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World’s loneliest 
elephant makes 

new friend

AFP, Oddar Meanchey

It was his first contact with another 
elephant in eight years. 

Reaching out with his trunk, 
Kaavan tentatively greeted a fellow 
inhabitant of the Cambodian 
sanctuary where he is beginning his 
new life after being rescued from 
grim conditions in a Pakistani zoo. 

The 36-year-old bull elephant 
-- dubbed the “world’s loneliest” 
-- was the sole Asian elephant at 
Islamabad’s dilapidated zoo. Animal 
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BHUTTO’S INTERVIEW WITH 
GUARDIAN 
Pakistani President ZA Bhutto 
envisages a special relationship 
between Pakistan and Bangladesh 
in which there would be certain special trade agreements and no 
visas for the people of one country visiting the other. Bhutto in an 
interview with the Guardian of London says it is his belief that the 
special relationship need not be in the form of a federation or a 
confederation. 

He, however, adds that the timing of Pakistan’s recognition of 
Bangladesh should be left to Pakistan. Recognition of Bangladesh, 
in his personal view, is the only way to establish contact with 
“Muslim Bengal”. He invites the opponents of recognition in 
Pakistan to put forward any alternative they might have which 
would enable them to establish contact with Bangladesh. In 
reference to Indo-Pakistan relations Bhutto says the two countries 
would have to first solve the problem of withdrawal of forces facing 

FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES

Bhutto envisages special 
relationship with Bangladesh
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Covishield ‘safe’
Says India’s Serum Institute as 

clinical trial volunteer incident 
‘not induced by it’

AGENCIES

The Serum Institute of India (SII) said yesterday that 
vaccine candidate ‘Covishield’, which is being developed 
by Oxford University and AstraZeneca for the coronavirus 
disease (Covid-19), is “safe and immunogenic”. The SII is 
testing the candidate in India.

The company also said that the incident with one of the 
volunteers during clinical trials was “no way induced by 
the vaccine”.

“All regulatory, ethical processes and guidelines were 
followed by the company. The principal investigator DSMB 
(Data and Safety Monitoring Board) and ethics committee 
stated it was non-related issue to vaccine trial,” news agency 
ANI reported, quoting a statement from the SII.

The Pune-based company also said that it has sent 
a legal notice to a man who claimed he had developed 
serious side-effects in the human trials. “The legal notice 
was sent to safeguard the reputation of the company which 
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PASSPORT ISSUANCE

JS body for 
home wants 
to see process 
in 9 countries
RASHIDUL HASAN

The parliamentary body 
on the home affairs 
ministry wants to visit 
different foreign missions 
of Bangladesh to inspect 
passport and visa issuance 
activities in order to get 
a comprehensive idea on 
how to make them more 
dynamic and effective.

Following the committee’s 
recommendation, the 
ministry has been planning 
to arrange visits for the 
standing committee 
members in nine countries, 
including the United States 
and the United Kingdom. 

There are activities of 
different agencies under the 
home affairs ministry in 
those foreign missions of 
Bangladesh. 

This visit is likely to take 
place following the Covid-19 
situation becoming normal, 
sources at the parliamentary 
body said. 

However, there are 
questions about the 
parliamentary committee’s 
foreign tour with the 
respective ministry’s finance. 

Experts on parliament 
affairs said there is a fear 
of conflict of interest in 

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

‘Vaccine coming 
by February’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As the number of Covid-19 cases continues to go up, 
Health Secretary Abdul Mannan yesterday said the country 
would receive the vaccine hopefully by February next year 
or earlier.

Until the vaccine is available, wearing masks rightly is 
the key to stay safe from the novel coronavirus, he said. 

“We hope we will get corona vaccines very soon. 
Hopefully by the month of February [2021] or earlier… 
Until that, however, wearing a mask is the only way to 
live and prevent transmission,” Abdul Mannan said 
while addressing as chief guest an event organised by the 
Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS) marking 
World AIDS Day 2020. 
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Railway mulls 
anti-collision 

system
TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

The Bangladesh Railway (BR) has planned to introduce an automatic 
train protection system (ATPS) to avoid any head-on collisions and 
maloperation, and to ensure safe train operations, officials said.

To introduce the ATPS, the BR is going to conduct a feasibility study at 
the estimated cost of Tk 8.44 crore between January 2021 and February 
2022.

Under the project, consultants will select technology, and finalise 
specification and a detailed design, they said.

The ATPS is a type of train protection system, which can have several 
features, including continual check-ups on whether a train is being 
operated following the stipulated speed limit, and would stop a train 
automatically in case of overshooting of danger signal to avoid head on 
collision, officials said.

BR authorities yesterday held a meeting over the draft study proposal 
with BR Director General Md Shamsuzzaman in the chair. The meeting 
asked the officials concerned to make some changes in the study proposal 
before sending it to the Planning Commission for the final approval.

Around 90 percent of the BR railway tracks are single lined, which 
is more prone to accidents, especially head-on collision. The reason, 
more often than not, is human interference that can cause fatalities and 
destruction of properties, BR officials said.

The issue of the ATPS introduction has long been in discussion and the 
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Ignoring social distancing and other health guidelines, many people gather in the capital’s Gulistan area for shopping from 

hawkers on pavements. Many opt not to maintain the health guidelines, critical for warding off a second wave of Covid-19, 

despite repeated attempts by the authorities to make them do so. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

People callously 

crossing a road dodging 

traffic at speed in the 

capital’s Gabtoli area 

whereas an underpass 

is right behind them, not 

in frame, for their safe 

passage. The photo was 

taken yesterday.
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City

Bangladeshi 
doctor gets 
highest marks 
in MRCP test
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh 
physician 
Mahmudul 
Hoque Jassy 
has secured 
a record-
breaking 
highest mark in the MRCP 
examination this year, after 
scoring 906 out of 1,000, 
where the pass mark was 
454.

Membership of 
the Royal Colleges of 
Physicians (MRCP) of 
the United Kingdom is 
a postgraduate medical 
diploma in the United 
Kingdom. The examination 
is designed to test the 
skills, knowledge and 
behaviour of doctors in 
training which has three 
parts: MRCP(UK) Part-1, 
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BANCOVID TRIALS

Globe Biotech 
cancels deal 
with icddr,b 
over delays
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Globe Biotech Ltd has 
cancelled the contract 
with the icddr,b to 
conduct clinical trial of 
its coronavirus vaccine 
Bancovid.

The biotech firm has 
now assigned the Clinical 
Research Organization 
(CRO) to run the trials of 
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