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RoHINGYAS IN BHASAN CHAR

NGOs, experts

content with
arrangements

Say Int'l agencies likely to change views in
favour of relocation if they visit the island

PorimoL PALMA

The government move to relocate 1,642 Rohingya refugees to Bhasan Char
has invited some negative international scrutiny, but local NGOs and
experts have said international aid agencies might change their minds if
they visited the island.

Global rights groups claimed that many of those who were relocated
to the housing project in the island under Noakhali’s Hatiya upazila were
coerced to do so. The UN, meanwhile, said it lacked information on the
relocation and was not involved in the exercise.

The government negated the criticisms, saying the concerns about the
Rohingya refugees’ safety and the Bhasan Char project’s sustainability were
well addressed.

It argued that cyclone Amphan could do the project no harm as the
structures have been sufficiently elevated and embankments have been
built for flood protection. There are cyclone shelters, schools, hospitals,
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Boats with passengers floating through the polluted waters of the Buriganga. In the monsoon months,
the river swells and the rampant pollution is hidden to some extent, but as the river shrivels, the
sewage and garbage rises to the surface. The photo was taken from the capital’s Shoari Ghat yesterday.

PHOTO:
ANISUR RAHMAN

Filmmaker
Kim Ki-duk
dies from
Covid

REUTERS, Vilnius/Seoul

South
Korean
filmmaker
Kim Ki-duk,
a controve-
rsial  figure
both for his
work  and
in his personal life, died
in Latvia from coronavirus
complications yesterday, a
Latvian film official said.
Kim, who had won
awards at the Venice,
Cannes and Berlin film
festivals, had been staying
in the Latvian capital Riga,
in a private capacity after
travelling to neighbouring
Estonia for work, according
to Dita Rietuma, director of
Latvia's state National Film
Centre.
Kim, 59, died at a
hospital in Riga, Rietuma
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NHRC needs to
play its due role

Law minister says about

preventing incidents of
human rights violation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law Minister Anisul Huq has said the
National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) has to play an adequate role in
preventing human rights violations in the
country.

“The government has identified
domestic abuse and sexual harassment as
very heinous crimes. Such crimes cannot
be prevented only by formulating laws
and enhancing punishments. People
have to raise their voice and the National
Human Rights Commission has to play
an adequate role in this regard. Then the
violation of human rights will of course be
prevented,” he said.

The minister was addressing a
discussion, organised virtually by the
NHRC on the occasion of Human Rights
Day 2020, on Thursday evening.

Anisul said the government would not
compromise on any incident of human
rights violation even during the Covid-19
pandemic.

The government has taken necessary
steps to stop crimes, including domestic
abuse and sexual harassment, he added.

The minister said the NHRC is
responsible for conveying the incidents of

Shamsuddoza Sajen
DEceMBER 12, 1972
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CAIRO DELEGATION CALLS ON PM
The visiting four-member Egyptian trade
delegation today calls on Prime Minister
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
at the secretariat. The delegation conveys goodwill to the prime
minister on behalf of the people and the government of Egypt.
Bangabandhu reciprocates and says the people of Bangladesh have
always been sympathetic to the Arab cause. He narrates how during
the war on the Suez issue Bangladeshi people lent spontaneous
support to Egypt. The prime minister hopes both the countries
would come closer not only in trade but also in other spheres of
cooperation. The delegation chief Abdul Maguid Hasni presents a
frame of Quranic inscription to the prime minister.

BONN OFFERS DM 80M CAPITAL AID

West German Government will provide capital aid amounting to

BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES
Bangladesh always sympathetic
to Arab cause: Bangabandhu

The Egyptian trade and
economic delegation
presenting a frame of
Quranic inscription

to Prime Minister
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman at
the secretariat on
December 12, 1972.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

A patient submitting
her sample for Covid-19
Test at the Mugda
General Hospital in

the capital yesterday.
Due to the hospital’s
RT-PCR machine, which
tested around 180-200
samples daily, being
out of order for the

past few days, testing
had been suspended.
Sample collection
resumed yesterday after
the machine had been
repaired.
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EU clinches deal on tougher
2030 climate goal

Leaders agree to cut emissions by 55pc after night-long wrangles

AFP, Brussels

EU  leaders  yesterday  agreed
an ambitious target for cutting
greenhouse gas emissions after

unlocking the bloc’s landmark budget
and coronavirus recovery fund at a
marathon summit.

The 27 member states struck a deal
on a binding target to slash emissions
by at least 55 percent by 2030
following an entire night of intense

wrangling in Brussels.

The fight was over how the cost
of the effort should be shared across
the countries: highly dependent on
coal, Poland -- allied with several
Eastern European countries -- fears
serious economic consequences and
demanded details on the aid it would
receive.

French  President = Emmanuel
Macron tweeted an appeal for action
after the target was agreed, insisting:

“Let’'s do everything to succeed. Now.
All together. Because there is no plan
B!”

As part of its commitments to the
Paris Climate Agreement, the EU has
pledged to become climate-neutral by
2050, the date when it would offset or
capture more greenhouse gas than it
emits.

However, the current interim target
for 2030 -- a 40 percent reduction in
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AL leader
hacked to
death in
Pabna

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A local Awami League
leader was hacked to
death by his rivals in
Pabna’s Anonto Bazar area
yesterday evening over
protesting collection of
extortion money.

The victim is Bokul
Sheikh, 45, member of
Dogasi Union Parishad and
also the joint secretary of
ward-7 AL.

AL leaders claimed
that supporters of local
influential Mokhlesur
Rahman killed Bokul over
protesting collection of
extortion money from
drivers of three-wheelers.

Police, however, said
a dispute over control of
Anonto Bazar area led to
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New whale species
discovered in Mexico

CNN ONLINE

Scientists working off the western coast of Mexico
said they have found a previously unknown species
of whale.

Three beaked whales were spotted last month by
a team of scientists working with the Sea Shepherd
Conservation Society near the San Benito Islands,
some 300 miles from the US border, according to a
press release published Tuesday.

The team had set out to try to find out what kind
of whales were making an unidentified acoustic
signal previously recorded in the area.
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Man sets alight

wife over
family dispute
Our CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

A 30-year-old woman
suffered  serious  burn

injuries after her husband
set her on fire in Croke area
of Barguna town Thursday

evening, said police.
The husband, Himu, was
SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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PRAYER TIMING
DECEMBER 12

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 5-15 12-45 3-45 5-19 7-00
JAMAAT 5-50 1-15 400 5-22 7-30
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