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Church ransacked in Kulaura Khasi village

The attack was carried out hours after the authorities evicted illegal occupants from a betel leaf garden owned by a Khasi family

MiINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

A church was ransacked and at least one
person sustained injury during an attack on
Ichhachhara Khasi village in Kulaura upazila
on Monday night -- several hours after the
upazila administration in a raid evicted illegal
occupants from a betel leaf garden belonging
to an indigenous family at Katabari Paan Jum.

Around 50 to 60 men armed with local
weapons, led by Rafiq Ali, who had been
evicted from the garden several hours earlier,
first vandalised a grocery store owned by
one Lal Mia around 7:00pm and they later
ransacked the nearby church too, locals said,
adding that when the attackers started to
throw stones at houses up on the hills, at least
one person was hurt while running to safety.

AKM Shafi Ahmed Salman, chairman
of Kulaura Upazila Parishad, told this
correspondent over phone that the attackers
fled by the time Kulaura Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) ATM Farhad Chowdhury,
Additional Superintendent of Police (Kulaura
Circle) Sadeq Kawsar Dastagir, Kulaura Police
Station Officer-in-Charge Binay Bhushan
Ray and Karmadha Union Parishad (UP)
Chairman MA Rahman arrived at the scene.

UNO ATM Farhad said all steps have been
taken to ensure security of the indigenous
community.

To dispel the tension, the five-acre property,
which was freed from illegal occupation
earlier in the day, has been placed under the
responsibility of the local UP chairman and
two UP members and Village Police will guard
the property.

This correspondent could not reach Rafiq
Ali for his version of the incident despite
making multiple calls on his cell phone.

Yesterday'’s attack further escalated tensions
among around 12,000 members of small
ethnic communities residing at 32 villages in
the upazila.

The inhabitants in the villages had been

The ransacked church at Ichhachhara Khasi village in Moulvibazar’s Kulaura upazila. Left, ATM Farhad Chowdhury, magistrate and upazila
nirbahi officer of Kulaura, (sixth from left) along with other members of the eviction team during the Monday afternoon drive at Katabari

Paan Jum in the upazila.

living in anxiety since the betel leaf garden,
locally known as ‘paan jum’, was taken over
by force on the night of September 27.

A group of men led by Rafiq Ali, an
influential local from Tatriuli village, forcibly
entered the property at Katabari Paan Jum and
took its possession, said Josper Amlorong, the
lawful owner of the garden.

Josper is a Khasi by ethnicity and suffering
from cancer for the last three years. Like most
Khasis, the betel leaf garden had been the only
source of income for him and his family.

The sudden loss of income sent the family
into tremendous financial hardship while
Josper’s physical condition deteriorated without
timely treatment of the cancer in his body.

The Daily Star ran two reports in this regard
on its Bangla online portal on October 10 and
November 5.

On Monday, around afternoon, UNO ATM
Farhad, also the magistrate of Kulaura, led a
team of law enforcers during the eviction drive.

Tanvir Hossain, executive magistrate of
Moulvibazar and Mizanur Rahman, deputy
assistant director of Rapid Action Battalion-9
(Srimangal), also accompanied the eviction
team.

Ever since occupying the garden forcibly,
Rafiq Ali and his hired goons had been
claiming that the land belonged to Rafiq. They
even had been issuing death threats to Josper
and other members of the community if they
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tried to go near the garden, said Josper.

Rafiq engaged outsiders to guard the
garden 24 hours-a-day and they had been
damaging the betel plants by plucking leaves
without following proper procedures, he
also said.

During a visit to the area on November
3, this correspondent witnessed a couple of
workers collecting betel leaves in the garden.
When the correspondent made attempt to
enter the garden, he came under resistance
from Rafiq's workers.

One of the workers, Bashir Ahmed,
introduced himself as the caretaker of the
garden. He claimed that his brother Rafiq Ali
owns the garden.

When contacted over phone, Rafiq became
furious for attempting to enter the property
“without his permission”. He also said, “Do
you have any court order? I will implicate you
in false cases... We've got your photo.”

The inhabitants of the indigenous villages
in the meantime have been in a state of shock
and disbelief after witnessing how easily
someone encroached on a property belonging
to one of their community members, by
preparing fabricated land deeds.

Flora Babbly Talang, general secretary
of  Kuboraj Inter-punji  Development
Organisation, condemned the ransacking of
the church and demanded immediate arrest of
the persons responsible for Monday’s attack.

Whenever there is an incident of
encroachment on an ancestral property of any
indigenous community, the authorities have
to act swiftly. Otherwise, land grabbers might
take over thousand other betel leaf gardens in
indigenous villages in a similar fashion, she
also said.

Father Joseph Gomes OMI, an executive
committee member of Bangladesh Paribesh
Andolon, said livelihoods of the Khasis
depend on betel leaf cultivation and
the community will face extinction if
encroachment on their gardens and property
continues unabated.

Thanking the administration for the
eviction drive, Bangladesh Adivasi Forum
General Secretary Sanjeeb Drong said the
government needs to take swift action as
incidents of encroachment on ancestral
property of the minorities with fabricated
documents are rising alarmingly.

UNO ATM Farhad said in mid-October,
when he called the two parties in a meeting
to settle the dispute by arbitration and
mediation, Rafig Ali did not show up.

Later, the land documents provided by
Rafiq were found to be fabricated after those
were sent to the sub-registrar’s office in Dhaka
for verification.

Dublar Char, other spots buzz
with fish drying

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Fish drying is going on in full swing
at Dublar Char and several other
areas in the Sundarbans. Fish drying
season has started in the char areas on
November 5 which will continue till
March. Dublar Char is the largest fish
drying centre in the Sundarbans.

The other areas include Alorkol,
Narkelbaria, Shelarchar and Meherali
Char in the Sharankhola Range of the
Eastern Sundarbans Division.

Around 20,000 fishermen are
engaged in drying fish after netting
them from the sea. The fishermen use
more than 30 types of nets to catch
fish and dry them in the sun and make
it suitable for export.

Various species of fish including
rupchanda, churi, laitya and different
kinds of shrimp are dried in the areas.

More than ten thousand of fishermen
from Chattagram, Barguna, Pirojpur,
Satkhira and other districts go to the
Sundarbans during the fish drying
season. In the five months, they will dry

a large quantity of fish in several chars
including Dublar Char after netting
them from the Bay of Bengal.

Besides the fishermen, fish traders
also go there for drying fish for
preservation and sale.

The government also gets a large
amount of revenue from here.
However, fishing in the Sundarbans
for a long time cannot improve the
financial situation of the fishermen.

According to the fishermen, the fish
drying season in the Sundarbans starts
every year before the onset of winter.
They stay in the Sundarbans for five
months, braving natural disasters. But
they cannot run their family properly
with the money they earn during the
fish drying season.

Fisherman  Dulal  Sheikh  of
Sharankhola upazila said they have to go
to sea during the fish drying season every
year after taking loans. They do not get
any financial help from the government.

Shukur Ali, a dried fish trader,
said with six nets, three trawlers

and 30 employees, he goes to the
Sundarbans every year during the fish
drying season. About Tk 20 lakh is
required for a season. This time, he has
borrowed the money from local NGOs
and moneylenders at high interest.

Contacted, Sundarbans East Forest
Divisional Forest Officer Belayet
Hossain said they are taking steps to
help the affected fishermen.

He added that coronavirus
situation may intensify in winter. So,
they have allowed fishermen to go
to sea on some conditions, which
include maintaining health guidelines
and hygiene.

Leaders of the fishermen have been
asked to follow the health guidelines
strictly, Belayet said.

In the fiscal year 2019-20, revenue
of Tk 2.73 crore has been collected
from there while it was Tk 2.46
crore in the 2018-19 fiscal year. The
forest department has set a revenue
collection target of Tk 3.20 crore for
the 2020-21 financial year.

3 fraudsters
arrested

Our CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Members of Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab-8) arrested
three alleged members of
a gang, involved in bKash
fraud and mugging, from
Madhukhali upazila early
yesterday.

Debashish Karmakar,
company commander
of Rab-8 in Faridpur,
said acting on a tip-off,
they conducted a drive
at Dumain village and
arrested Nur Alam, 19,
Shaharup Sheikh, 18, and
Shakil Sheikh, 19, around
12:30am.

They also seized 16
mobile phone sets and 27
SIM cards from them.

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) on Sunday seized this touchstone statue of Hindu
god Vishnu, weighing 380 kilograms, from Dewra village in Joypurhat’s Akkelpur
upazila.
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Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
Health Services Division
Health Economics Unit
14/2, Topkhana Road (3rd Floor), Dhaka-1000

Request for Expression of Interest (EOI)

For

on Economic Burden of COVID-19 in Bangladesh”

Recruiting Research firm for the “Stud
. Ministry/Division

Health Services Division, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

Agency

Health Economics Unit (HEU).

3. Name of the procuring entity

Director General, HEU.

Procuring entity district

Dhaka.

Research Organization.

EQI Ref. No.

45.05.0000.007.31.012.20.937

1
2
4,
5. Type of organization
5
6

Date

10 November, 2020

KEI'I' INFORMATION
7. | Procurement sub-method

Quality and Cost Based Selection (QCBS).

FUNDING INFORMATION

8. Budget and source of funds

Funds of Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh (GOB),
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW).

PARTICULAR INFORMATION

9. Project/program name (if applicable)

Study on Economic Burden of COVID-19 in Bangladesh.

Date [ Time

10. EOQI closing date and time

25 November, 2020 | 14:00

1. Brief description of the assignment

The COVID-19 recession is a major ongoing global economic crisis
which has caused both a recession in some nations, and in others a
depression. It is currently the worst global economic crisis since the
Great Depression. The Bangladesh economy is losing Tk 33 billion
every day from its service and agriculture sectors during the nationwide
shutdown over the coronavirus outbreak. The healthcare facilities in the
country are limited to serve its 160 million-plus population. Initially
Bangladesh's capacity to test for corona virus infection and to isolate
and treat patients confirmed to have COVID-19 is restricted by only
public health infrastructure. Later it has been extended to private
facilities. “Overburdened” at the best of times, this infrastructure is in no
position to meet the challenges posed by COVID-19. The aim of the
study is to find out the direct and indirect cost of treating the Covid-19 in
Bangladesh during the year 2020 as well as to estimate the economic
burden of Covid-19 from societal perspective (i.e., both household and
hospital) in Bangladesh during the year 2020.

12. | Experience, resource and delivery capacity
required

To be selected, the organization must have the following:

e Familiarity with the health, nutrition, and population sector program

e Extensive experlise on economic evaluation & cost analysis of
healthcare related exercise

e Expertise in use of STATA/SPSS statistical software for data
analysis

e Proven expertise in qualty report writng & policy
recommendations in English.

13. | Other details (i applicable)

EOI should be submitted in sealed envelope clearly marked “Study on
Economic Burden of COVID-19 in Bangladesh” to the undersigned.

14, Association with external firm

Not applicable.

15. Indicative start date (monthiyear) January, 2021.
16 Indicative completion date (monthfyear) May, 2021,
PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS
17. | Name of official inviting Expression of | Dr. Mohd. Shahadt Hossain Mahmud.
Interest (EOI)

18. | Designation of official inviting EOI

Director General (Additional Secretary), Health Economics Unit, Health
Service Division, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW).

19. Address of official inviting EOI

Health Economics Unit, 14/2, Topkhana Road (3rd Floor), Dhaka 1000.

20. Contact details of official inviing tender

Telephone: 9586822, Fax: 9582207
e-mail: do@heu.gov.bd

21. Detail information available in the website

www.hsd.gov.bd; www.heu.portal.gov.bd; www.cptu.gov.bd

The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all EOls.

GD-1799

Director General {Additional Secretary)
Health Economics Unit, Health Service Division

Youth jailed
for life term
for killing
schoolgirl

Our CORRESPONDENT,
LALMONIRHAT

A Kurigram court on
Monday jailed a youth
until his natural death in
connection with a case
for killing a teenage girl
in Roumari upazila of the
district in 2015.

Kurigram District and
Sessions Judge Abdul
Mannan handed down the
verdict in presence of the
convict Anarul Haque, 24,
of Batargram village in the
upazila.

Besides, the main
accused in the case Ayub
Alj, 20, fell unconscious
and drowned while
washing his blood-
stained clothes in a local
waterbody soon after the
murder.

According to the case
statement, Ayub and with
his accomplice Anarul
went to the house of Arjina
Khatun on June 14 in 2015
as she refused to accept
Ayub'’s love proposal.

The duo killed the girl
by slitting her throat with
a knife when none of her
family members were
present.

Meanwhile, soon after
the incident some of the
villagers saw Ayub and
Anarul fleeing the spot,
police said.

Victim’s mother Sajida
Khatun later filed a murder
case with Roumari Police
Station accusing Anarul
and two to three other
unnamed people.
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