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Tangail to get Liberation War
Memorial Centre in Mujib Year

Our CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

People in Tangail are going to
get Bangabandhu and Liberation
War Memorial Centre near the

Badhyabhumi (mass killing ground)
in the town on the occasion of Mujib
Year.

Walton Group of Industries is set to
build the war memorial centre. Earlier,
the district administration proposed
vice chairman SM Nurul Alam Rezvy
of the group to construct the centre.
Rezvy hails from Tangail.

With the construction of the war
memorial centre, the long-cherished
demand of Tangail people is going to
be fulfilled.

Deputy Commissioner (DC) Md
Ataul Gani has already given a written
permission to Walton authorities in
this regard with five conditions.

The conditions include inclusion
of spirit of Liberation War in the
design and installation of sculpture
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman at the entrance of the centre.

The DC said Tangail district has
played a glorious role during the

Liberation War. The brave freedom
fighters in the district took part in
battle fields and fought against the
Pakistani occupation forces during
1971.

Construction of the memorial
plaque is a long-cherished demand of
the brave freedom fighters as well as
pro-liberation forces in the district, he
said.

“To make the Mujib Year
memorable, we proposed the Walton
authorities for construction of a
four-story foundation structure of
Bangabandhu and Liberation War
Centre on the government land
near the killing ground. The Walton
authorities gladly accepted the
proposal,” said the DC.

“Earlier, we held discussion
with local public representatives,
local freedom fighters, civil society
representatives and journalists in this
regard,” he said.

“The Walton authorities have
informed me that they will start the
construction works by this month of
victory,” the DC added.

On April 3 in 1971, the Pakistani
army entered Tangail town after
breaking the resistance of the local
freedom fighters. The occupation
forces made their base in Tangail
Circuit House.

During the Liberation War,
the Pakistan army and their local
collaborators took the detained
freedom fighters and freedom seeking
people to the circuit house almost
every day and tortured them.

Later, they killed them after taking
them to the adjacent Water Tank in Zila
Sadar area. Such killings continued till
December 11, the day the district was
freed from Pakistan occupation forces.

Since then the mass killing ground
of Liberation War martyrs had been
lying in utter negligence.

The then district administrations
in 1996 first took initiative to detect
the killing ground while a memorial
plaque was constructed there in 2017.

Last year, Md Shahidul Islam, the
then deputy commissioner in Tangail,
took initiative for perseverance and
construction of new memorial plaque
at the killing ground.

COUNTRY

The Baily Star | 5

This memorial plaque of Liberation War martyrs was constructed in Zila Sadar Panir Tank area

in Tangail town in 2017.
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Barguna district administration inaugurated this artistic tourist spot in Baliatali union of Barguna Sadar upazila on Saturday.

Last year a group of students added colours to the concrete blocks on the embankment of the Payra river.
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Health services barely
available at Pogla
union centre

Our CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

In 1989, the Pogla union inhabitants --
mostly impoverished -- were overjoyed
when the beautiful three-storey structure
for “Union Health and Family Welfare
Centre” was built in remote village of
Aambari.

But their high hopes are diminishing
thirty-one years later, when the population
of the union, in Netrakona’s Kalmakanda
upazila, rose to about 45 thousand and
the services available at the healthcare
facility shrunk down to the lowest level.

The health centre is supposed to have
a five-member staff, but the only staff
member it has seen over the last couple of
years is its office assistant, who is also the
night guard.

Despite having its key positions
-- a sub-assistant community medical
officer, a pharmacist and a family welfare
inspector -- lying vacant, the clinic is still
rendering nominal services only three
times a week, with the help of a volunteer
from a non-government organisation and
a visiting medical officer from the health
centre in the neighbouring union.

On Saturdays and Thursdays, a female
volunteer from Care GSK in Kalmakanda
attends the centre while Mina Akter from
Koilati union health centre pays visit
on Sundays, said Kalmakanda Upazila
Family Planning Officer Bijoy Prakash
Biswas.

A child delivery room and many
other necessary medical setups exist in
the centre, but it is difficult to provide

such critical medical services without
permanent staff members.

The crisis deepened after its lone
medical officer joined Netrakona General
Hospital on deputation two years back,
he also said.

Frustrated locals said child birth, family
planning, vaccination and reproductive
and maternal health management were
among various medical services that they
used to avail at the healthcare centre, but
the services are barely available there now
due to staff shortage.

Pogla Union Parishad Chairman
Rafiqul Islam said the authorities need to
take urgent steps in resolving the situation
at the health centre as it is affecting
public health in the union where a larger
population is poverty-stricken.

Bijoy Prakash Biswas, the family
planning officer in Kalmakanda, said staff
shortage is being faced by all six health
centres in the upazila where 44 vacant
posts are yet to be filled.

Among those, six out of eight sub-
assistant community medical officer posts
as well as two pharmacist posts remain
vacant. Many non-medical staff positions
are vacant too, he added.

Contacted, Deputy Director of
Directorate General of Family Planning
in Netrakona Anisur Rahman said with
all the health centres already crippled
by severe staff shortage, the coronavirus
pandemic is causing further delays to
the appointment process for the vacant
positions.

With its door closed on most days and its signboard missing, the health and family
welfare centre, in Pogla union under Netrakona’s Kalmakanda upazila, now hardly
provides any medical services to around 45 thousand residents of the union.
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Criminal
killed in
Rangamati
‘gunfight’

STAR REPORT

A Jumma man was killed
in a ‘gunfight’ with the law
enforcing agency in Jibtoli
area of Rangamati Sadar
upazila on Sunday night.

The deceased, Milton
Chakma, 48, a resident
of Prejuchhara Para in
Rangamati Sadar upazila,
was a member of JSS-MN
Larma group.

According to an ISPR
press release, on secret
information, a patrol team
of Bangladesh Army from
Jibtoli Camp went to Kaptai
Lake area and found that
a group of JSS-MN Larma
were collecting toll from
the innocent fishermen on
Sunday night.

When the patrol team
tried to catch the boat
carrying the criminals, the
gang opened fire on them,
prompting them to retaliate
that triggered a gunfight
between them.

After the gunfight, the
law enforcers searched the
boat and found Milton’s
body lying there.

They also recovered a
pistol and three bullets
from the boat.

Milton was an accused in
a number of cases filed with
different police stations
including for murder.

Meanwhile, Milton’s
daughter Anti Chakma
claimed that Milton was
picked up from his house
around 7:30pm on Sunday.

On information, police
recovered the body and sent
it to Rangamati General
Hospital for autopsy, Officer
in Charge of Kotwali Police
Station Kabir Hossain said.

A team of the law
enforcing agency were
conducting drives to arrest
the other members of the

gang.
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