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A brick Kiln is being built near the schools at Dhitpur village in Netrakona’s Kalmakanda upazila
despite protest by local people.
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Brick kiln near schools

There are 3 temples, a mosque and a Qaumi madrasa within

150-metre of the brick kiln

658 homeless families
getting house on
occasion of Mujib Year

Our CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Six hundred and fifty eight landless and
homeless families are going to get house in
12 upazilas of the district on the occasion
of 100th birthday of Bangabandhu.

Of the 658 houses, 564 houses will be
given under the Ashrayan-2 project under
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) of the 2020-
2021 fiscal year and the rest will be given
by Tangail district unit of Awami League
will give 50 and the other 44 houses by the
public representatives, district and upazila
administrations and other government and
private organisations.

Each of the semi-paka houses will
comprise two rooms, kitchen and toilet,
which will cost Tk 1.71 lakh.

Meanwhile, the district administration
has already got allocation for building the
564 houses for the landless and homeless
of 'Ka’ listed families.

The construction of the houses was
inaugurated at all upazilas in the district at
a time on Friday.

The construction

works will be

completed by the next one month, sources
at district administration said.
Tangail district unit of AL on Friday

afternoon organised a programme in
Dighulia area of the town on the occasion
of laying foundation stone of the houses.

Fazlur Rahman Khan Faruk, president of
district unit of AL, attended the programme
as the chief guest while local lawmaker
Sanoar Hossain and Md Ataul Gani, deputy
commissioner (DC) of Tangail, were
present as special guests.

The DC, in his speech, said following
direction of the PMO, the district
administration has taken the challenge that
no family in Tangail will remain homeless
after March 17, 2021.

They have already got allocation for
construction of 564 semi-paka houses at
12 upazilas in the district and lists of the
beneficiaries were made by local upazila
nirbahi officers previously, he said.

“We have sought further allocation
for building such more houses. We want
to construct total 2000 such houses for
landless and homeless families in the
district,” he added.

The DC also thanked Tangail district
unit of AL for their separate initiative to
construct such houses for 50 homeless
families responding to the urge of the
prime minister.
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Our CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

An influential quarter is constructing a brick kiln
in a residential area of Netrakona’s Kalmakanda
upazila, denying the people’s objections.

If the brickfield is built in Dhitpur village,
the all-out nature-friendly environment will be
destroyed and it will pose health risk to students
and teachers of two adjacent schools-- Dhitpur
Government Primary School and Dhitpur High
School-- and local people as well, said some ex-
students of the schools.

Locals said Monmohan Nandi donated
32-decimal of land to establish Dhitpur
Government Primary School in 1939. Later, his
nephew late Ranjit Kumar Nandi donated some
150-decimal of land to establish Dhitpur High
School in 1991.

Saiful Islam Talukder and his young brother
Abdul Awal Talukder of adjacent Shonoi village
are jointly constructing the brickfield on some
150-decimal of cropland at Dhitpur village,

some 70-metre away from the schools. They
took lease of the land from one Quaide Azam
of the village.

There are some 700 students in the schools.
There are also three temples, a mosque and a
Qaumi madrasa within 100 to 150-metre of the
brick kiln, said a teacher preferring not to be
named.

The small village is hugely populated. As
most of the people are poor here, the influential
persons selected the area for their business.

Mohammad Mainuddin, president of
Dhitpur Primary School’s managing committee,
said they asked the owners not to construct the
brick kiln but they did not bother. Mainuddin
is also president of Jubo League Pogla union
unit.

“If the brick kiln goes into operation, it will
bring a disastrous effect on the ecology of the
locality. So, the authorities concerned should
take necessary steps in this regard immediately”,
said Md Rukun Uddin Biswas, headmaster of

Dhitpur High School.

Saiful Islam Talukder, one of the owners, said
they have taken permission from administration
and the Department of Environment (DoE) as
well to build the brick kiln.

Chanchal Chowdhury, manager of the
brickfield, said the kiln will go into operation
in December this year.

Chairman of Pogla union parishad Md
Rafiqul Islam said the brick kiln owners met
him for trade license on several occasions and
when he asked them to show valid papers but
they did not show it.

Contacted, Upazila Nirbahi Officer Md
Sohel Rana said he did not know anything
about permission of building the brick kiln.

Farid Ahmed, director of DoE in
Mymensingh, said there is no scope to construct
a brick kiln within one kilometre of educational
institutions or farmland.

They will visit the spot soon to take next
course of action, he said.

Homeless Maleka Begum, widow of valiant freedom fighter Nawsher Ali, in Tangail
town is going to get house on the occasion of Mujib Borsho.
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Months of hard work is almost over for this Aman farmer in Mahendranagar village of
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila. With both weather and price favourable during this time
around, he can surely relax till at least the next cultivation season.

Aman harvest in full swing
in Lalmonirhat

Our CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Farmers started harvesting Aman
paddy in Lalmonirhat with much
fanfare in favourable weather
conditions.

The harvesting is mainly being
done from fields on higher elevation
now. Harvesting in low-lying
areas will commence around mid-
November.

The farmers who started harvesting
the paddy said they were getting a
slightly reduced yield per bigha this
year, but the prices they were getting
for the grain at local markets have so
far been satisfactory.

The yield of paddy from each
bigha of land this year has been 9 to
10 maunds (one maund is equal to
37.3242 kilograms), which is about
1 to 2 maunds less than that in the
previous year, they also said.

Many farmers, however, said even
though they have been able to sell
the paddy at a bit higher prices -- Tk
1,000 to Tk 1,050 per maund, their

profit margin would remain low as
the production cost this year rose due
to an increased use of pesticides.
Excessive rainfall this year resulted
in an increase in pest attacks and the
farmers had to spend a good amount
of money on pesticides, they added.
Jiten Chandra Barman, a farmer
from Doljor village in Aditmari
upazila, said an enhanced use of
pesticides this year raised the cost of
production on each bigha of land to
Tk 5,500 to Tk 6,000, whereas the
cost was Tk 5,000 last year.
According to Department of
Agricultural Extension (DAE)
in Lalmonirhat, Aman has been
cultivated on 85,575 hectares of land
in five upazilas of the district this
year, with a production target for
paddy set at 4.5 lakh metric tonnes.
Naderul Islam, a farmer from
Mahendranagar area of Lalmonirhat
Sadar upazila, said he harvested 21
maunds of paddy from two bighas of
land last year. But this year, he got 19

maunds from the same land.

Despite the lower yield, he said
he was happy with the prices being
offered at the markets.

Farmer Azgar Ali, from Bhadai
village in Aditmari upazila, said he
was harvesting paddy from his fields
on higher ground, but he would need
another week to be able to harvest
paddy from fields in low-lying areas.

The paddy yield declined slightly
due to heavy rainfall and floods this
year, he said, adding that from six
bighas of land this time, he harvested
57 maunds of paddy, which he sold
for between Tk 1,000 and Tk 1,050
per maund.

Shamim Ashraf, deputy director of
DAE in Lalmonirhat, however, said
paddy harvesting was already done
from 40 per cent of the fields in the
district, but they did not notice any
decline in yield this year.

The yield from low-lying
Aman fields might fall slightly, he
anticipated.
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