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In Asia and the Pacific, Bangladesh is one of
the few examples where minimum wages
are set entirely according to industry, the
ILO said.

As of 2020, around 18 per cent of
countries (29 countries) with statutory
minimum wages exclude agricultural
workers, domestic workers or both
categories from minimum wage regulations.

Of these, seven countries - namely,
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Jordan, Lebanon,
Pakistan, Sudan and Syria - exclude both
agricultural and domestic workers.

Zahid Hussain, a former lead economist
of the World Bank’s Dhaka office, said

are a lot of people in the informal sector.
So, the country is yet to take the minimum
wage to a level through strong trade unions,
proper legislations and formalisation and
documentation of workers.”

Prof Bidisha called for expanding the
legislation of the minimum wage to bring
more industries under its framework.

She said the wage has to be related to the
inflation rate. If the growth in wages is not
higher than the inflation rate, it would not
be meaningful for workers.

In Bangladesh, inflation has averaged
more than 6 per cent in the last decade.

The ILO report said the pandemic made
it more difficult for national authorities
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are essential mechanisms through which
income inequality can increase.

wage policies are effective requires a
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