forward
Kylian Mbappe paid tribute
to Thomas Tuchel after
multiple media reports said
the German coach had been
sacked by the Ligue 1 club.

French sports daily
L'Equipe and German
newspaper Bild said the
47-year-old, who helped
PSG reach the Champions
League final in August
which they lost to Bayern
Munich, was dismissed after
Wednesday's 4-0 win over
Racing Strasbourg.

“It is sadly the law of
football. Nobody will
forget your time here. You
wrote a wonderful part
of the club’s history and
I say to you: ‘thank you,
coach’,” Mbappe said in an
Instagram post on Thursday
that was accompanied by a
picture of him with Tuchel.

PSG are third in Ligue
1, one point behind
league leaders Olympique
Lyonnais and Lille, and are
through to the last 16 of the
Champions League, where
they face Barcelona.

The club has not
confirmed Tuchel’s
departure. L'Equipe reported
that Argentine Mauricio
Pochettino is set to be
named Tuchel’s successor.

Pochettino, who played
for PSG in the early 2000s,
has been out of a job
since being dismissed by
Tottenham in November
2019.
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