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Rohingya couple

held with yaba
pills, Tk 1.17cr

StAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Rab arrested a Rohingya couple, and
seized 5,300 yaba pills and Tk 1.17
crore cash, on Sunday night at a flat
in Chandgaon residential area of
Chattogram city.

The arrestees are Shawkat Islam,
32, and his wife Morjina, 28.

A Rab-7 team also recovered four
fake Bangladeshi national identity
(NID) cards, a fake National Birth
Registration certificate and six
Bangladeshi Mobile SIM cards from
the couple.

Rab officials said the couple used
the fake NID cards to rent the flat.

Flight Lt Ali Ashraf Tushar,
company commander of Rab-7,
Chandgaon camp, told The Daily
Star that “the couple used to sell yaba
pills, smuggled from Cox’s Bazar, at
their rented flat.

3 land in jail
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28, a resident of a nearby village,

appeared there and raped the girl
with the help of Rashida, said the
police, quoting the statement of a
case filed over the incident.

After returning home, the girl
told her family members about the
incident and her father filed the case
against Rubel and Rashida later that
night with Amtali Police Station.

The two were arrested hours later
and produced before a district court,
which sent them to jail yesterday, said
Md Shah Alam Hawladar, officer-in-
charge (OC) of the police station.

In Mymensingh, a court yesterday
sent a manto jail on charge of raping
a woman in Nandail upazila.

The accused is Mugbul Hossain,
60, a resident of Duttapur village in
the upazila. The 35-year-old victim
from Bagerhat works at a garment
factory in Dhaka.

Police said the woman, a mother
of two, has been separated from her
husband for around three years. She
heard that Mugbul had “spiritual
powers” to reunite such couples so
she went to his house in Mymensingh
on Thursday, seeking help to get her
husband back, said police.

Later, the accused allegedly raped
the woman.

On Sunday evening, the victim
fled from the house and filed a case
with Nandail police station against
the man. Police later arrested him
and produced him before the court,
which sent him to jail yesterday, said
Md Mizanur Rahman, OC of the
police station.

Suu Kyi's party claims
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Sunday’s election was seen as
a referendum on the fledgling

democratic government led by Suu
Kyi and the NLD, which remains
hugely popular at home but has seen
its reputation collapse overseas amid
allegations of genocide against the
Rohingya minority.

Despite the expected emphatic
win, the new Suu Kyi-led government
is expected to face a myriad of
challenges. In contrast to the wave
of optimism that greeted the NLD’s
landslide win in 2015, Myanmar went
into this election under a cloud of a
surging Covid-19 outbreak, economic
hardship and escalating ethnic
conflicts.

Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul
Momen yesterday said Bangladesh
would welcome the new government
in Myanmar and expressed optimism
over the resumption of talks on
Rohingya repatriation using a
tripartite mechanism.

Bangladesh, Myanmar and China
are planning to hold foreign minister-
level talks, likely in Beijing, to begin
the process without any delay. Despite
repeated pledges from Myanmar, not
a single Rohingya returned to Rakhine
over the last three years.

According to UNB, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi has recently assured
Dhaka on Rohingya repatriation, saying
Myanmar has pledged to take them back.

The comment came  after
Bangladesh warned that prolonged
stay of Rohingyas in Bangladesh
would “jeopardise regional and
international security”.

Repatriation attempts failed twice
in November 2018 and August 2019
amid Rohingyas’ “lack of trust” in the
Myanmar government. Bangladesh

and Myanmar signed the repatriation
deal on November 23, 2017.

The United Nations has said
there was genocidal intent in a 2017
army crackdown that forced 730,000
Rohingya to flee to Bangladesh.
Myanmar rejects that saying its security
forces were carrying out legitimate
operations against Rohingya militants.

The NLD came to power after a
2015 landslide in which it won a total
of 390 seats, a benchmark Myo Nyunt
said it expected to exceed, according
to data compiled from reports by
party agents at polling stations across
the country.

A spokesman for the second biggest
party, the military-backed Union
Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP) could not immediately be
reached for comment.

The military, which ruled Myanmar
for nearly 50 years until it began
withdrawing from civilian politics in
2011, controls a quarter of seats in
both houses of parliament, under a
constitution it drew up and which Suu
Kyi and her allies want to amend.

Despite a high turnout, more than
a million people across the country
were unable to vote after polls
were cancelled due to insurgencies,
including hundreds of thousands of
Rohingyas. The election commission
has said the polls in areas affected by
conflict had to be cancelled for safety
reasons and that only citizens were
entitled to vote.

Most Rohingya are not considered
Myanmar citizens even though many
can trace family roots back many

generations.

UK SAYS NEW GOVT MUST TAKE
BACK ROHINGYAS

The United Kingdom yesterday

demanded that the new government
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in Myanmar would take steps towards
safe, voluntary and dignified return of
the Rohingyas to their place of origin
in Rakhine State.

“The new government must work
to address the valid concerns of
people across Rakhine,” Lord Tariq
Ahmad, Minister for South Asia and
the Commonwealth at the Foreign,
Commonwealth & Development
Office (FCDO), told UNB while
exclusively responding to a few
questions.

The UK minister reminded that the
solution lies in Myanmar, and the UK
is working tirelessly for accountability
and justice. “We'll also provide the
political support needed to resolve
this crisis in the long-term.”

He said they also want the
Rakhine  Advisory = Commission
recommendations to be implemented,
including recognising the Rohingyas
as citizens of Myanmar and allowing
them freedom of movement, as well as
making sure they can access essential
services, like schooling and jobs.

The government of Bangladesh has
planned to relocate 100,000 Rohingyas
to Bhasan Char, to ease the burden on
Cox’s Bazar camps and avoid the risk
of deaths due to landslides during the
rainy season.

Several Bangladeshi media outlets
have recently visited Bhasan Char and
found the facilities there far better
than that of Cox’s Bazar camps.

Asked about the relocation plan,
Minister Ahmad said the UK is
absolutely clear that the relocation

of Rohingya refugees to Bhasan
Char must be “safe, voluntary and
dignified”.

Bangladesh is now hosting over
1.1 million Rohingyas in Cox’s Bazar
district.

Verdict delivered

FROM PAGE 12

The convicted party is preparing to file
an appeal to the High Court, informed
their lawyer Advocate Faruque Ahmed.
“We are waiting for the certified copy
of the verdict, following which we will
file an appeal.” The compensation
has been paid by some of the accused
already because they cannot file an
appeal without paying it.

“We hope the courts will dispose of
the case fast but we do not know how
long it might take,” said Pal, as it took
the Metropolitan Sessions Judges' Court
six years to deliver the conviction.

This came as a disappointment
to 29-year-old Rocky, who had
relentlessly pursued this case.

“After my brother was killed,
I married my brother's wife and
adopted his two children in order to
take all their financial responsibilities.
His son is now 11-years old and his
daughter is seven. That money would

have been great help,” said Rocky.

“I run a car workshop in Pallabi,
but over the years, as I was at the court
premises several days out of the week,
I lost many clients. The workshop is
mostly empty now. I barely earn Tk
15,000 a month,” said Rocky, who has
four dependants on him, including
his mother.

In this scenario, it seems all that
awaits Rocky and his family is an
endless number of years of running to
and from courts.

On February 7, 2014, a police team
led by sub-inspector Jahidur picked
up Rocky and Jonny from the capital’s
Pallabi Irani Camp area, along with
some others, from a pre-wedding
programme.

They were tortured inside Pallabi
Police Station for around two and
half hours after which Jonny lost
consciousness. He was taken to a local
clinic, where he died of his injuries.

Protect Sangu-Matamuhuri
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transportation of timber at Boro
Madok, Choto Madok, Remakri and
Tindu areas adjacent to the Sangu
protected forest and formation of a
high level multi-sectoral committee to
probe the incident.

Declared protected in 1880, the Sangu
reserve forest is known as the only virgin
forest in the country. There are 36 species
of mammals, 48 species of reptiles, 19
species of amphibians, and 11 species of
rare birds, the statement said.

The Sangu-Matamuhuri Sanctuary
was created in 2010 with parts of
the Sangu and Matamuhuri forests
to protect endangered wildlife in
Bangladesh.

The organisation said smuggling

of timber from the reserve forest is
a matter of serious concern as one
has to cross 12-14 check posts of the
forest department, police and other
law enforcement agencies to reach
Thanchi from the forest.

It said destruction of these forests
would have a serious impact on
the flow of the Sangu and the river
might dry up. Besides, there would
be multidimensional environmental
disaster in this region.

Contacted, Assistant Conservator of
Forest in Bandarban Md Anwar Hossain
denied the allegation that officials were
involved in smuggling of timber. “We
have some limitations for travelling to
the Sangu reserve forest as it is located in
a very remote area,” he added.

‘Milestone’ Pfizer vaccine boost hope
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have felt their hands forced.

“We are a significant step closer to
providing people around the world
with a much-needed breakthrough to
help bring an end to this global health
crisis,” Pfizer chairman and CEO
Albert Bourla said in a statement.

The drug, being developed jointly
with German firm BioNTech, is one of
more than 40 candidate vaccines, but
no other has yet made similar claims
about its effectiveness.

The companies said they could
pass the final hurdles for a US rollout
later this month, and could supply up
to 50 million doses globally this year
and up to 1.3 billion next year.

The scientific community reacted
positively to the news, with top US
expert Anthony Fauci describing the
results as “extraordinary”.

World Health Organization director
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus hailed
the news as “encouraging” shortly after
warning that the world “might be tired
of Covid-19. But it is not tired of us.”

But others pointed out that no
information had yet been disclosed
about the ages of the participants in
the trial.

“If a vaccine is to reduce severe
disease and death, and thus enable the
population at large to return to their
normal day-to-day lives, it will need
to be effective in older and elderly
members of our society,” said Eleanor
Riley, professor of immunology and
infectious diseases at the University of
Edinburgh.

Outgoing US President Donald
Trump was among the first to react,
writing on Twitter: “STOCK MARKET
UP BIG, VACCINE COMING SOON.

REPORT 90%
GREAT NEWS!”

Biden quickly followed,
congratulating “the brilliant women
and men who helped produce this
breakthrough”.

American voters handed victory
to Biden at least partly because of
Trump'’s failure to rein in the epidemic
-- often refusing to back restrictive
measures or even wear masks in
public and repeatedly undermining
his own experts.

Biden, who will not be sworn in
until January, has already announced
a taskforce charged with handling the
virus.

The vaccine news will be of
particular relief to people in Europe
-- the current focal point of the
pandemic and the region subject to
the most widespread restrictions.

EFFECTIVE. SUCH

2 more held, 3 confess
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cases filed over the killing, vandalism
and attack on police on October 29.
Seventeen of them have been accused
of murder.

Inspector Mahmudunnabi said
Jobed and Mehedi made confessional
statements after they were placed on
remand while Abdul pleaded his
guilty without being remanded. Senior
Judicial Magistrate Begum Ferdousi
Begum recorded their statements.

Officers have learnt valuable
information after interrogating the
main accused, Abul Hossain alias
Hossain Ali, who was placed on a five-

day remand yesterday.
Jobed Ali was the khadem
(caretaker) of Burimari Kendriyo

Jame Mosjid, the mosque where the
disagreement between Jewel and

some locals began. In his statement
to the court, Jobed said there was no
incident of insulting the Holy Quran.

There an argument inside the
mosque over Jewel's incoherent words.
He was taken out of the mosque and
beaten up. But the situation got out of
hand once the rumour spread, he said
in his confession.

Mehedi told the court that he was
involved in the killing believing in the
rumours of desecration of the Holy
Quran.

Abdul also told the court that he
believed in the rumours and took
part in the beatings and setting fire on
Jewel.

Jewel was a former librarian of
Rangpur Cantonment Public School
and College and a former student of
Dhaka University.
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Invitation of Tender
| Ministry of Education.
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release.

gatherer past.”

University Grants Commission/National University.

Invitation for

7 Invitation Ref. No.
8 Date

1

2 Agency

3 | Procuring entity name

4 | Procuring entity code | N/A.

5 | Procuring entity district | Rajshahi.
6

| Principal, Rajshahi College, Rajshahi 6000.

Supply, installation and related services for Multimedia Projector
| and Smart Board for Rajshahi College.
| CEDP/IDG/Rajshahi College/OTM/Goods/G-6
09/11/2020.

Prehistoric hunters weren't

anthropology at University of California, Davis, in a news

“But it's now clear that sexual division of labor was fundamentally
different -- likely more equitable -- in our species’ deep hunter-

The burial site was discovered in 2018 during excavations at a
high-altitude site called Wilamaya Patjxa in what is now Peru. The
skeleton’s sex was confirmed by analysis of the bones and protein
found on the skeleton’s teeth.

3 dead in axe and gun attack
at Russian military base

AFP, Moscow

A Russian serviceman yesterday
hacked an officer to death with an
axe and shot two fellow soldiers
dead at a military base near
the southern city of Voronezh,

investigators said.

They identified the assailant as
private Anton Makarov who attacked
the officer at the Baltimore military
airfield near Voronezh at 5.30 am
local time.
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KEY INFORMATION

9 | Procurement method
FUNDING INFORMATION

10 | Budget and source of funds

| Open Tendering Method (National).

| Development Budget (Government & IDA Credit).

each other.

11 | Development partners

International Development Association (IDA), World Bank.

PARTICULAR INFORMATION

12 | Project code | 224017200.
13 | Project name | College Education Development Project (CEDP).
14 | Tender package No. G-6.

15 | Tender package name

16 | Tender publication date
17 | Tender last selling date
18 | Tender closing date and time

Supply, installation and related services for Multimedia
| Projector and Smart Board for Classroom Rajshahi College.
| 09/11/2020.
| 25/11/2020.

26/11/2020, 1:00pm.

29 | Address of official inviting tender

reason whatsoever.

GD-1797

31 | The procuring entity reserves the right to

Rajshahi College, Rajshahi 6000.

30 | Contact details of official | Tel: (0721) | Fax: (0721) | E-mail:
| inviting tender 775475 771511 rajshahicollgebd@gmail.com

Ao fr

Principal

Rajshahi College, Rajshahi 6000

accept or reject all tenders without assigning any

airlines.

Bangladesh.

Bangabandhu greets Nixon

of accession. Bangladesh will thus benefit from “most
favoured nation” treatment which GATT members grant

UN CONSIDERING EXTENSION OF RELIEF WORK
Britain and Australia have expressed their willingness in
favour of extension of United Nations Relief Programmes
in Bangladesh. A number of countries is meeting in New
York today to take a decision on the extension of UN
relief operations in Bangladesh for another nine months
following an appeal by Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. The present UN relief programmes in
Bangladesh end in March, 1973.

RECOGNITION BY ETHIOPIA

Ethiopia today becomes the 16th African country to
recognise Bangladesh. An announcement from the

The carrier is operating 13 flights every week to India
-- six flights to Kolkata and seven to Chennai.

A top official of the airlines said they are continuing
services as they do not want to open their market to Indian

According to the air bubble agreement between
Bangladesh and India, three Bangladeshi airlines were
scheduled to operate 28 flights a week to different
destinations in India while five Indian Airlines were
scheduled to operate the same number of flights to
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