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TEN 2 INT'L FRIENDLY
Turkey v Croatia

TEN 1TINT'L FRIENDLY
Belgium v Switzerland
Live from 1:45am
(Thursday)

SONY SIX

INT'L FRIENDLY

Norway v Israel
Live from 11:00pm
Germany v (zech
Republic

Live from 1:45am
(Thursday)

Live from 11:45pm
Netherlands v Spain
Live from 1:45am
(Thursday)

Blazing a trail
of success

Bangladesh won the Asia Cup in 2018
-- the first major cricketing trophy for a
country where male cricketers usually
get the lion's share of the spotlight.
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“I hope many more girls
in our country will focus

more on playing cricket According to Nazmul Abedeen
and workon theirfitness  Fahim, who was manager of the BCB
in order to achieve women’s cricket wing development for

something for their
country after seeing my performance or
Jahanra's [Alam| performance,” Salma
Khatun said after helping Trailblazers
win the Women's T20 Challenge for the
first time.

Salma had to go through a
challenging six-day quarantine period
at a hotel in the United Arab Emirates
before she got the chance to introduce
herself to the rest of her Trailblazers
teammates, with whom she participated
in the three-team T20 tournament.

But by the time the tournament
ended, Salma ensured that she would
need no further introduction, at least
not to players from around the globe
playing in the franchise T20 tournament
-- popularly known as the Women's IPL.

In her debut campaign, she played an
important part in helping Trailblazers
to the title. Adapting to tough situations
was never an issue for a girl whose family

a long time, Salma is just as good as any
male spinner the country has.

“Salma has the ability to turn the
ball away from the batters and can
also bowl the arm ball very effectively.
She is as good as any spinner we have
in the Bangladesh [male] side,” opined
Nazmul.

Salma was however not the only
Bangladeshi player who featured in
the tournament. Pacer Jahanara Alam
completed her second stint with Velocity.
Even though Velocity could not make it
to the final, falling short on net run-rate,
Jahanara did not fail to make a name
for herself. The right-armer scalped two
crucial wickets during their win against
Supernovas in the opening game.

In the early 2000s, it took some
inspiring performances from the likes
of Mohammad Rafique, Mohammad
Ashraful and Mashrafe Bin Mortaza to
help instil the confidence in the next
generation that they too can do well

Mumbai Indians players celebrate with the IPL trophy after winning the final against Delhi Capitals at the Dubai International Cricket
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Stadium yesterday.
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turned out to be the shortest final
in the history of IPL, in terms of
the overs played. Led by captain
Rohit Sharma’s 68 and a terrific
Trent Boult, Mumbai Indians
used all their experience of having
featured in 5 previous IPL finals to
good effect against Shreyas Iyer’s
men.

“Pretty happy with how things
went the entire season for us.
We said at the start we want to
make winning a habit, and you
couldn’t have asked any more

Probably one of the toughest
leagues to play. I feel overwhelmed
playing in such a league. It's been
a great journey. I'm very proud
of my boys, it's not a small feat
to reach the final. It was a great
achievement. Winning the IPL is
something more - one step ahead.
We'll come back stronger and
see to it that we win the trophy. I
would just like to tell the fans that
you've been great support through
the season,” said Delhi captain
Shreyas Iyer.

BCB awaiting CWI
feedback

SPORTS REPORTER

The Rohit Sharma-lead team clinched their
fifth title, extending the record as the most
successful team in the tournament. They
have lost only once in the final (2010).

HIGHEST INDIVIDUAL SCORE:
132%, KL Rahul, Punjab, against
Bengaluru

BEST BOWLING: 5/20, Varun
Chakravarthy, Kolkata, against Delhi

MOST DOT BALLS: 175, Jofra Archer,
Rajasthan

FASTEST DELIVERY: 156.22
(km/h), Anrich Nortje, Delhi, against
Rajasthan

33-year-old Rohit, the dashing Indian
opener, is now the most successful captain
in the IPL with five title wins.

Rohit became the first captain to score
50+ runs in two IPL final (50 of 26 balls vs
Chennai, 2015 and 56* of 27 vs Delhi, 2020).

This season might be a
bit different

by Leicester, Southampton, Villa and
early on Everton suggests a shake-

ReuteRrs, LONDON The last time that happened was

in 2006 when Bolton Wanderers and

Mominul
tests positive

SroRTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Test captain
Mominul Haque became
the latest cricketer to be
infected by the coronavirus.
The left-hander had himself
tested on Monday due

to slight symptoms and

the report yesterday came
positive.

“I was feeling slightly
feverish a couple of days
back. So I got tested
yesterday and the result
came out positive,” said
Mominul yesterday.

“My wife has also tested
positive. We are in home
quarantine,” the Test
skipper said, adding that he
has mild fever.

Mominul became the
second national cricketer to
test positive this week after
T20 captain Mahmudullah
Riyad tested positive earlier
in the week which forced
him out of the PSL playoffs.

Meanwhile, the
second and final day of
the mandatory fitness
test of the cricketers
outside the national, high
performance, and under-19
side, completed yesterday.

Nasir Hossain and
Sohag Gazi failed the
fitness test for the second
consecutive day.

cricket back to the country
as the board is waiting for
a feedback from the West
Indies cricket board regarding the Windies’
scheduled to tour to Bangladesh in January
next year for three Tests, three ODIs and
two T20Is.

The BCB has already sent a bio-bubble
plan to Cricket West Indies (CWI) and the
health authorities of the government and is
awaiting a feedback before making the final
decision.

“As per our communication with the
West Indies cricket board, we have already
sent a bio-bubble plan to them and the
authorities of our government. Once we get
the feedback from the West Indies board,
we can make the final decision,” BCB
CEO Nizamuddin Chowdhury told media
yesterday.

Chowdhury also said that the BCB is
willing to complete the tour in a short time.
“What we understand from the West Indies
board is that we need to keep the tour
short and our main target will be to fulfil
what we have on our FIP (Future Tours
Programme). We are working accordingly

but we are yet to reach a final decision,” he
said.

The BCB is all set to host the
Bangabandhu T20 Cup by the end of this
month, and although the schedule of the
five-team domestic tournament is yet to
be finalised, according to Chowdhury the
board is willing to finish the tournament
by the time they host West Indies.

Following a seven-month halt due to
the coronavirus pandemic, cricket in the
country returned through the 50-over
BCB President’s Cup. However, it was in
March this year that Bangladesh had an
international series, with the Tigers hosting
Zimbabwe.

Hosting an international series after the
pandemic might be challenging in regards
to maintaining safety protocols, but BCB
is gradually gaining experience by hosting
domestic competitions.

Barcelona and Argentina
superstar Lionel Messi
returned to national
team duty yesterday
ahead of World Cup
qualifiers against
Paraguay, in Buenos
Aires on November 13
and Peru, in Lima on
November 17.
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is usually a
sufficient period for the big guns
to start gathering near the top of
the table and for the surprise early
pace-setters to be on their inevitable
slide.

Now and again a club from
outside the accepted top-six will defy
gravity for longer and once in a blue
moon miracles happen, as Leicester
City proved by winning the title in
2015-16 as 5000-1 outsiders.

A glance at the standings after the
weekend’s games raises the prospect
that this season might be a bit
different.

Southampton, beaten 9-0 by
Leicester a year ago, began the
weekend perched on top for the first
time in 32 years after winning on
Friday, Tottenham Hotspur beat West
Bromwich Albion to take over for a
few hours on Sunday before Leicester
moved to the summit with 18
points from eight games by beating
Wolverhampton Wanderers.

With Aston Villa’s 3-0 drubbing of
Arsenal hoisting them to sixth, three
points behind Leicester with a game
in hand, Everton in seventh, Crystal
Palace in eighth and Wolves in ninth,
it resembles a table from the 70s or
80s, long before the evolution of a
Premier League big four and then big
six.

Manchester City are 10th, albeit
from only seven games, while Arsenal
and Manchester United languish in
the bottom half.

BBC pundit and former England
striker Alan Shearer says he still
expects champions Liverpool and
Manchester City to battle each
other for the title again and the
bookmakers agree.

But the quality so far displayed

Nielsen’s Gracenote, Leicester’s start
is the best by a team from outside the
big six since Leeds United also took
18 points from eight games 19 years
ago, eventually finishing fifth.

What is more, Leicester are three
points better off after eight games
than they were in 2015 and are
enjoying their best start to a top-
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flight campaign since 1930.

While Leicester’s form is perhaps
less surprising, given they were
impressive last season before a late
fade, Southampton’s is more so
considering their squad is more or
less the same as last season’s when
they struggled.

They have 16 points, meaning
it is the first time in 14 years that
two teams from outside the big six
have averaged at least two points per
match in their first eight games.

Bangladesh Cricket Board " Eight  rounds yp in the top half is not beyond the Portsmouth eventually finished in
(BCB) is hopeful about Premier int a Premier realm of possibility. seventh and ninth places respectively.
bringing international QU@ League season According to statistics provided by Should Villa get a point in their

next game against Brighton, it would
mean three teams outside the big
six have taken 16 or more points
from their opening eight games --
something that has happened in
only two Premier League seasons
since 1995.

While the appearance of the table
is refreshing, it is far too early to
start talking about the prospects of
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another Leicester-like fairytale.

Of the 21 teams from outside the
big six to have taken 16 or more
points from their first eight games,
only five finished in the top four,
with Newcastle United blowing
a golden chance to win the title
in 1995-96, finishing second to
Manchester United.

And a cautionary take is that of
Hull City who took 17 points from
their first eight games but two from
their last eight, surviving on the last
day of the 2008-09 season.



