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Criminal 
killed in 
Rangamati 
‘gunfight’
STAR REPORT

A Jumma man was killed 
in a ‘gunfight’ with the law 
enforcing agency in Jibtoli 
area of Rangamati Sadar 
upazila on Sunday night.

The deceased, Milton 
Chakma, 48, a resident 
of Prejuchhara Para in 
Rangamati Sadar upazila, 
was a member of JSS-MN 
Larma group. 

According to an ISPR 
press release, on secret 
information, a patrol team 
of Bangladesh Army from 
Jibtoli Camp went to Kaptai 
Lake area and found that 
a group of JSS-MN Larma 
were collecting toll from 
the innocent fishermen on 
Sunday night.

When the patrol team 
tried to catch the boat 
carrying the criminals, the 
gang opened fire on them, 
prompting them to retaliate 
that triggered a gunfight 
between them.

After the gunfight, the 
law enforcers searched the 
boat and found Milton’s 
body lying there.

They also recovered a 
pistol and three bullets 
from the boat.

Milton was an accused in 
a number of cases filed with 
different police stations 
including for murder.

Meanwhile, Milton’s 
daughter Anti Chakma 
claimed that Milton was 
picked up from his house 
around 7:30pm on Sunday.

On information, police 
recovered the body and sent 
it to Rangamati General 
Hospital for autopsy, Officer 
in Charge of Kotwali Police 
Station Kabir Hossain said. 

A team of the law 
enforcing agency were 
conducting drives to arrest 
the other members of the 
gang.

Tangail to get Liberation War 
Memorial Centre in Mujib Year
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

People in Tangail are going to 
get Bangabandhu and Liberation 
War Memorial Centre near the 
Badhyabhumi (mass killing ground) 
in the town on the occasion of Mujib 
Year. 

Walton Group of Industries is set to 
build the war memorial centre. Earlier, 
the district administration proposed 
vice chairman SM Nurul Alam Rezvy 
of the group to construct the centre. 
Rezvy hails from Tangail.

With the construction of the war 
memorial centre, the long-cherished 
demand of Tangail people is going to 
be fulfilled.

Deputy Commissioner (DC) Md 
Ataul Gani has already given a written 
permission to Walton authorities in 
this regard with five conditions. 

The conditions include inclusion 
of spirit of Liberation War in the 
design and installation of sculpture 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman at the entrance of the centre.

The DC said Tangail district has 
played a glorious role during the 

Liberation War. The brave freedom 
fighters in the district took part in 
battle fields and fought against the 
Pakistani occupation forces during 
1971. 

Construction of the memorial 
plaque is a long-cherished demand of 
the brave freedom fighters as well as 
pro-liberation forces in the district, he 
said. 

“To make the Mujib Year 
memorable, we proposed the Walton 
authorities for construction of a 
four-story foundation structure of 
Bangabandhu and Liberation War 
Centre on the government land 
near the killing ground. The Walton 
authorities gladly accepted the 
proposal,” said the DC.    

“Earlier, we held discussion 
with local public representatives, 
local freedom fighters, civil society 
representatives and journalists in this 
regard,” he said. 

“The Walton authorities have 
informed me that they will start the 
construction works by this month of 
victory,” the DC added. 

On April 3 in 1971, the Pakistani 
army entered Tangail town after 
breaking the resistance of the local 
freedom fighters. The occupation 
forces made their base in Tangail 
Circuit House. 

During the Liberation War, 
the Pakistan army and their local 
collaborators took the detained 
freedom fighters and freedom seeking 
people to the circuit house almost 
every day and tortured them. 

Later, they killed them after taking 
them to the adjacent Water Tank in Zila 
Sadar area. Such killings continued till 
December 11, the day the district was 
freed from Pakistan occupation forces.

Since then the mass killing ground 
of Liberation War martyrs had been 
lying in utter negligence.

The then district administrations 
in 1996 first took initiative to detect 
the killing ground while a memorial 
plaque was constructed there in 2017.

Last year, Md Shahidul Islam, the 
then deputy commissioner in Tangail, 
took initiative for perseverance and 
construction of new memorial plaque 
at the killing ground.

This memorial plaque of Liberation War martyrs was constructed in Zila Sadar Panir Tank area 

in Tangail town in 2017. 
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Barguna district administration inaugurated this artistic tourist spot in Baliatali union of Barguna Sadar upazila on Saturday. 

Last year a group of students added colours to the concrete blocks on the embankment of the Payra river.
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Recruitment at RU halted
FROM PAGE 1

Commission (UGC) committee in probing 
allegations of irregularities at the university.

The education ministry on Sunday 
sent 11 orders, signed by ministry Senior 
Assistant Secretary Nilima Afroj, to the 
RU VC and other officials concerned over 
different allegations. Copies of the orders 
were sent to the UGC and ministry officials 
concerned. 

This paper has obtained copies of all the 
orders.

The allegations against the VC include 
nepotism and illegal occupation of a 
duplex of the university.

The UGC probe found that the vice-
chancellor and other RU officials relaxed 
the recruitment rules to appoint the VC’s 
daughter and son-in-law as teachers. 

Meanwhile, the government in a separate 
order on December 10 postponed all kinds 
of appointments to RU until further notice.

The order, copy of which has been 
obtained by this paper, says all appointment 
processes will remain suspended until 
further notice due to “administrative 
reasons”.

Top education ministry officials said 
they issued the order as “the government 
came to know about some negative 
news regarding the malpractices in the 
recruitment process”.

The university’s Institute of Biological 
Sciences cancelled the process for 
appointment of two teachers this month as 
13 candidates did not receive admit cards 
for the viva voce exam.

The UGC in its probe report 
recommended taking actions against the 
VC, Pro-VC Prof Choudhury M Zakaria and 
others concerned over the matter. It also 
suggested scrapping the appointment of 
34 teachers, who were recruited under the 
“relaxed university rules”.

Contacted, Deputy Education Minister 
Mohibul Hassan Chowdhoury refused to 
comment on the issue.

The VC and the pro-VC did not respond 
to phone calls and text messages.

Registrar Prof Bari said he would not 
comment on the matter without seeing 
related documents.

A senior teacher of Institute of Biological 
Sciences said a total of 24 candidates had 
applied for two teaching positions. The viva 
voce exam was held on December 8.

Later, at least 13 jobseekers alleged 
that they did not receive admit cards. 
The institute’s Board of Governance 
on December 10 decided to cancel the 
appointment process.

Speaking at a press conference on the 
campus on November 26, a group of 
teachers under the banner of “Teachers’ 
Society Against Corruption” demanded 

postponement of all kinds of recruitment 
to the university until the government 
made a decision in line with the UGC’s 
probe findings.

They alleged that a recent RU syndicate 
meeting relaxed recruitment conditions for 
appointing four lecturers to the tourism and 
hospitality management department and 
two lectures to applied physics department.

Prof Sultan ul Islam of geology and 
mining, also the convener of Teachers’ 
Society Against Corruption, yesterday said 
the authorities continued the recruitment 
process like they did in the past without 
caring about the UGC investigation.

The UGC submitted copies of the probe 
report to the education ministry, Anti-
Corruption Commission and the Prime 
Minister’s Office on October 20.
RELAXING OF EDN QUALIFICATIONS 
The education ministry on Sunday issued 
separate orders asking the pro-VC, the 
registrar, Prof Mujibur Rahman of physics, 
Prof Mohammad Abdul Hannan and Asst 
Prof Shibli Islam of law, Asst Prof Gazi 
Towhidur Rahman of material science 
and engineering and Deputy Registrar 
Shakhawat Hossain to explain in seven 
working days why legal actions would 
not be taken against them for relaxing 
education qualifications for recruitments 
to the university.

The orders said the UGC probe 
committee found their involvement in this 
regard and such recruitments tarnished the 
image of the university. 

According to the UGC probe report, 
VC Prof Sobhan occupied a duplex of the 
university for 18 months showing various 
excuses. A government order issued on 
Sunday asked the VC to deposit Tk 5.61 
lakh as rent into the public exchequer.

During the investigation, the UGC probe 
committee found evidence of 25 kinds of 
irregularities and corruption committed 
by top members of the university 
administration.

The probe found that the VC provided 
false information to the chancellor 
on voluntary retirement and practiced 
nepotism in recruiting teachers; the VC 
and the others appointed heads of different 
departments violating university rules, and 
officials were involved in irregular financial 
transactions.

The report said the VC and some 
others relaxed the university’s recruitment 
policy on purpose and appointed the 
VC’s daughter and son-in-law as teachers. 
Besides, some 34 under-qualified 
candidates were recruited as teachers.

“The teacher recruitment rules were 
relaxed with an ill intention…. Candidates 
having lower qualifications were recruited 
instead of qualified candidates,” it said.
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