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Of them, there are 52 entrepreneurs in DSCC’s 
75 wards (57 old, 18 new) and 41 in DNCC’s 
54 wards (36 old and 18 new), according to city 
corporation officials.

a2i programme and the local administration 
chose entrepreneurs for the CDCs to provide 
digital services to citizens, such as filing job 
applications online, making online payments for 
passport, trade license etc. 

They would provide such services to people 
in their assigned ward in exchange of a fixed rate 
decided by a2i and the city corporations. 

There should be one digital centre in every 
ward with two entrepreneurs, one man and one 
woman, with the councillors’ office. 

LGD GUIDELINE REMAINS IGNORED

A 2014 circular from LGD to city corporations 
outlines the guidelines on how the digital 
centres would run its activities and how the city 
corporations would support the entrepreneurs.

Under the guideline, the city corporations 
were supposed to choose the entrepreneurs and 
provide them with a designated space along with 
necessary equipment and ensure safety; arrange 
for loans at a low rate of interest, and arrange 
necessary training for their skill development.

It also says city corporations will prioritise 
the entrepreneurs’ services if needed for the 
corporations’ own work. 

Moreover, it reads that to monitor the digital 
centres’ activities, there should be a monitoring 
committee in the ward level with the councillor 
as head of the committee.

However, the reality does not reflect these 
guidelines. Many councillors are completely 
unaware of these. Entrepreneurs don’t have 
any space provided by the city corporations. 
Therefore, they set up their own digital centres 
separately from the councillor’s office.

THE ENTREPRENEURS’ WOES

DNCC City Digital Centre Entrepreneur Forum’s 
president Zahirul Islam alleged that computers, 
laptops, printers and other equipment were 
provided by a2i and city corporations for the 
entrepreneurs two years ago, but they didn’t get 
those as the councillors’ offices kept those.

“We are the entrepreneurs and we are 
there to provide services at the ward level. But 
unfortunately, personnel in the ward level don’t 
know anything about us,” he complained.

The forum’s vice president Zahir Islam said he 
was supposed to be the entrepreneur of ward-1 
but when he went to its councillor Afsar Uddin 
Khan, he didn’t receive any help.

“When I approached him, he didn’t allow any 
space for me and treated me badly. It seemed he 

was not aware of the Digital Centre initiative. 
Then I applied to the city corporation’s CEO to 
change my ward and I set up my digital centre in 
ward-2 on my own,” he alleged.

Same condition prevails in DSCC. Its 
entrepreneur forum president, Halim Sarker 
Himel, said, “Most of the entrepreneurs of DSCC 
complained to us that councillors didn’t allow 
them any space in their offices. Besides, we heard 
that Tk 62 lakh had been sanctioned for the 
entrepreneurs by DSCC before its current mayor 
took over the office. But none of that allocation 
has reached us, it appears.”

“Moreover, UDC got computers, printers and 
other essential materials but the CDCs didn’t get 
those. Therefore, people in the ward levels are 
being deprived of digital services,” added Halim.

DSCC ward-19 entrepreneur Aklima 
Chowdhury also shared her bitter experience. 
“When we asked the councillor for office space, he 
rejected us and even threatened us several times. 
We informed the city corporation and later got an 
office inside a shopping complex at Ramna.”

“But it was on the roof and most of the time, 
the room was occupied by the councillor’s men. 
They continuously took up space in our office. 
It was difficult for me run the digital centre this 
way,” she said.

“Even when I was pregnant, I had to walk up 
the stairs to the 6th floor. It was difficult. I now 
feel discouraged to run the service at times,” said 
Aklima, adding that she would move to a separate 
office on her own if she found one within her 
budget. 

Other entrepreneurs from DSCC and DNCC 
recounted similar experiences. They also alleged 
that councillors want to keep their own men as 
entrepreneurs to run the digital centres, instead of 
the entrepreneurs selected by the a2i programme 
and city corporations. Therefore, the councillors 
are unwilling to extend their support, alleged the 
entrepreneurs.

When asked if they filed any complaint, they 
said filing complaints against the councillors 
wouldn’t be a good idea considering the power 
they have locally. Hence many of them refrained 
for filing complaints.

Some entrepreneurs informed a2i personnel 
and city corporation officers regarding the matter, 
but no effective solution could be reached, they 
said. 

DNCC ward-1 Councillor Afsar Uddin Khan 
was contacted about the digital centre in his 
area, but he appeared completely unaware of the 
initiative and said, “Let me call you back. I’ll let 
you know if there is such initiative around my 
area.”

Same thing happened when this correspondent 
called DNCC ward-17 Councillor Md Ishak Mia. 
At first he said that everything in his ward is 
digitally operated.

When asked about the entrepreneurs, he 
handed the phone to the ward’s secretary Lutfur 
Rahman Halim, who said, “Our councillor is 
newly elected. We’ll get back to you if any such 
entrepreneurs are there and digital centre exists in 
our ward.”

VAGUE REASSURANCE FROM AUTHORITIES 

Kamal Hossain Saikat, national consultant of the 
a2i programme, said, “Those who became new 
councillors are not aware of the initiative. But 
they will know soon.”

When asked why there’s no monitoring 
committee headed by the councillors as per the 
guideline, he replied, “As we already monitor 
them directly from a2i programme and monitor 
their income and performance, councillors do 
not need to interfere that much.”

“We can see how much they earn along with 
other data through our online system from here 
and based on that, we evaluate their performance 
and arrange training if needed,” he added.

When asked about the entrepreneurs’ 
complaints against the councillors and whether 
they tried to solve those matters, he said from their 
a2i programme, they inform the city corporations. 
The city corporation officials should act if there 
are any complaints, he said.

He then suggested this correspondent to speak 
with city corporation authorities. 

The focal person for the entrepreneurs at DSCC, 
Abu Taiyeb Rokon said, “Right now we don’t have 
any complaints regarding councillors. However, 
in the beginning there were complaints.”

“Our mayor has plans to strengthen the digital 
centres. Soon DSCC will hold an introduction 
meeting with the councillors and entrepreneurs 
so that both parties have a strong connection,” 
added Rokon, also a system analyst of DSCC.

When asked about the budget for the 
entrepreneurs from DSCC, he said, “No money 
was spent for digital centres in previous years. 
However, this year we have allocated Tk 10 lakh 
for its development.”

Regarding the gap between councillors and 
entrepreneurs, DNCC Secretary Rabindra Sri 
Barua said, “Councillors from new wards might 
not know about the digital centres but this will be 
solved in a few years.”

Asked about the entrepreneurs’ complaints 
that they didn’t get any laptops or printers, he 
commented, “If there’s any gap we’ll have to 
address it and city corporation will take steps.”

Prof Hasna 
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Prof Hasna earned her BA (1968) and MA (1969) from DU 
and her PhD (1978) in moral philosophy from Monash 
University, where she was the first doctoral advisee of 
Australian philosopher Peter Singer. 

The title of her doctoral dissertation was “Moore’s 
Ethics: Theory and Practice”. She was a prolific author, and 
translated several philosophical classics into Bengali.

Prof Hasna served as chair of DU’s philosophy 
department from 1991 to 1994, and was appointed as 
Rokeya Chair at University Grants Commission (UGC) in 
2010. 

She was a board member of International Association of 
Bioethics from 1997 to 2005, and a member of the editorial 
board of Eubios Journal of Asian and International 
Bioethics.

No structure
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not mean rivers should be 
damaged. We want proper 
implementation of our 
laws.”

Shahina Akthar, assistant 
district commissioner 
(revenue) of Manikganj; 
Runa Laila, upazila 
nirbahi officer of 
Singair upazila; Meher 
Nigar Sultana, assistant 
commissioner (land) of 
Singair; NRCC officials, 
local administration of 
Manikganj, among others, 
were present during the 
visit.

According to the Singair 
local administration, 
around 200 acres of land 
along Dhaleshwari River 
were grabbed at different 
times and are still occupied. 

Bangladesh to 
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trap, which actually is not right. The 
country’s borrowing from China is only 6.5 
percent while only 1.3 percent from India. 
Also, the cost of borrowing is only 1.3 
percent that would not shoot up, he said.

“We will become a developed nation, a 
Shonar Bangla by 2041,” Momen said.

He said Bangladesh will hold seminars 
and exhibitions in over 60 Bangladesh 
missions, where Bangabandhu Centers 
were established, next year to showcase 
Bangladesh, her achievements and the 
values of peace and tolerance. Besides, two 
outstanding diplomats -- one Bangladeshi 
and another foreign diplomat in Bangladesh 
-- will be recognised with gold medal.

Abul Maal Abdul Muhith said 
Bangabandhu was a visionary leader not 
only of Bangladesh, but of the world, who 
preached his ideals for the world’s deprived 
people. In his address to the UN, he spoke 
half the time for the people of Africa. 

Bangabandhu dreamt of a secular, 
just and democratic society where all 
people have freedom -- ideals that led to 
the creation of Bangladesh based not on 
religion, but of language and culture. 

“Bangabandhu was so farsighted that he 
enacted the maritime law in 1974 and we 
had only a few things to amend in 2014 
before delimiting our maritime boundary,” 
Muhith said.

Shockingly, the “agents of Pakistan” 
assassinated the great leader, he said. 

Prime Minister’s International Affairs 
Adviser Dr Gawher Rizvi highlighted the 
necessity of forming Bangladesh Krishak 
Sramik Awami League (Baksal), saying 
had Bangabandhu lived a little longer, the 
country could have reached the goal of 
Sonar Bangla long before.

State Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Shahriar Alam also spoke at the event, 
attended by diplomats from home and 
abroad, academics and journalists.

Interfaith
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“That will be made more 
dynamic,” he hoped. 

Saying that the Islamic 
Foundation is constructing 
a total of 560 model 
mosques and Islamic 
culture centers at district 
and upazila levels, he said 
the activities undertaken 
by the government for the 
welfare of Hindu, Buddhist 
and Christian communities 
would be further enhanced.

The state minister 
sought cooperation and 
constructive advice of 
journalists as a bridge to 
convey the aspirations 
of the people to the 
government and to inform 
the people about the 
activities and services of 
the government.

COX’S BAZAR SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE

Community’s interests should
get priority: people’s court
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A people’s court asked Bangladesh 
government to ensure the protection of 
marine biodiversity and ecology alongside 
ensuring the rights of resource-dependent 
coastal communities when implementing 
any projects related to the blue economy.

A group of rights activists from different 
countries organised the virtual people’s 
court on Monday.

Environmental Activist and Food 
Sovereignty Advocate Dr Vandana Shiva; 
Former UN Rapporteur Anand Grover 
from India; Executive Director of Abika 
Uhaki Foundation Ezar Mbogiri from 

Kenya, and Executive Committee member 
of Naripokko, Sheerin Parvin Huq from 
Bangladesh were in the jury board.

People of different professions from 
Cox’s Bazar presented their recent situation 
to the court. “Local labourers should be 
hired in Special Economic Zone and the 
government should arrange shelter for 
people displaced due to this project,” 
said Mamunul Haque, a resident of 
Moheshkhali near Special Economic Zone. 

    “Small-scale fishers are unable to catch 
enough fish as big trawlers are catching 
most of the stock,” said Md Abdul Halim, a 
deep-sea fisheries worker from Cox’s Bazar.


