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while only women workers report 
sexual harassment, she said.  

“It is important to raise 
awareness on workplace violence 
and harassment issues as well as 
ILO’s Violence and Harassment 
Convention (C190) so that all 
relevant actors can be aware of this 
international instrument, take an 
active part in policy advocacy with the 
government to ratify the Convention 
C190 in Bangladesh,” she said. 

Aya Matsuura, gender specialist, 
ILO DWT for South Asia, presented 
the ILO convention 190, which 
recognises the right of everyone to 
a world of work free from violence 
and harassment, and spoke on 
recommendation 206 in detail. 

Prof Taslima Yasmin of Dhaka 
University’s law department shared the 
findings of her study titled “Overview of 
Laws, Policies and Practices on Gender-
Based Violence and Harassment in the 
World of Work.”

The study, commissioned by ILO/
RMGPII, found that existing laws 
defining and criminalising sexual 
offences are inadequate, and also 
found a lack of provisions addressing 
sexual harassment.

It also identified some key gaps 
and recommended measures to be 
undertaken to eliminate gender-
based violence in the workplaces of 

Bangladesh. 
Dr Fahmida Khatun, executive 

director of Centre for Policy 
Dialogue, said as Bangladesh is 
set to graduate [to middle-income 
country], it has to comply with a lot 
of specific guidelines, and ratifying 
the C190 would be an integral part of 
it. “However, only ratification is not 
enough, as it has to be implemented 
at the organisational and social 
level,” she said. 

Individual organisations should 
have a stronger policies themselves; 
they have to practise that and it 
must ensured that the policies 
are being implemented properly, 
with a collaborative approach of 
both women and labour rights 
organisations, international bodies 
like ILO and the government, she 
said. 

Humaira Aziz, director, Women and 
Girl’s Empowerment Program, CARE 
Bangladesh;  Nazma Akter,  general 
secretary and executive director, Awaj 
Foundation; Mahjabeen Quader, 
senior advisor, Economic Affairs and 
CSR, Embassy of the Kingdoms of 
Netherlands; Kohinoor Mahmood, 
director, Bangladesh Institute of 
Labour Studies and Md Matiur 
Rahaman, deputy inspector general 
(Health), Department of Inspection 
for Factories and Establishments, 
among others spoke at the event, 

moderated by Shamshuddoza Sajen 
of The Daily Star. 

The court also fined the convicts Tk 
10,000, in default of which they have 
to serve three more months in jail. 

Earlier, the prosecution and 
defence completed their arguments 
and the court recorded statements of 
20 prosecution witnesses including 
the case’s complainant. 

On June 9, 2014, Ayaz was hacked 
to death during a clash between 
students of Dhaka City College over a 
football tournament. 

Following the incident, Ayaz’s 
father advocate Shahidul Haq filed the 
case against six, including Jisan and 
Tauhidul, with Dhanmondi Police 
Station. 

Sub-inspector Sahidul Biswas of 
Dhanmondi Police Station on May 
13, 2015 pressed charges against six. 

The court framed charges against 
the accused on November 24, 2016. 

According to case documents, 
Ayaz’s elder brother, Ashdin Haq, 
a second-year student of the City 
College, got into an altercation with 
the accused over the preparation and 
expenses of the City College friendly 
football tournament on June 9, 2014. 

The accused hacked Ayaz to death 
at Jigatala in the afternoon that day. 
Ayaz was taken to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital for treatment where 
the doctors declared him dead.

A life lost
FROM PAGE 3

“Meanwhile, we regularly see media 
reports of the mayor and corporation 
officials visiting and monitoring these 
development projects. Though it’s 
their responsibility to enforce and 
ensure safety procedures, they never 
did it,” he said.

Kim, also general secretary of 
Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon’s (Bapa) 
Sylhet chapter, said the city corporation 
cannot disavow their responsibility 
this time. Those responsible for the 
poet’s death must be punished and his 
family must be compensated.

Contacted, SCC Chief Engineer Nur 
Azizur Rahman, said, “Unfortunately, 

neglecting safety protocols during 
construction has become a practice in 
public procurement for decades and 
we never took the matter seriously. 
Even though the Public Procurement 
Rules dictate that safety must be 
ensured.”

He informed that the city 
corporation has formed a probe 
committee to look into the matter.

The three-member committee led 
by SCC Chief Revenue Officer and 
Executive Magistrate Bijon Kumar 
Singha will submit its report in three 
working days.

“We are deeply concerned and 

all contractors have been notified 
to follow safety protocols strictly. 
Necessary steps will be taken against 
those found responsible in the probe 
body’s report,” assured the chief 
engineer.

But a life has already been lost due 
to this negligence, said aggrieved city 
residents.

Poet Basit was 65. He left behind 
his wife, two daughters, a son and 
numerous well-wishers to mourn his 
death. 

He was laid to his rest at Manikpir 
Graveyard after namaz-e-janaza at 
Chowkidekhi Mosque yesterday.

Girls’ 
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increased over time,” it said. In April, a month into 
the pandemic, 61 percent of the girls had depressive 
symptoms, which increased to 74 in June, and 79 percent 
in September. 

Their family’s incomes have increased since April. While 
the lockdown was in full-swing, 69 percent of girls reported 
that their family income has stopped or been reduced 
severely, and 4 percent were directly earning themselves. 

In September, when the study ended, the proportion 
of girls whose families had lost income decreased to 
44 percent. “But households are still cutting back on 
important needs such as protein in meals, sanitary pads, 
clothing, and health services,” said the study. 

Work plan 
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The foreign minister said the US and Bangladesh cooperate 
closely on a range of issues, including economics, security, 
governance and development.

He said a virtual meeting was convened by US Under 
Secretary of State for Economic Growth, Energy, and the 
Environment Keith Krach, and Adviser for Private Industry 
and Investment to the Prime Minister of Bangladesh 
Salman F Rahman recently, with a view of developing a 
vision for advancing US-Bangladesh economic partnership.

“We hope we will soon enter into some tangible maritime 
cooperation framework under this [partnership],” he said.

Bangladesh is the current vice-chair of Indian Ocean 
Rim Association and will assume the charges of chair in 
October, 2021.

Bangladesh is also the current President of the Council 
of the International Seabed Authority.

Dr Momen said Bangladesh promotes regional 
cooperation in fisheries management, sustainable 
utilisation of marine resources, environmental protection, 
disaster management and many other sectors through 
these regional organisations.

In fact, he said, in the context of Bay of Bengal, 
Bangladesh needs to develop a cooperative mechanism 
among the littoral states to promote collaboration and 
reap maximum benefits of the blue economy.

Teenager killed
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knife from behind, the SI said quoting witnesses.
Ruhul was stabbed in the back, while Jisan sustained 

injuries on his body. Later, locals rushed them to Shaheed 
Mansur Ali Medical College, where doctors declared Jisan 
dead. 

Jisan’s body was kept at Dhaka Medical College morgue 
for autopsy and Ruhul was admitted to DMCH, where he 
is being treated. 

Police are trying to arrest the criminals, added the SI.

2 remanded for 
assaulting judge
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A court in Chattogram put two youths including the son 
of a ruling party leader of port city’s Maddham Halishahar 
area, on three-day remand in a case filed with Patenga 
police station over physically assaulting a judge yesterday.

Earlier, Ali Akbar Iqbal, son of controversial AL leader of 
port city’s Badar area Hazi Iqbal, and Akbar’s friend Hasan 
Ali were arrested for assaulting Chattogram 5th Joint 
District and Session Judge Jahir Hossain at Patenga’s Outer 
Ring Road, after he spoke against them riding motorbike 
on the wrong side of the road on Wednesday evening.

Assistant Commissioner Kazi Shahabuddin Ahmed 
of CMP said Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Mohiuddin 
Murad passed the order after they were produced before 
the court with four-day remand prayer by police.

Zahidur Rahman 
passes away
CITY DESK

A R M 
Z a h i d u r 
R a h m a n , 
production 
director of 
B e x i m c o 
P h a r m a , 
died at 
a Dhaka hospital on 
Thursday. He was 59, says a 
press release. 

Zahid tested Covid-19 
positive and had been 
undergoing treatment there 
since last Tuesday.

He left behind his wife, a 
son and a daughter.

Zahidur Rahman 
completed his M Pharm 
from Dhaka University in 
1983. He spent nearly his 
entire professional careerin 
Beximco Pharma.

In a condolence message, 
Beximco Group Vice 
Chairman Salman F Rahman 
MP said, “Zahidur Rahman 
was deeply committed to 
his responsibilities and 
work ethics. He never 
missed his professional 
duties during the Covid-19 
pandemic in order to ensure 
uninterrupted supply of life-
saving medicines.”

One sentenced
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surrender, the judge said. 
The court also fined the convicts Tk 10,000, in default 

of which they have to serve additional three months in 
jail. 

Earlier, the prosecution and defence completed their 
arguments and the court recorded statements of 20 
prosecution witnesses including the case’s complainant. 

On June 9, 2014, Ayaz was hacked to death during 
a clash between students of Dhaka City College over a 
football tournament. 

Following the incident, Ayaz’s father advocate 
Shahidul Haq filed the case against six, including Jisan 
and Tauhidul, with Dhanmondi Police Station. 

Sub-inspector Sahidul Biswas of Dhanmondi Police 
Station on May 13, 2015 pressed charges against six. 

The court framed charges against the accused on 
November 24, 2016. 

According to case documents, Ayaz’s elder brother, 
Ashdin Haq, a second-year student of the City College, 
got into an altercation with the accused over the 
preparation and expenses of the City College friendly 
football tournament on June 9, 2014. 

The accused hacked Ayaz to death at Jigatala in the 
afternoon that day. Ayaz was taken to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital for treatment where the doctors declared 
him dead.

50 tonnes of cosmetics 
seized at Ctg port
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Customs officials in Chattogram yesterday seized three 
containers of cosmetics weighing 50 tonnes, imported after 
declaring them as plough for cultivating agricultural land. 
Officials said the cosmetics are worth around Tk 2.5 crore.

For plough, the tax rate is only one percent, while for 
cosmetics, it ranges from 89 to 131 percent, they said.

Dhaka-based trader Saleha Trading had declared 30 tonnes 
of plough from Singapore, which  arrived in Chattogram 
Port on January 19 this year. Rezaul Karim, assistance 
commissioner of customs, said after finding the containers 
full of cosmetics, they and conducted a physical search.  

A mess
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were leaving garbage at 
Namabazar at nighttime.

Asked, Abdul Goni, 
who is running the 
municipality as the mayor 
for around five years, 
admitted his failure to set 
up a landfill.

“We have been trying 
to buy a piece of land... 
Besides, we wrote to the 
deputy commissioner 
of Dhaka twice for a 
government land,” he 
said, adding that the DC 
assured them of “trying to 
find one.”

“Moreover, we recently 
made a deal with a 
Finland-based company 
that will take the garbage 
to generate electricity. 
In this regard, we sent a 
project proposal to the 
Ministry of Power, Energy 
and Mineral Resources 
for its approval,” said the 
mayor.

Around Tk 400 crore 
is needed to complete 
the project, said Abdul 
Goni. “Once the project 
is finished, there will be 
a permanent solution to 
garbage management,” he 
said.

Piles of garbage are left on the bank of Karnapara canal near Dhaka Aricha-highway in Savar, polluting and 

shrinking the waterbody. The photo was taken on Wednesday. PHOTO: AKLAKUR RAHMAN AKASH


