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Commercial prospect of saplings
SHYKH SERAJ

Once upon a time, seeds were the 
only source to grow the crop and 
farmers who had more seeds were the 
richest. When I started my journey 
of agricultural journalism in ‘80s, I 
witnessed agriculture was confined 
only in paddy and jute. Other 
vegetables were used to be cultivated 
on the home yards of the farmers 
while some on the fields in a brief 
manner. The purpose of cultivating 
these crops was to meet the needs of 
the family; there was no commercial 
purpose. Farmers used to store seeds 
of various crops, starting from paddy 
and jute, according to their needs. Due 
to over population, the demand to 
grow more crops increased. Scientists 
created more productive seed varieties. 
The problem rose even more with the 
demand of seeds for high yielding 
varieties. Traditionally, farmers used to 
store and save their own seeds for the 
season, but as the newer hybrid and 
super-hybrid varieties of seeds came 
into play, they could save no more. 
Seeds gradually went into the hands 
of multinational companies and 
farmers became entirely dependent 
on the seed market. There was another 
problem where farmers battled with 

getting better sapling from the poor-
quality seeds. Farmers complained 
against some seed companies and also 
Bangladesh Agriculture Development 
Corporation (BADC) at an open 
dialogue session between farmers 
and policymakers in Krishi Budget 
Krishoker Budget (Farmers’ Voices in 
Budget).  

In 2019, winter came a bit late, 
but this year during the month of 
December, it’s taking time for the 
winter to finally enter the city areas, 
especially Dhaka. However, it has 
become quite cold in the suburbs and 
remote villages of the country. I was 
filming in Jashore and while returning, 
I saw a big net shade, called Maxim 
Agro in Churamonkathi. I got out of 
the car and went inside the shade. 
What I found was a complete and 
organized agricultural shade. Talking 
to the staff working there, I came 
to know that they were producing 
saplings for different vegetable 
crops in the net house. Rabiul Islam, 
production manager of the company, 
gave me a brief on different works 
they’re doing. They are producing 
and marketing saplings for broccoli, 
papaya, cabbage, cauliflower, etc. 
The process of sapling production is 

basically soilless agriculture. The main 
medium is coco peat. Traditionally, 
a lot of vegetables are produced in 
Churamonkathi, Haybadpur and 
Barobazar in Jashore. There are many 
old vegetable markets in Barobazar. 
Farmers produce vegetable saplings 
in a traditional manner. As the main 
vegetable supply area of the country, 
there is a huge demand for vegetable 
saplings there. Healthy, good quality 
and high yielding vegetables are the 
main demand of the farmers to ensure 

the yield of high value crops and fruits. 
Considering the huge demand for 

vegetable saplings in Jashore, Shariful 
Amin, an agricultural entrepreneur, 
took the initiative to commercialize 
the most significant agricultural input. 
Amin got engaged with farming from 
the thought of producing safe food. 
Then he saw that getting quality 
saplings is a big crisis. He started the 
work of sapling production with an 
aim of overcoming the crisis. Amin is a 
businessman who understood exactly 

how to do the commercialization of 
saplings, seeds and seedlings while 
ensuring a very good quality. Keeping 
the farmers’ needs in mind, he started 
producing various vegetable saplings. 
Agro-entrepreneur Amin said farmers 
in Jashore region are more interested 
in buying ready-made saplings 
than making their own, because 
they want to save more time. Doing 
different vegetable saplings, Amin has 
tremendously become successful in 
the trade. 

Sapling production and trade is 
an ancient agricultural enterprise. In 
different parts of the country, I am 
getting news of new initiatives to 
make soilless saplings in net house. 
Such initiatives give a hope of new 
employment opportunities. Also, 
such initiatives ensure good quality 
saplings for farmers. We need to focus 
on the wellbeing of farmers, so that 
the saplings can also help them to 
contribute to the sustainable economy 
of the country.

Shykh Seraj talks with one of the staffs of Maxim Agro, a sapling net house, in 

Jashore’s Churamonkathi.
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journalist. He received country’s two highest civilian 
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respectively. He is a BIDS, Ashoka and Bangla 
Academy Fellow. He also received highest award for 
agricultural journalism from the United Nations, FAO 
A.H. Boerma Award, Gusi Peace Prize (Philippines) 
and many other prestigious accolades at home and 
abroad. At Channel i, he’s the Founder Director and 
Head of News. He’s also Director and Host of Channel i’s popular agro-
documentary, Hridoye Mati O Manush.

PHOTO: 

HRIDOYE MATI O MANUSH 

Indigenous 
communities 
press for 
10-point 

demand
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Thakurgaon

Leaders of indigenous 
communities, living in 
plain lands, urged to take 
steps to protect their overall 
human rights situation. 

They made the demand 
at a dialog held at 
Thakurgaon Press Club on 
Wednesday.

The programme titled 
‘Plain land adivasi’s overall 
human rights situation’ was 
jointly organised by Jatiya 
Adivasi Parishad, Adivasi 
Nari O Shishu Kalyan 
Sangstha, and Bangladesh 
Adivasi Nari Network. 

During the programme, 
the indigenous community 
leaders submitted their 
10-point demand, including 
formation of separate land 
commission to protect 
their land, and formation 
of separate ministry for 
indigenous communities 
living in plain land for 
developing their living 
standard by allocating 
separate budget.

Seedless guava, a ray of hope for 
hill farmers
ANVIL CHAKMA, Rangamati

Seedless guava, a novel species in 
the country, will hit the market in 
the next few years alongside the 
prevalent species of guava, giving 
farmers a hope for bounty. It is 
much tastier than other traditional 
guavas in the country.

Agriculturists think that this 
seedless guava market will have 
more demand than other guavas. 

According to the agriculturists, 
the guava variety was invented at 
Raikhali Hill Agricultural Research 
Institute in Kaptai upazila of 
Rangamati.

During a recent visit to the 
institute, it was seen that ripe and 
raw seedless guavas were hanging 
from the trees.

According to an official of the 
institute, this variety was registered 
by the National Seed Board in 
2017. It is developed by Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Institute 
(BARI). The fruit is completely 
seedless. 

He added that most fruits are 
harvested from September to 
December. The tree has shrubs and 
abundant green leaves. 

The shape of the fruit is 
elongated, the shell is white and 
it is sweet to eat and crispy. It is 
high yielding and off-season guava 
variety. Flowers come in June. 
The size of the fruit is 7.14cm to 
10.14cm. The average weight of the 

fruit is 264 grams. The invented 
variety has yellowish green skin 
that is very tasty to eat. The fruit can 
be stored at normal temperature for 
eight to ten days. 

New varieties of seedless guava 
have been developed in the last 
seven years of research. This new 

variety of guava has been named 
Bari Peyara-4. 

Meanwhile, Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Institute in 
Gazipur is conducting a massive 
campaign on the new variety of 
guava.

Md Altaf Hossain, chief scientific 

officer of Raikhali Hill Agricultural 
Research Institute, said Bari 
Peyara-4 is completely seedless. It 
is large in size, disease and insect 
tolerant and a non-seasonal fruit. 
The fruit is available almost all 
year round. The high yielding fruit 
is very tasty. In September, when 
other fruits, including guava, are 
not available in the country, the 
harvesting of seedless guava begins. 

The newly invented variety is 
suitable for cultivation all over the 
country, including hill areas, said 
Altaf.

Paban Kumar Chakma, deputy 
director of the Department 
of Agricultural Extension in 
Rangamati, said the farmers would 
benefit a lot by producing seedless 
guavas.

Hemo Kumar Chakma, a farmer 
from Sapchhari area of Rangamati, 
said his garden has a variety of fruit 
trees. However, this seedless guava 
is not there yet. Fruit growers like 
him hope they will immensely be 
benefited if they can plant it.

Ananta Chakma, another 
gardener in Chowdhurychhara area 
of Naniyarchar upazila, said he 
has heard a lot about this seedless 
guava, but this sapling is not 
available in the market yet. 

However, the agriculture officers 
have assured him that the saplings 
of this tree will be available from 
next year, he said. 

The seedless guavas hang from the branches. The photo was taken 

from Raikhali Hill Agricultural Research Institute in Kaptai upazila of 

Rangamati recently. PHOTO: STAR 

Tangail freed on this day
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Today is Tangail free day, a memorable 
day in the history of Tangail.  

After freeing Tangail from the 
occupational Pakistani forces, 
freedom fighters, the brave sons of the 
soil, hoisted the flag of independent 
Bangladesh on this day in 1971.

During the Liberation War, the 
brave freedom fighters of Tangail 
created history in various ways and 
stories of their braveness. 

The heroism of the Kaderia Bahini, 
led by the then Chhatra League leader 
and brave freedom fighter Abdul Kader 
Siddique, will always be remembered 
in the history of our independence.

The ‘Zila Swadhin Bangla Gono 
Mukti Parishad’ was formed on the 
first of March in 1971. Local youths 
started organising while the training of 
the freedom fighters was continuing. 

On April 3, the Pakistani army 
entered the Tangail town after breaking 
the resistance of the freedom fighters 
at Goran-Satiachara in Mirzapur and 
the freedom fighters went to safer 
places.

Within a few days, the Kaderia 
Bahini got united again and started 
fighting with the Pakistani army in 
different area of Tangail.

On the other hand, another 
group of the freedom fighters led by 
Khandakar Abdul Baten got organised 
and started defending the occupation 
forces.  

However, the Kaderia Bahini 

played the main role in resisting the 
enemies and the Pakistani army were 
bewildered by their attacks from all 
sides.

On December 10, confidence of the 
Pakistani army broke down with the 
landing of around 2,000 paratroopers 

of the ‘Mitro Bahini’ (Indian Troops) 
in Poulee near Tangail town and they 
started turning back to Dhaka.

On December 11 in 1971, the brave 
freedom fighters entered Tangail town 
while general people came down to 
the streets and started celebrations.

On January 24 in 1972, Kaderia Bahini leader Abdul Kader Siddique 

surrenders arms of his fellow freedom fighters to Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman at Bindubasini Boys High School ground in Tangail.
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