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Why cops
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On August 4, the health ministry 
issued the notification saying that 
the law enforcers need its permission 
before conducting drives in any 
government and private hospitals 
as the regular activities of the health 
sector are hampered due to law 
enforcers’ sudden drives.

The notification also said 
coordination has to be maintained 
among the departments of health 
service, health education, and family 
welfare for raiding any hospitals. 

Lawyer Yeadia Zaman appeared for 
the writ petitioner.

Sahara turned
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However, experts from the US found 
evidence in caves in Laos that it was 
also behind the “missing millennia” in 
inner Southeast Asia’s archaeological 
record.

The megadrought it caused 
would have led to mass population 
movements and the adoption of 
new, more resilient subsistence 
strategies.

It may even have led to the inception 
of Neolithic farming in mainland 
Southeast Asia, the researchers have 
concluded.

“We provide the first proof for a 
strong link between the end of the 
Green Sahara and Southeast Asian 
monsoon failure during the mid- to 
late Holocene period,” said earth 
scientist Kathleen Johnson of the 
University of California, Irvine. 

Malaysia
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four Bangladeshi men aged between 
30 and 43 who were workers of the 
company were also held,” he said in 
a statement.

Arifai said all suspects were 
detained for further investigations.

Covid-19
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reduced transmission reported from 
the United States and Brazil -- the 
world’s two worst-affected countries, 
the data showed.

The WHO meanwhile cautioned 
that several countries and territories 
in the Caribbean had reported large 
increases in cases, and suggested this 
could be linked to growing tourism.

WHO’s Southeast Asia region -- the 
second-most affected -- accounted 
for 28 percent of all new cases 
and 19 percent of all new deaths 
reported globally last week, with 
both categories swelling four percent 
compared to a week earlier, the data 
showed.

India continues to report the vast 
majority of confirmed cases and 
deaths in that WHO region, with 
455,000 new cases last week. That 
brought its total to well over three 

million and with more than 6,700 
new deaths pushed its toll up to over 
56,700. 

In the Eastern Mediterranean region 
too the number of cases continued to 
climb last week, rising four percent 
from a week earlier, but new deaths in 
the region dipped for the sixth week 
in a row.

Meanwhile in Europe, where the 
number of new cases has been steadily 
climbing in recent weeks, the pace 
slowed slightly, by one percent last 
week, the data showed.

New fatalities in Europe continued 
to slow, falling a full 12 percent 
compared to a week earlier.
ONLINE, TV CLASSES

All schools and kindergartens in 
the greater Seoul region were told 
yesterday to return to online learning 
as authorities battled multiple 
coronavirus clusters.

Mother sues UP chairman
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Parvin along with her son Emran, 
21, two daughters Selina Akhter 
Sheuli, 28, Rozina Akhter, 23, and 
Emran’s friend Chuttu, 27, was 
going to Rozina’s father-in-law’s 
house in Chakaria.

They first went to Keranihut area 
of Satkania on a microbus. There, 
they boarded a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw to go to Chakaria.

Once they reached near Lal Bridge 
area of Harbang, some six people 
on two motorbikes started chasing 
them. The CNG-run auto rickshaw 
driver became frightened and took 
the vehicle near Pahar Chada rail 
tracks.

At that place, the motorbike riders 
detained them and started beating 
them up. The riders also took cell 
phones, ornaments and cash from 
the victims.

Later, the attackers tied the 
victims’ hands and waists with 
rope and paraded them towards the 
union parishad office, Parvin said in 
the case statement.

UP Chairman Miranul started 
rebuking them when they reached 

his office. He first kicked Parvin’s 
elder daughter Sheuli on the belly 
and then started beating the victims 
with a chair, Parvin alleged.

Miranul also beat them with a 
stick. Around 6:00pm on the day, 
a police team from Harbang police 
outpost rescued the family members 
and admitted them to Chakaria 
upazila health complex, according 
to the case statement.

Parvin also alleged that the 
accused staged a drama to frame 
them for cattle theft.

Of the accused, police arrested 
Nasir, Jashim and Nazrul on 
Monday and produced them before 
a senior judicial magistrate court in 
Chakaria. The court later sent them 
to jail.

OC Habibur Rahman said 
police were trying to arrest the UP 
chairman.

UP Chairman Miranul, from his 
hideout, released a video message 
and claimed he was in Chattogram 
at the time of the incident. He 
claimed that after being told of the 
incident over phone, he asked police 
to rescue the family from villagers. 

Chinese veto
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supported the cause of Bangladesh all 
through in the Security Council. 

Uruguay, a Latin American country, 
has also recognised Bangladesh, 
informs the foreign ministry of 
Bangladesh.
BHASHANI FORMS ALL PARTY 

FOOD COMMITTEE 

An all-party opposition Food Action 
Committee is formed in Dhaka today 
at a meeting of the different political 
parties and other organisations with 
Maulana Bhashani as the convener. 
According to a press release sent by 
Maulana Bhashani, the committee, 
which is formed with a view to 
organising resistance movement in 
the country against the existing food 
crisis and price spiral, includes two 
representatives from each opposition 
political party and one each from 
student and other organisations.     
SOURCES: August 27, 1972 issues of 
Bangladesh Observer, Dainik Bangla 
and Dainik Ittefaq.

Death toll
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was 17.98, the lowest for a 24-hour 
period in more than last one and a 
half months.

With this, the country’s total number 
of confirmed novel coronavirus cases 
rose to 299,628. The infection rate is 
over 20 percent for all tests carried out 
so far since January 21.

With the recovery of 3,881 more 
patients in 24 hours till 8:30am 
yesterday, the recovery rate went up to 
62.33 percent.

Among the latest deceased, 32 were 
males and 13 females. All but one of 
them died at hospitals.

One of the dead was aged between 
21 and 30, one between 31 and 40, six 
were between 41 and 50, 10 between 
51 and 60 and the rest were aged over 
60.

According to the Institute of 
Epidemiology, Disease Control 
and Research (IEDCR), Bangladesh 
crossed the figure of 100 confirmed 
cases on April 6, 1,000 cases on April 
14, 10,000 cases on May 3, 50,000 
cases on June 1, one lakh cases on 
June 18, 1.5 lakh cases on July 1 and 
200,000 confirmed cases on July 17.

3 witnesses in cops’ case
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The three were sent back to jail and 
Rab will interrogate them at a later 
date, when convenient, Khairul added.

On August 9, a Rab team arrested 
the three from Marishbunia village for 
their alleged involvement in Sinha’s 
killing.

Later, they were produced before 
a court with a 10-day remand prayer 
on August 10 and the court granted a 
seven-day remand on August 12. Rab 
took the three into custody on August 
14.

“We have placed the arrestees in 
court seeking [the fresh] remand as 
we need to verify the information we 
got during their interrogation,” said 
Khairul.

Maj (retd) Sinha, 36, had been 
making travel documentaries for a 
YouTube channel called “Just Go”. 
On July 31, he was returning to Cox’s 
Bazar from Teknaf, when his car 
was stopped at a police checkpost at 
Shaplapur on Marine Drive.

Police claimed Sinha aimed his 
pistol at them when they wanted to 

search the vehicle, prompting them to 
shoot in self-defence. They also said 
they seized drugs from the vehicle.

However, witnesses said Sinha 
exited his car, put his hands over 
his head and then police shot him. 
His family members alleged he was 
murdered in cold blood.

On Monday, Rab took the three 
prime accused of the case -- former 
officer-in-charge of Teknaf police 
station Pradeep Kumar Das, in-charge 
of Baharchhara Police Investigation 
Centre Inspector Liaqat Ali and Sub-
Inspector Nandadulal -- into their 
custody on a four-day remand for 
interrogation.

Four other arrestees -- Assistant 
sub-inspector Liton Miah, Constable 
Safaul Karim, Kamal Hossain and 
Abdullah Al Mamun -- were also 
placed on four days’ remand on 
Monday, but are now in jail as Rab 
will interrogate them later.

A source said investigators would 
eventually bring all the accused face to 
face and match the information they 
are providing during their remand.

Cutting corners dangerously
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Asked why the licence was renewed 
when the hospital has been engaging 
in such malpractice, Alam replied, 
“We found the violations today after 
a five-hour raid done by an entire 
team. The authorities cannot always 
comb for such anomalies when 
they send an inspector to visit the 
hospital prior to issuing a renewed 
licence.”

On August 5, a health ministry 
circular asked the home ministry to 
keep law enforcement agencies from 
raiding government and private 
hospitals without permission 
from the director general of the 
Directorate General of Health 

Services. 
The circular came after Executive 

Magistrate Alam raided the infamous 
Regent Hospital. Yesterday, the High 
Court questioned why this directive 
of the Health Ministry should not 
be declared illegal.

“Magistrates are independent. 
They do not need permission from 
anyone,” health ministry’s Joint 
Secretary Umme Salma Tanzia, 
who participated in the raid, told 
reporters.

About the private health care 
facilities which have yet to get their 
licences renewed, Tanzia said that 
a committee is looking into the 
matter.


