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Aman fields ruined by

pest attacks, water logging

Our CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Water logging coupled with pest attacks in Aman
rice fields dealt a devastating blow to over a
hundred farmers in Barguna Sadar upazila.

Many of the farmers, in Charakgachhia village of
Burirchar union, said their crops rotted in the field
due to stagnant water that accumulated during
incessant rain over the past few days.

Others said infestation of ‘Mazra’, a pest that
feeds on rice plants, also destroyed the Aman crops.

The farmers in the area depend on Aman harvest
for their own consumption till harvest of Aman in
the next season. But losing their primary cash crop
at this time of the season leaves them no room for
cultivating it again.

During a recent visit to the area, this
correspondent witnessed the devastation. Aman
fields in a vast area, on way to Barguna town from
Purakata ferry dock, were found damaged severely
and it looked as if a wildfire has ripped through
the area.

While speaking with this correspondent, all
the affected farmers in the area were found to be
gripped by anxiety and uncertainty over how they
would recover the loss.

Jahangir, an affected farmer from the village,
said water logging caused by nonstop rain over the
past few days damaged Aman plants on his two
acres of land.

His uncle, Abdus Salam Mia, 50, said he was

worried about how he would look after his family
through the rest of the year, till the next Aman
harvest, as almost all Aman plants on 1.5 acres
of his land were destroyed due to the stagnant
rainwater.

The rainwater could not be dispersed from
the Aman fields as the nearest culvert was under
construction during the rain, he also said.

When his 2.5-acre Aman field remained
inundated with stagnant rainwater, Mazra
infestation spread in the plants, said Moslem
Uddin Hawlader, another farmer from the same
village.

Under the circumstances, there is no hope for
his family of six as there is no prospect of reaping
any harvest from the field now, he lamented.

Farmer Majed Khandaker said, “The agriculture
office did not arrange any assistance to pull us out
of the situation yet. Hopefully they will rehabilitate
us.

Acknowledging that Aman fields in the village
have been damaged due to Mazra infestation
as well as water logging, Barguna Sadar Upazila
Agriculture Extension Officer Mostafizur Rahman
said they were yet to ascertain the exact area that
had been affected.

He also said since the affected farmers will not
be able to cultivate Aman in their fields before the
next season, a list of the affected farmers would be
prepared for rehabilitating them.
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Aman fields in a vast area recently sustained damage due to water stagnation and pest attacks.
The photo was taken from Charakgachhia village in Sadar upazila of Barguna.
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As part of an awareness campaign, people from all walks of life join a two-kilometre-
long human chain with the slogan ‘No mask, no service’ in Faridpur town. Faridpur

district administration organised the programme yesterday morning.
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Elderly man found dead
inside forest area

Our CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

returned home.

Police recovered body of an elderly man
from Madhupur forest area of the district

yesterday.

The 60-year-old victim, Abdul Bachhed,
was a resident of Jolui village under
Aronkhola union in Madhupur upazila.

Inspector (investigation) of Madhupur
Hossain
Bachhed went to graze his buffalo at a
nearby field on Friday morning and did not

Police

Station Sanwar

Local people spotted his body inside the
forest in Monarbaid area yesterday morning
and informed the matter to police, he said,
adding that, later, a police team went to
the spot, recovered the body and sent it to
Tangail General Hospital for autopsy.

The victim’s body bore marks of injuries
on the head, the police official further said.

Earlier on November 2, law enforcers
recovered the body of a college boy from
the deep forest in Konabari area.
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Reckless motorcycle driving on Burimari
rly station platform

Our CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Local motorcyclists are always seen driving on
Burimari railway station platform recklessly,
violating railway law.

According to the railway law, no vehicle can
ply the railway station platform and there is a
provision of jail or fined penalty against anyone
who does so.

There are 11 railway stations in the district,
but the scenario is only seen in Burimari railway
station. The people of Burimari are always
seen riding motorcycles on Burimari railway
station platform. Railway employees and train
passengers are extremely annoyed by this.

On-duty railway employees are too afraid to
take action against the influential motorcyclists.
Earlier, the employees came under attack several
times when they went to take action against the

motorcyclists.

Nur Islam, a train passenger, said he has
been travelling by train on the Lalmonirhat-
Burimari route for the last few years. The locals
ride motorcycles through Burimari railway
station platform recklessly, violating law.

Another passenger Taher Ali said they are very
annoyed by the activities of the motorcyclists.
They always ride motorbikes through the
crowded platform.

Reckless driving of the motorcyclists has
been on the rise as the railway authorities have
not taken necessary steps to stop it, said Taher.

Imran Hossain, a local motorcyclist on the
platform, said as others drive motorbikes on
the platform, he is doing the same.

“That is why, no employee of the railway
station has ever obstructed me and others from
driving motorcycles on the platform,” he said,

adding that he is not aware of the railway law
which considers it as an offence.

Another motorcyclist Mobarak Hossain said
as the road behind the station has been occupied
by stone traders, they cannot drive motorcycle
on the road. So, they ride motorcycles on
Burimari railway station platform.

Apart from this, the railway employees never
took any firm action against motorcycle driving
on platform, he said.

Burimari railway stationmaster Moksed Ali
said disobeying of law by the motorcyclists in
the area has become a trend.

He took steps several times against
motorcycle driving on the platform but to no
avail, said Moksed.

He has informed the authorities concerned
about the matter, said the stationmaster.

Motorcycle driving on Burimari railway station platform in Lamonirhat has been on the rise, thanks to

the authorities’ ignorance of the matter.
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Man killed over land

dispute

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A man was killed and at least six others were injured in
a clash between two groups of villagers allegedly over a

disputed land in Atghoria upazila on Friday night.

The deceased, Golap Pramanik, 40, was son of Abdul

Pramanik of Joy-Krishnapur village.

Police, however, detained two people for their alleged

involvement in the murder.

Quotinglocals, police said there had been alongstanding
rivalry between slain Golap and one Shahadat Ali of the

village over the ownership of a piece of land.

As a sequel to the enmity, Shahadat and his men attacked
Golap and his family members when they went to take
possession of the disputed on Friday evening that left seven
people, including Golap and his father, severely injured.

Injured Golap succumbed to his injuries

undergoing treatment at Pabna General Hospital the same
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Policeman held | BREFAS
Our CORRESPONDENT, Pabna Sweden
A constable of Government
Railway Police in Pabna
was arrested on Friday 02 Years warranty**
on charge of possessing
banned Indian Phensidyl.

The arrestee, Nayeem Price
Hossain, is a constable at Tk 85,000.00%
Ishwardi GRP Station.

He was sent to jail * VAT applicable
through a court yestwrday. ConditonREiD
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