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Bangabandhu greets Nixon
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of accession. Bangladesh will thus benefit from “most 
favoured nation” treatment which GATT members grant 
each other.
UN CONSIDERING EXTENSION OF RELIEF WORK 

Britain and Australia have expressed their willingness in 
favour of extension of United Nations Relief Programmes 
in Bangladesh. A number of countries is meeting in New 
York today to take a decision on the extension of UN 
relief operations in Bangladesh for another nine months 
following an appeal by Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman. The present UN relief programmes in 
Bangladesh end in March, 1973.
RECOGNITION BY ETHIOPIA 

Ethiopia today becomes the 16th African country to 
recognise Bangladesh. An announcement from the 
foreign ministry of Ethiopia says Emperor Haile Selassie 
sent a message of recognition to Abu Sayeed Chowdhury, 
president of Bangladesh.
SOURCES: November 11, 1972 issues of Bangladesh 
Observer, Dainik Bangla and Dainik Ittefaq.

Rohingya couple 
held with yaba 
pills, Tk 1.17cr
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Rab arrested a Rohingya couple, and 
seized 5,300 yaba pills and Tk 1.17 
crore cash, on Sunday night at a flat 
in Chandgaon residential area of 
Chattogram city.

The arrestees are Shawkat Islam, 
32, and his wife Morjina, 28. 

A Rab-7 team also recovered four 
fake Bangladeshi national identity 
(NID) cards, a fake National Birth 
Registration certificate and six 
Bangladeshi Mobile SIM cards from 
the couple. 

Rab officials said the couple used 
the fake NID cards to rent the flat.

Flight Lt Ali Ashraf Tushar, 
company commander of Rab-7, 
Chandgaon camp, told The Daily 
Star that “the couple used to sell yaba 
pills, smuggled from Cox’s Bazar, at 
their rented flat.

Prehistoric hunters weren’t
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anthropology at University of California, Davis, in a news 
release.

“But it’s now clear that sexual division of labor was fundamentally 
different -- likely more equitable -- in our species’ deep hunter-
gatherer past.”

The burial site was discovered in 2018 during excavations at a 
high-altitude site called Wilamaya Patjxa in what is now Peru. The 
skeleton’s sex was confirmed by analysis of the bones and protein 
found on the skeleton’s teeth.

2 more held, 3 confess
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cases filed over the killing, vandalism 
and attack on police on October 29. 
Seventeen of them have been accused 
of murder. 

Inspector Mahmudunnabi said 
Jobed and Mehedi made confessional 
statements after they were placed on 
remand while Abdul pleaded his 
guilty without being remanded. Senior 
Judicial Magistrate Begum Ferdousi 
Begum recorded their statements.

Officers have learnt valuable 
information after interrogating the 
main accused, Abul Hossain alias 
Hossain Ali, who was placed on a five-
day remand yesterday. 

Jobed Ali was the khadem 
(caretaker) of Burimari Kendriyo 
Jame Mosjid, the mosque where the 
disagreement between Jewel and 

some locals began. In his statement 
to the court, Jobed said there was no 
incident of insulting the Holy Quran. 

There an argument inside the 
mosque over Jewel’s incoherent words. 
He was taken out of the mosque and 
beaten up. But the situation got out of 
hand once the rumour spread, he said 
in his confession.

Mehedi told the court that he was 
involved in the killing believing in the 
rumours of desecration of the Holy 
Quran. 

Abdul also told the court that he 
believed in the rumours and took 
part in the beatings and setting fire on 
Jewel.

Jewel was a former librarian of 
Rangpur Cantonment Public School 
and College and a former student of 
Dhaka University.

Suu Kyi’s party claims
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Sunday’s election was seen as 
a referendum on the fledgling 
democratic government led by Suu 
Kyi and the NLD, which remains 
hugely popular at home but has seen 
its reputation collapse overseas amid 
allegations of genocide against the 
Rohingya minority.

Despite the expected emphatic 
win, the new Suu Kyi-led government 
is expected to face a myriad of 
challenges. In contrast to the wave 
of optimism that greeted the NLD’s 
landslide win in 2015, Myanmar went 
into this election under a cloud of a 
surging Covid-19 outbreak, economic 
hardship and escalating ethnic 
conflicts.

Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul 
Momen yesterday said Bangladesh 
would welcome the new government 
in Myanmar and expressed optimism 
over the resumption of talks on 
Rohingya repatriation using a 
tripartite mechanism.

Bangladesh, Myanmar and China 
are planning to hold foreign minister-
level talks, likely in Beijing, to begin 
the process without any delay. Despite 
repeated pledges from Myanmar, not 
a single Rohingya returned to Rakhine 
over the last three years.

According to UNB, Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi has recently assured 
Dhaka on Rohingya repatriation, saying 
Myanmar has pledged to take them back. 

The comment came after 
Bangladesh warned that prolonged 
stay of Rohingyas in Bangladesh 
would “jeopardise regional and 
international security”.

Repatriation attempts failed twice 
in November 2018 and August 2019 
amid Rohingyas’ “lack of trust” in the 
Myanmar government. Bangladesh 

and Myanmar signed the repatriation 
deal on November 23, 2017.

The United Nations has said 
there was genocidal intent in a 2017 
army crackdown that forced 730,000 
Rohingya to flee to Bangladesh. 
Myanmar rejects that saying its security 
forces were carrying out legitimate 
operations against Rohingya militants.

The NLD came to power after a 
2015 landslide in which it won a total 
of 390 seats, a benchmark Myo Nyunt 
said it expected to exceed, according 
to data compiled from reports by 
party agents at polling stations across 
the country.

A spokesman for the second biggest 
party, the military-backed Union 
Solidarity and Development Party 
(USDP) could not immediately be 
reached for comment.

The military, which ruled Myanmar 
for nearly 50 years until it began 
withdrawing from civilian politics in 
2011, controls a quarter of seats in 
both houses of parliament, under a 
constitution it drew up and which Suu 
Kyi and her allies want to amend.

Despite a high turnout, more than 
a million people across the country 
were unable to vote after polls 
were cancelled due to insurgencies, 
including hundreds of thousands of 
Rohingyas.  The election commission 
has said the polls in areas affected by 
conflict had to be cancelled for safety 
reasons and that only citizens were 
entitled to vote.

Most Rohingya are not considered 
Myanmar citizens even though many 
can trace family roots back many 
generations.
UK SAYS NEW GOVT MUST TAKE 

BACK ROHINGYAS 

The United Kingdom yesterday 
demanded that the new government 

in Myanmar would take steps towards 
safe, voluntary and dignified return of 
the Rohingyas to their place of origin 
in Rakhine State.

“The new government must work 
to address the valid concerns of 
people across Rakhine,” Lord Tariq 
Ahmad, Minister for South Asia and 
the Commonwealth at the Foreign, 
Commonwealth & Development 
Office (FCDO), told UNB while 
exclusively responding to a few 
questions.

The UK minister reminded that the 
solution lies in Myanmar, and the UK 
is working tirelessly for accountability 
and justice. “We’ll also provide the 
political support needed to resolve 
this crisis in the long-term.”

He said they also want the 
Rakhine Advisory Commission 
recommendations to be implemented, 
including recognising the Rohingyas 
as citizens of Myanmar and allowing 
them freedom of movement, as well as 
making sure they can access essential 
services, like schooling and jobs.

The government of Bangladesh has 
planned to relocate 100,000 Rohingyas 
to Bhasan Char, to ease the burden on 
Cox’s Bazar camps and avoid the risk 
of deaths due to landslides during the 
rainy season.

Several Bangladeshi media outlets 
have recently visited Bhasan Char and 
found the facilities there far better 
than that of Cox’s Bazar camps.

Asked about the relocation plan, 
Minister Ahmad said the UK is 
absolutely clear that the relocation 
of Rohingya refugees to Bhasan 
Char must be “safe, voluntary and 
dignified”.

Bangladesh is now hosting over 
1.1 million Rohingyas in Cox’s Bazar 
district.

Verdict delivered
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an appeal to the High Court, informed 
their lawyer Advocate Faruque Ahmed. 
“We are waiting for the certified copy 
of the verdict, following which we will 
file an appeal.” The compensation 
has been paid by some of the accused 
already because they cannot file an 
appeal without paying it.  

“We hope the courts will dispose 
of the case fast but we do not know 
how long it might take,” said Pal, as 
it took the Metropolitan Sessions 
Judges’ Court six years to deliver the 
conviction. 

This came as a disappointment 
to 29-year-old Rocky, who had 
relentlessly pursued this case. 

“After my brother was killed, 
I married my brother’s wife and 
adopted his two children in order to 
take all their financial responsibilities. 
His son is now 11-years old and his 
daughter is seven. That money would 

have been great help,” said Rocky. 
“I run a car workshop in Pallabi 

but over the years, as I was at the court 
premises several days out of the week, 
I lost many clients. The workshop is 
mostly empty now. I barely earn Tk 
15,000 a month,” said Rocky, who has 
four dependants on him, including 
his mother. 

In this scenario, it seems all that 
awaits Rocky and his family is an 
endless number of years of running to 
and from courts. 

On February 7, 2014, a police team 
led by sub-inspector Jahidur picked 
up Rocky and Jonny from the capital’s 
Pallabi Irani Camp area, along with 
some others, from a pre-wedding 
programme.

They were tortured inside Pallabi 
Police Station for around two-and-
half hours after which Jonny lost 
consciousness. He was taken to a local 
clinic, where he died of his injuries.

Biman Kolkata Chennai
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Biman was forced to cancel the scheduled flight yesterday, 
sources at the Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport told 
The Daily Star.

The thrice a week Dhaka-Chennai-Dhaka flights from 
November 15 was also suspended until further notice.

An official of the national airliner said a lack of passengers, 
fewer visas issued to intended passengers by the Indian High 
Commission, various rules and regulations set by the Indian 
authorities for air travellers, are among the reasons for 
suspension of Biman flights to Kolkata and Chennai.

The airlines, however, will continue its flights to Delhi.
Tahera Khondoker said initially three flights a week were 

operated to Delhi but it has now been reduced to two a week.
After a seven-month hiatus due to the coronavirus 

pandemic, Biman announced three flights a week to Delhi, 
Kolkata and Chennai under an air bubble deal with India.

Officials of Novoair, a private carrier, told The Daily Star 
that they have also postponed their plan to resume flights 
on the Dhaka-Kolkata route due to lack of passengers.

US-Bangla Airlines, the leading private carrier, however, 
continued operating its flights on the Dhaka-Kolkata and 
Dhaka-Chennai routes, said Kamrul Islam, spokesperson 
of the airline.

The carrier is operating 13 flights every week to India 
-- six flights to Kolkata and seven to Chennai.

A top official of the airlines said they are continuing 
services as they do not want to open their market to Indian 
airlines.

According to the air bubble agreement between 
Bangladesh and India, three Bangladeshi airlines were 
scheduled to operate 28 flights a week to different 
destinations in India while five Indian Airlines were 
scheduled to operate the same number of flights to 
Bangladesh.  

World tired, but virus is not
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worldwide since it first surfaced in 
China late last year. 

Tedros warned that the pandemic 
had laid bare the need for the world 
to recapture a “sense of common 
purpose”, which in recent years 
has been eroded by the “creeping 
tides of misguided nationalism and 
isolationism”.

“In that spirit, we congratulate 
President-elect Joe Biden and Vice 
President-elect Kamala Harris and we 
look forward to working with their 
administration very closely.”

Biden has signalled that his 
administration will reverse Donald 
Trump’s decision to withdraw the 
United States -- traditionally WHO’s 
top donor -- from the UN health 
agency.

“We need to reimagine leadership, 
built on mutual trust and mutual 
accountability, to end the pandemic 
and address the fundamental 
inequalities that lie at the root of 
so many of the world’s problems,” 
Tedros said.
US REELS FROM THIRD WAVE 

Meanwhile, the United States became 
the first nation worldwide to surpass 
10 million coronavirus infections, 
according to a Reuters tally, as the 
third wave of the COVID-19 virus 
surges across the nation.

The United states has reported 
about a million cases in the past 10 
days, the highest rate of infections 
since the nation reported its first novel 
coronavirus case in Washington state 
293 days ago.

The country reported a record 

131,420 COVID-19 cases on Saturday 
and has reported over 100,000 
infections five times in the past seven 
days, according to a Reuters tally.

More than 237,000 Americans 
have died of COVID-19 since the 
illness caused by the coronavirus first 
emerged in China late last year.
PANDEMIC ACCELERATES IN 

EUROPE

The pandemic’s recent acceleration in 
Europe has been ferocious. Europe, 
with about 12 million cases, is the 
worst-affected region, overtaking Latin 
America. Europe accounts for 24% of 
COVID-19 deaths.

The region is logging about 1 
million new infections every three 
days or so, according to a Reuters 
analysis. That is 51% of the global 
total.

Protect Sangu-Matamuhuri
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transportation of timber at Boro 
Madok, Choto Madok, Remakri and 
Tindu areas adjacent to the Sangu 
protected forest and formation of a 
high level multi-sectoral committee to 
probe the incident. 

Declared protected in 1880, the Sangu 
reserve forest is known as the only virgin 
forest in the country. There are 36 species 
of mammals, 48 species of reptiles, 19 
species of amphibians, and 11 species of 
rare birds, the statement said. 

The Sangu-Matamuhuri Sanctuary 
was created in 2010 with parts of 
the Sangu and Matamuhuri forests 
to protect endangered wildlife in 
Bangladesh. 

The organisation said smuggling 

of timber from the reserve forest is 
a matter of serious concern as one 
has to cross 12-14 check posts of the 
forest department, police and other 
law enforcement agencies to reach 
Thanchi from the forest. 

It said destruction of these forests 
would have a serious impact on 
the flow of the Sangu and the river 
might dry up. Besides, there would 
be multidimensional environmental 
disaster in this region. 

Contacted, Assistant Conservator of 
Forest in Bandarban Md Anwar Hossain 
denied the allegation that officials were 
involved in smuggling of timber. “We 
have some limitations for travelling to 
the Sangu reserve forest as it is located in 
a very remote area,” he added.

3 land in jail
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28, a resident of a nearby village, 
appeared there and raped the girl 
with the help of Rashida, said the 
police, quoting the statement of a 
case filed over the incident.

After returning home, the girl 
told her family members about the 
incident and her father filed the case 
against Rubel and Rashida later that 
night with Amtali Police Station.

The two were arrested hours later 
and produced before a district court, 
which sent them to jail yesterday, said 
Md Shah Alam Hawladar, officer-in-
charge (OC) of the police station.

In Mymensingh, a court yesterday 
sent a manto jail on charge of raping 
a woman in Nandail upazila.

The accused is Muqbul Hossain, 
60, a resident of Duttapur village in 
the upazila. The 35-year-old victim 
from Bagerhat works at a garment 
factory in Dhaka. 

Police said the woman, a mother 
of two, has been separated from her 
husband for around three years. She 
heard that Muqbul had “spiritual 
powers” to reunite such couples so 
she went to his house in Mymensingh 
on Thursday, seeking help to get her 
husband back, said police. 

Later, the accused allegedly raped 
the woman.

On Sunday evening, the victim 
fled from the house and filed a case 
with  Nandail police station against 
the man. Police later arrested him 
and produced him before the court, 
which sent him to jail yesterday, said 
Md Mizanur Rahman, OC of the 
police station.

3 dead in axe and gun attack 
at Russian military base
AFP, Moscow

A Russian serviceman yesterday 
hacked an officer to death with an 
axe and shot two fellow soldiers 
dead at a military base near 
the southern city of Voronezh, 

investigators said.  
They identified the assailant as 

private Anton Makarov who attacked 
the officer at the Baltimore military 
airfield near Voronezh at 5.30 am 
local time.


