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Another doctor
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Covid-19 infection.

Dr Nirmalendu, from Bogura’s
Dupchanchia upazila, was infected
with Covid-19 a month ago and put
on life support at Asgar Ali hospital
on August 23.

He was also a former deputy
director of Shaheed Ziaur Rahman
Medical College Hospital in Bogura.

According to BDE apart from 100
doctors’ deaths from Covid-19, 11
others passed away showing Covid-19
like symptoms.

At least, 2,768 doctors have so far
been infected with the virus.

Bangabandhu
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This morning, the British ambassador
to the UN European Headquarters
calls on Bangabandhu at his hotel.
TK 118 CR. FOREIGN EXCHANGE
EARNINGS IN 7 MONTHS

The foreign exchange earning of
Bangladesh during the first seven and
a half months after liberation has
been estimated at Tk 118 crore from
exports. The highest earning came
from jute and jute goods. The total
foreign exchange earnings from jute
and jute goods till July last beginning
from December 16, 1971 was 110.54
crore.

$100MN IDA LOAN SOON

The World Bank is likely to soon
finalise IDA loan to Bangladesh
totaling 100 million dollars for 11
major projects in the country. The
proposed loan will be the first major
commitment of the World Bank to
this republic.

20 PERCENT ABANDONED
HOUSES SECURED

The government has secured
possession of only 15 to 20 percent
of over 5,000 abandoned houses in
Dhaka city. The sources say that the
possession of houses could not be
secured by the government due to the
adoption of lengthy and cumbersome
process by the district authority.
SOURCES: September 10, 1972 issues
of Bangladesh Observer, Dainik Bangla
and Dainik Ittefaq.

Positivity
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Earlier on May 9, the nearest
positivity rate was 11.63 percent as
5,465 rt-PCR tests were conducted
in 35 labs, according to Directorate
General of Health Services (DGHS).

The total number of confirmed cases
now stands at 329,251 and the overall
positivity rate stands at 19.84 percent.

In the same 24 hours, 36 new
Covid-19 patients died, according
to a press release of DGHS Covid-19
Control Room.

The total number of casualties due
to this highly transmissible virus now
stands at 4,552. This is 1.38 percent
of all confirmed cases.

Nineteen of the deceased were
males while 17 were females
yesterday.

Two each aged between 11 and 20
and 31 and 40 while four between 41
and 50, six between 51 and 60, and
the highest 22 over 60.

The highest 16 of them were from
Dhaka division followed by eight in
Khulna, six in Chattogram, two each
in Rajshahi and Barishal, and one
each in Rangpur and Sylhet divisions.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping presents the national medal to respiratory disease expert
Zhong Nanshan during a meeting to commend role models in China’s fight against the Covid
outbreak, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China yesterday.

PHOTO:
REUTERS

Scientists create
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The breakthrough was made by researchers at
Northwestern University in the US and Delft
University of Technology in the Netherlands
(TU Delft).

“It’s the first battery-free interactive device
that harvests energy from user actions,”
said Josiah Hester, an assistant professor
of electrical and computer engineering at
Northwestern University.

“When you press a button, the device
converts that energy into something that
powers your gaming.”

The device currently only works with a
small LED screen and is unable to play sound,
while the power is also prone to shutting off
occasionally.

As a result it has been designed to shut
off without losing game progress and can be
reactivated with the push of a button.

Researchers hope it will eventually “enable
gaming to last forever” without the need for
recharging mobile devices.

The goal is to also reduce society’s
reliance on costly battery technology that is
environmentally hazardous and ultimately
ends up in landfill sites.

“Sustainable gaming will become a reality,
and we made a major step in that direction
by getting rid of the battery completely,” said
Przemyslaw Pawelczak, an assistant professor
at TU Delft.

Convicted murderer sworn
in as Sri Lankan MP

AFP, Colombo

A Sri Lankan politician sentenced to death for
murder was escorted out of prison on Tuesday
to become the first convict to be sworn in

as a member of parliament, to heckles from
opposition MPs.

Premalal Jayasekara from the ruling Sri
Lanka Podujana Party (SLPP) was convicted in
August of murdering an opposition activist after
opening fire at an election rally in 2015.
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China leaders celebrate

FROM PAGE 12

against Covid-19.”

Xi had stern words for China’s doubters, saying “selfish moves,
any buck-passing and deeds that confuse right and wrong” risked
inflicting damage across the world.

Beijing is also touting progress on its vaccines as a sign of global
leadership and resilience.

China put its homegrown Covid-19 vaccines on display for the
first time at a Beijing trade fair this week and authorities hope the
jabs will be approved for use by year-end.

The vaccines are among nearly 10 worldwide to enter phase 3 trials,
typically the last step ahead of regulatory approval, as countries race
to stub out an illness that continues to ravage large parts of the globe.

EUROPE SUFFERS

Spain on Monday became the first country in Western Europe to
pass half a million infections. The nation had largely gained control
over its outbreak but cases have surged since restrictions were
removed at the end of June.

In neighbouring Morocco, the government shut all schools
and imposed a lockdown on Casablanca on the day classes were
supposed to resume after cases surged in the city.

Officials said the virus risked overwhelming the North African
country if it was not controlled, but some parents were left fuming,
reports AFP.

“They were on cloud nine over returning to school tomorrow,”
one father wrote of his children on Twitter.

“How do you explain this to a six-year-old and an eight-year-old?”

And in England, officials fiddled with overseas quarantine rules
again, imposing curbs on travellers from seven Greek islands popular
with holidaymakers, after Britain at the weekend registered a level of
infection not seen since late May.

In Asia, India recorded its highest daily deaths from coronavirus
in more than a month yesterday, even as new infections slowed, data
from the health ministry showed.

The health ministry said 1,133 people had died of Covid-19 in
the last 24 hours, the highest since July, taking total mortalities to
72,775. But new daily cases were at 75,809, the lowest in a week.

The country’s top tourist attraction the Taj Mahal was set to
reopen on September 21, more than six months after closing down,
said officials.

“All Covid-19 protocols, like physical distancing, masks, will
be followed,” Uttar Pradesh state’s Tourism Department deputy
director Amit Srivastava said.

World Health Organization chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
said on Monday the world must be better prepared for the next
pandemic, as he called on countries to invest in public health.

“This will not be the last pandemic,” Tedros told a news briefing
in Geneva. “History teaches us that outbreaks and pandemics are a
fact of life. But when the next pandemic comes, the world must be
ready - more ready than it was this time.”

In Syria, more than 40 members of UN staff and their families
have caught the coronavirus, a UN official said, warning the illness
was spreading in the war-torn country.

Jens Laerke, spokesman for the UN Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs, said three people had to be medically
evacuated, but most of the others had only “mild” symptoms.

Probe body yet
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submission deadline as they could
not begin the investigation.

Contacted, Abdul Wahab said
police were investigating the matter
and that had confidence in the
investigation of police.

On the other hand, police have not
made much progress in investigating
the attack.

Debdas Bhattyachariya, deputy
inspector general of police in Rangpur,
told this correspondent that although
police were trying hard, there was
no significant development in the
investigation.

Meanwhile, detective branch
(DB) of police, which is currently
investigating the case filed over
the attack, detained two people --
Iyasin Ali, driver of Ghoraghat AC
Land office, and Arshola Hembram,
house cleaner of the UNO residence
-- for interrogation on Monday
evening.

Meanwhile, Jobaida Begum, a
domestic help at UNO Wahida’s
residence, was released on Monday
evening, said Amirul Islam, officer-in-
charge of Ghoraghat Police Station.

Fight people have so far been
detained in connection with the
incident. Of them, three have been
released.

Three suspects -- Asadul Hagq,

Nabirul Islam and Santu Das -- have
been on a seven-day remand.

People of Ghoraghat formed a
human chain in the upazila yesterday
demanding immediate arrest and
punishment of the attackers.

HEALTH UPDATES OF WAHIDA

Physical condition Wahida, who is
undergoing treatment at National
Institute of Neurosciences and
Hospital, has improved much, UNB
reports quoting the doctors yesterday.

“All the parameters of her health
have improved and she is having
liquid food,” Dr Mohammad Zahed
Hossain, chief of the Neurotrauma
Department at the National Institute
of Neurosciences and Hospital, told
reporters.

Asked whether she was out of
danger, Dr Zahed said it was difficult
to say.

Replying to another question, Dr
Zahed said they were thinking of
shifting her to a bed from the High
Dependency Unit.

“The decision to shift her to a cabin
will be taken on Wednesday and the
medical board will make the call,” he
said.

After the attack, the UNO and her
father were initially taken to Rangpur
Medical College and Hospital.

Later, the UNO was airlifted to
Dhaka.

Rohingya leaders satisfied
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Char, an island in Noakhali’'s Hatiya
upazila, under the supervision of
Bangladesh Army and Navy and
it was coordinated by the Refugee
Rehabilitation = and  Repatriation
Commissioner’s (RRRC) office.

The government has built 120
cluster villages on the 40sqkm island
under a Tk 2,312-crore housing project
for one lakh out of the nearly 10
lakh Rohingyas sheltered in cramped
camps in Cox’s Bazar.

Some 750,000 Rohingyas fled
brutal military campaign by Myanmar
military. Despite two efforts, not a
single Rohingya could be repatriated
to Rakhine state, with the refugees
saying the conditions in Rakhine were
not conducive and safe for return.

Meanwhile, the camp population
has made a demographic imbalance of
Cox’s Bazar, affecting the environment,
economy and creating social problems,
said government officials.

They said the houses have been
built four feet above the ground with
concrete blocks and are protected by a
13km-long flood embankment.

There are also 120 cyclone shelters
planned to be used as schools, medical
centres and community centres. The
officials say Rohingyas also could be
involved in productive activities.

The UN and aid agencies argue
that the island was isolated, flood-
prone and would be hazardous for
Rohingyas because of cyclones and
tidal surges. The UN refugee agency,
meanwhile, submitted terms of
reference to the government seeking
a technical assessment and is still
awaiting response. The agency also
says any Rohingya relocation must be
voluntary.

The government says the cyclone
Amphan could not damage anything
of the housing project, proving its
resilience. As part of the motivational
programme, the government arranged
the visit of the Rohingyas.

After the three day's visit, the
Rohingyas were taken to Chattogram
from Bhashan Char by a navy ship

early yesterday. From there, they were
taken back to the Teknaf and Ukhiya
refugee camps by bus.

Nurul Amin, a community leader
of Rohingya camp-7 in Ukhiya’s
Kutupalong, said he personally liked the
facilities at Bhashan Char, which would
be good for the Rohingyas to live in.

“We will share our experiences of
Bhashan Char visit with the Rohingyas
in the camps,” he said.

Referring to the 306 Rohingyas who
were sheltered at Bhashan Char after
they were rescued from boats in the
Bay of Bengal in April and May. They
tried to reach Malaysia and Thailand,
Nurul said, adding that some of them
could not stop crying as they met the
relatives after a few months.

“We visited the housing project’s
hospital, cyclone shelters, school,
houses, goat farm and fish projects.
We also saw the health, food and
income-generating opportunities for
the Rohingyas,” said Mohammad
Kalam, a community leader of
Rohingya camp-24 in Teknaf’s Leda.

“I really liked these facilities. These
are far better than that of Teknaf and
Ukhiya camps,” he said.

Asked, RRRC Mahbub Alam
Talukder said so far, the Rohingyas
they interacted with is very positive.

“As Rohingya leaders are happy
about the facilities in Bhashan
Char, it will be their role to share
their experiences with other fellow
Rohingyas of the camps. Based on that,
we will prepare a list of those interested
to move to Bhashan Char,” he said.

However, the next course of actions
will depend on the higher authorities’
instructions.

Asked on UN refugee agency’s
proposal of a technical assessment of
the facilities in Bhashan Char, Disaster
and Relief Ministry Senior Secretary
Shah Kamal said the government will
make a decision on it at the soonest.

Foreign Secretary Masud Bin
Momen recently said the Rohingya
relocation may start after the
monsoon following the visits of UN,
rights groups and media.

Rare gunfire along
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their Indian rivals.

“Despite the grave provocation, (our) own troops
exercised great restraint and behaved in a mature
and responsible manner,” the Indian army said in a
statement.

It is first confirmed shooting across the contested
frontier for decades, where skittish border forces by
convention do not use guns to avoid escalations of
violence in remote terrain.

The relationship between the neighbours has plunged
following a June clash in the contested region in which
20 Indian troops were killed.

A spokesperson for the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) gave no specifics on the apparent retaliation
and gave no report of casualties, calling on India to
probe the incident.

Tens of thousands of troops from both sides have been
deployed to the disputed Himalayan border, which sits
at an altitude of more than 4,000 metres (13,500 feet).

The countries fought a brief border war in 1962, but
officially no shots have been fired in the area since 1975
when four Indian troops were killed in an ambush.

Because the frontier has never been properly
demarcated and the high-altitude terrain is often
disorientating, the practice for decades was for neither
side to use weapons.

Detailed protocols set out procedures for peaceful
disengagement if patrols strayed into areas that the
other side believed were their territory.

But a serious clash in the Ladakh region on June 15
-- fought with fists and mediaeval-style weapons such as
clubs studded with nails -- left 20 Indian troops dead.

China has also acknowledged suffering casualties but
haven’t revealed any figures.

Since then, reinforcements have ranged on either side
of the border.

India’s military has also reportedly changed its rules
of engagement, allowing troops to carry guns.
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Defence ministers from both countries met in
Moscow last week but statements released later suggest
reconciliation remains distant.
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Earlier this week an Indian minister said Delhi had
alerted China to allegations five men had been abducted
by the People’s Liberation Army close to the disputed
border.
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