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Civil society slams
FROM PAGE 3

The civil society members also questioned the role of 
police, claiming they played the role of silent spectators 
during the whole incident.

They asked, “In the context of this whole incident, we 
want to ask the government whether it favours extrajudicial 
killings and is against peaceful protest and cultural 
expressions recognised by the constitution.”

“Are the stances of the government and other 
government employees regarding extrajudicial killings 
similiar to Manik? We want to know,” questioned the 
statement signed by Professor Serajul Islam Choudhury, Dr 
Zafrullah Chowdhury, Hameeda Hossain, Shaheen Anam, 
Prof Anu Muhammad, Dr Iftekharuzzaman, and Syeda 
Rizwana Hasan among others.

Meanwhile Hasibur Rahman Manik denied attacking 
anyone, saying, “There should have been images and 
footage of any attack as journalists and police were present 
there during the protest. We demonstrated in our way 
and they did in their way. They are trying to achieve some 
political agenda with these allegations.”

Arrest of 81 
FROM PAGE 3

The 81 workers, who returned to Bangladesh after being 
exploited in Vietnam for months, were thrown into jail on 
September 1, whereas the perpetrators either remain scot-
free or are facing little action.

They are among the 107 migrants who were deported 
from the Southeast Asian country on August 18. At the 
end of their 14-day quarantine, Turag Police Station Sub-
Inspector Md Anwarul Islam produced all 107 before a 
metropolitan magistrate on September 1.

The SI prayed to the court to keep them in jail until the 
probe was over. The court then sent the 81 to jail and freed 
26. Two other workers, who returned from Qatar, also 
landed in jail.

Talking to The Daily Star, one of the 26 freed workers 
said the returnees were thrown into jail when they were 
preparing to go home and meet their families at the end of 
their quarantine.

He believes the 81 workers were jailed because they 
had demonstrated in front of the Bangladesh embassy in 
Vietnam, demanding justice and repatriation.

Countrywide 
FROM PAGE 3

scientists, engineers, professionals, 
industrial entrepreneurs or educationists 
will be incorporated.

The JS also passed “Gazipur Unnayan 
Kartripakkha Bill 2020” amid harsh 
protest by the opposition lawmakers, 
concerning mismanagement among 
other development agencies including the 
city corporation with the newly formed 
authority.

State Minister for Housing and Public 
Works Sharif Ahmed placed the bill.

The opposition members argued that 
formation of a separate body under a new 
law will not be helpful for people as it is 
widely believed that the formation of a 
separate entity with the name of Gazipur 
Development Authority, which is 56.32km 
away from the city, would cause huge 

wastage of the government exchequer.
The state minister, however, said 

the proposed authority with an area of 
1741.53sq km, will help build a modern 
city and ensure the planned development.

Fakhrul Imam of Mymensingh-8 said 
endorsement of the law will weaken the 
local government authority.

Another JP MP Pir Fazlur Rahman of 
Sunamganj-4 said coordination between 
Gazipur City Corporation and the newly 
formed body is not at all clear in the bill.

JP MP Shameem Haider Patwary 
of Gaibandha-1, BNP MP Rumeen 
Farhana, and other opposition lawmakers 
including Kazi Feroz Rashid of Dhaka-6, 
Mujibul Haque Chunnu of Kishorganj-3 
and BNP lawmaker Harunur Rashid of 
Chapainawabganj-3 also spoke on the 
issue.

Khalidi’s bail
FROM PAGE 3

ACC on July 30 this year 
filed the case against 
Khalidi, for allegedly 
depositing Tk 42 crore 
which have no “legal 
source” in different banks.

Gulshan Anwar 
Pradhan, deputy director 
of the anti-graft watchdog, 
filed the case with ACC’s 
integrated district office 
Dhaka-1. 

The case statement said 
that Khalidi earned the 
money through illegal 
means by creating “fake 
documents”. 

Toufique Imrose Khalidi, 
however, has denied the 
allegations.

Birshreshtha 
Mostafa Kamal’s 
mother passes away
BSS, Bhola

Mosammat Maleka 
Begum, mother of 
Birshreshtha Mostafa 
Kamal, passed away of 
old-age complications 
yesterday morning. 
She was 96 years of 
age. 

She breathed her 
last at her residence at Moutupi village 
Alinagar union under Bhola Sadar upazila.

Her namaz-e-janaza will be held at 
Birshreshtha Mostafa Kamal Eidgah 
Maidan after Asr prayers today.

On August 18, Maleka was admitted to 
Bhola Sadar Hospital with anemia, kidney, 
respiratory and other complications. 
On August 20, she was flown to Dhaka 
by a Bangladesh Army helicopter and 
was admitted to the Combined Military 
Hospital (CMH) for better treatment. 

She was later brought back home on 
Thursday.

President M Abdul Hamid and Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina have expressed 
profound shock and sorrow at the death of 
Maleka Begum.

In separate condolence messages, the 
head of the state and the premier prayed 
for the eternal peace of the departed 
soul and conveyed deep sympathy to the 
bereaved family.

ARMS CASE AGAINST PAPIA

Recording of witness 
statements ends
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A tribunal in Dhaka yesterday concluded 
recording the statements of witnesses in an 
arms case against expelled leader of Jubo 
Mohila League Shamima Nur Papia and 
her husband Mofizur Rahman Sumon. 

On completion of cross-examination of 
Arifuzzaman, last investigation officer of the 
case, KM Emrul Kayesh of Special Tribunal-1 
of Dhaka, set today  for recording self-
defence statements of the accused. 

The tribunal then will fix the date for 
arguments from the prosecution and the 
defence. After completion of arguments, 
the tribunal will fix a date for judgement of 
the case. With the IO, the tribunal recorded 
statements of 10 prosecution witnesses, 
including complainant of the case.

During yesterday’s hearing, the couple 

was produced before the tribunal. 
A team of Rab arrested Papia and her 

husband -- a former Chhatra League leader 
-- and their two accomplices from Dhaka 
airport on February 22 while they were 
trying to leave the country. 

The following morning, Rab raided 
the house of Papia at Indira Road in 
Farmgate and recovered a foreign pistol, 
two magazines, 20 bullets, five bottles of 
foreign liquor, Tk 58,41,000 in cash, credit 
and debit cards of different banks. 

On February 24, an arms case was filed 
against the couple with Sher-e-Bangla 
Nagar Police Station. 

On June 29, Sub-inspector Md 
Arifuzzaman of Rab submitted the charge 
sheet against the couple to the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court of Dhaka. 

5 ‘muggers’ held for killing driver
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police yesterday arrested five persons on charge 
of killing a private car driver during an alleged 
mugging incident in port city’s Chowmuhuny area 
on Saturday night. 

Police also seized a pick-up van from their 
possession. 

The arrestees are Md Rabbi (22), Md Al Amin 
(22), Md Sohel (25), Md Babu (20) and Md Kamal 
Hossain (20).  

Additional Deputy Commissioner (west) AAM 
Huyamun Kabir said the arrestees were active 
members of a mugging gang and they used to 
snatch valuables from people at night riding on 
that van. 

Inspector (Investigation) Jahir Hossain told 
The Daily Star, “A private car driver, Ayub Ali (50), 
hailing from Faridpur, was stabbed by muggers in 
Chowmuhony area around midnight.” 

He said around six muggers intercepted Ayub’s 
rickshaw in front of a car showroom and tried to 
take his bag. As he tried to resist, they stabbed and 
looted his valuables. 

Locals rescued and took him to Agrabad Maa 
O Shishu Hospital, where he passed away. His 
sister filed a case accusing unknown persons with 
Double Mooring Police Station, he added. 

Ayub was going to his friend’s house at Barik 
Building from his sister’s house at Lalkhan Bazar. 

ADC Humayun said four out of the five arrestees 
are accused in several mugging cases.   

SI, ASI suspended in Barishal
OUR CORRESPONDENT. Barishal

A sub-inspector and assistant sub-inspector of 
Kotwali police of Barishal Metrapalitan Police 
(BMP)  have been suspended  on various charges 
including negligence in duty and indiscipline.

On Monday night, the two accused policemen 
were suspended and directed to file a departmental 
case, confirmed  BMP officials and the district’s 
deputy police commissioner.

  Suspended police members are Sub Inspector 
(SI) Md Bashiruddin and Assistant Sub Inspector 
(ASI) Md Sharif.

 Police Commissioner Md Sahabuddin Khan 
said that punitive measures have been taken against 
the two of them for committing irregularities 
and breaking discipline. At the same time, 
departmental cases will be filed against them. He 

said the disciplinary action was taken against them 
not only due to the recent developments in the Riaj 
murder case, but also because of anti-disciplinary 
actions in other cases. 

On the morning of April 19, 2019, deed writer 
Riaj Hawlader was killed with a sharp weapon at his 
home in Bukhainagar village. His wife Amina Akhtar 
Liza was arrested after Ripon filed a case against 
unknown miscreants at Kotwali police station.

Meanwhile, three men were arrested by Inspector 
Sagir Hossain of Kawnia police station under the 
same case in mid-August this year, all of whom 
confessed to the crime.

Liza filed a complaint with the district police 
commissioner that she was forced to confess 
to murdering her husband in the face of police 
brutality, accusing police officers including SI 
Bashir of torture and molestation.


