34
1 2 DHAKA WEDNESDAY AUGUST 26, 2020, BHADRA 11, 1427 BS (dIhB Baﬂg 51'81‘

4-LANE DHAKA-BHANGA /Sae\ GUINNESS
EXPRESS HIGHWAY & WORLD RECORDS SHAH

BUILT WITH BSRM XTREME RECOGNIZES CEMENT
1, BSRM World’s Largest VRM

Buliding & safer natian

RECORD
HOLDER

Cutting corners
dangerously

Mobile court finds hospital doing
3 tests on one petri dish; expired
reagents, accessories even in OT

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dr Sirajul Islam Medical College Hospital has been caught
mixing blood samples from three patients just to skimp
on petri dish.

This was discovered during a five-hour mobile court raid
at the hospital in the capital yesterday.

“For every test, they put three blood samples in a single
petri dish. This meant that one or more of the patients
received incorrect test results. How would one understand
who has what?” said Rab Executive Magistrate Sarwoer
Alam, who led the drive.

“Not even tiny diagnostic centres in places like Jatrabari
do unethical practices like this,” he added.

Dr Sirajul Islam Medical College Hospital is a 16-storey,
500-bed hospital with a Covid-19 isolation unit opposite
to Mouchak market. It was fined Tk 30 lakh.

Officials also found expired reagents in the operation
theatre, intensive care unit (ICU), and even at the isolation
unit ICU.

“We found surgical accessories in the OT that expired
years ago,” he said.

The team also stated that the hospital’s isolation unit
was not maintaining complete isolation, thereby risking
infecting patients who do not have the coronavirus.

“We have instructed them to improve the practices at
the isolation unit, or shut it down if they cannot function,”

RAIDING HOSPITALS
Why cops
need permits
HC asks govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday
questioned the legality
of the health ministry’s
decision asking the law
enforcers to take its
permission before raiding
any hospitals.

The court issued a rule
asking the  authorities
concerned  to  explain
within four weeks why the
ministry’s decision should
not be declared illegal.

The bench of Justice Tariq
ul Hakim and Justice SM
Kuddus Zaman came up
with the rule after virtually
hearing a writ petition that
challenged the legality of a
notification issued by the
health ministry to this effect.

Deputy Attorney
General Amit Dasgupta
told The Daily Star that the
notification would be in
force as the HC did not pass
any stay order on it.

Supreme Court lawyer
Rafiqul Islam, who also
sought a stay order on the
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3 witnesses in Mother sues Sahara turned ~ Death toll

COpS case on Chinese veto condemned 33 others

urp Chairman, barren 4’ 000)/1‘5 ago passes 4,000

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

fresh remand hugust 26,1572 Sy Comsropm, phe countrys deah ol
rom novel coronavirus
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Ursipe DowN Frac
Malaysia cops
arrest four
Bangladeshis

THE STAR, Kuala Lumpur

A rubbish truck driver and
four Bangladeshi workers
were detained on Monday
for “flying the Malaysian
flag upside down” in front
of their lorry.

Gombak police chief
ACP Arifai Tarawe said
police received a complaint
from a 36-year-old man
over the matter.

He said the complainant
had stopped the lorry
and reprimanded the
driver while recording
the incident in front of a
mosque in Bandar Country
Homes, Rawang, on
Monday before the video
went viral on social media.

“Subsequently, the
complainant lodged a
police report and an
investigation paper was
opened under Section 504
of the Penal Code, Section
14 of the Minor Offences
Act and Section 15(1) (c)
of the Immigration Act
1959.

" . Garment workers return home from work using a makeshift bamboo bridge built at a waterlogged neighbourhood in X
‘Apart from detaining X . ; . . h . PHOTO: number of new cases decreasing 11 percent and new deaths
the 48-year-old truck driver, Gazipur city’s Kashimpur area on Monday. Recent floods accompanied by heavy rains have been causing sufferings | PALASH KHAN falling 17 percent from a week earlier, driven in part by
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s e 2 | Covid-19 cases,

deaths slow
Says WHO

AGENCIES

The coronavirus pandemic is still raging worldwide, but
fresh World Health Organization data indicates its pace is
easing in most regions, with the biggest slowdown seen in
the hard-hit Americas.

More than 1.7 million new cases and some 39,000
new deaths were recorded last week, the WHO said in a
situation report published late Monday.

The numbers for the seven-day period ending on August
23 mark a five-percent decrease in new Covid-19 cases
globally and a 12-percent drop in new deaths compared
to a week earlier.

Despite the slowdown, the fresh numbers pushed the
global total since the start of the pandemic to well over 23
million cases and more than 813,000 deaths.

Millions of South Korean students were ordered
back to online classes yesterday and Mexico launched a
nationwide televised schooling programme, highlighting
the deepening crisis for children worldwide.

The school closures were part of new measures in
many parts of the world to halt the disease. The United
Nations estimates at least 60 percent of the global student
population has been impacted by school closures across
more than 140 countries.

The UN health agency said all regions registered declines
in new numbers of cases, with the exception of Southeast
Asia and the Eastern Mediterranean.

The Americas remain by far the hardest-hit in the
pandemic, accounting last week for half of all newly
reported cases and 62 percent of deaths.

But the region also saw the biggest slowdown, with the
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