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NEW ZEALAND MOSQUE CARNAGE
Life term without parole urged

for ‘remorseless’ gunman

AFP, Wellington

Families of victims gunned down at two
New Zealand mosques urged a judge to
impose the toughest possible sentence,
life without parole, on the gunman as he
showed no remorse and appeared to smirk
at one survivor during a sentencing hearing
yesterday.

Mirwais Waziri, who was wounded
during the 2019 attack at Christchurch’s Al
Noor mosque, put aside his prepared court
statement and addressed white supremacist
Brenton Tarrant directly, after seeing that he
did not have “any regrets”.

“He does not regret anything,” said
Waziri in the High Court in Christchurch
on day two of the sentencing hearings.

“Today you are called terrorist and you
proved to the world that us Muslims are
not terrorists. I say to the people of New
Zealand that terrorist do not have religion,
race and colour,” said Waziri,” whose words
drew applause from the public gallery.

Nathan Smith, originally from Britain and
a survivor of the Al Noor mosque shooting,
also spoke directly to Tarrant who sat in grey
prison clothes cornered by guards.

“When you get a free minute, which you
will have plenty of. Maybe you should try
to read the Quran. It's beautiful,” he said,
reacting to Tarrant’s apparent smirk.

Tarrant, a 29-year-old Australian, is
scheduled to be sentenced this week after
pleading guilty to 51 murders, 40 attempted
murders and one charge of committing
a terrorist act during the 2019 shooting
rampage in the city of Christchurch which
he livestreamed on Facebook.

Prosecutors have told the court Tarrant
carefully planned the attacks to cause
maximum carnage by accumulating high-
powered firearms and ammunition, training
at rifle clubs and studying mosque layouts.

A murder conviction carries a mandatory
sentence of life in prison. The judge can
impose a life term without parole, a sentence
that has never been used in New Zealand.
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GOP warns of ‘era of chaos’ under Biden

Securing nomination, Trump claims Democrats using pandemic to steal election

REUTERS, Charlotte

President Donald Trump and his fellow
Republicans opened their national convention
on Monday by painting a dire portrait of
America if Democrat Joe Biden wins the White
House in November, arguing he will usher in an
era of radical socialism and chaos.

Trump set the tone early in the day when he
addressed delegates in Charlotte, North Carolina,
after formally securing their nomination for
another term, and claimed without evidence
that Democrats were trying to steal the election.

Republicans had vowed to offer an inspiring,
positive message in contrast to what they
characterized as a dark and gloomy Democratic
convention last week. But the first night’s prime-
time program featured speakers who peppered
their remarks with ominous predictions if
Democrats win power.

“They want to destroy this country and
everything that we have fought for and hold dear,”
Trump campaign adviser Kimberly Guilfoyle said.
“They want to steal your liberty, your freedom.
They want to control what you see, and think, and
believe, so they can control how you live.”

The four-day convention opened at a critical

juncture for Trump, 74, who trails Biden, 77 in
national opinion polls during a pandemic that
has killed more than 176,000 Americans and
erased millions of jobs.

Democrats drew their own dismal picture of
what four more years under Trump would look
like at their convention last week.

Donald Trump Jr, the president’s oldest
son and Guilfoyle’s boyfriend, portrayed the
ongoing civil unrest as violent assaults on small
businesses by anarchists and said Democrats
would fail to keep neighborhoods safe.

The convention’s opening night also laid out
what promises to be a central theme of the week:

that Biden, a former vice president, and his
running mate, US Senator Kamala Harris, will
merely be puppets of radical left-wing activists.

Two Republican rising stars - Senator Tim Scott
of South Carolina and Nikki Haley, Trump's former
ambassador to the UN, who is Indian American -
dismissed the idea that Biden and his party would
be better stewards of minority voter interests.

“In much of the Democratic Party, it's now
fashionable to say that America is racist,”
said Haley, widely seen as a possible future
presidential contender. “That is a lie.”

Earlier in the day, the president repeated his
assertion that voting by mail, which is expected
to be far more common during the pandemic,
will lead to widespread fraud.

As he has done repeatedly, Trump described
states’ responses to infections of Covid-19, the
illness caused by the coronavirus, in starkly
partisan terms, casting lockdowns and other
steps recommended by public health officials as
attempts to influence voting in November.

“What they're doing is using COVID to steal
an election,” Trump said of Democrats. “They’re
using COVID to defraud the American people -
all of our people - of a fair and free election.”
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activist Greta Thunberg
said Monday she has
returned to school after

a year off campaigning

to curb climate change.
“My gap year from school
is over, and it feels so
great to finally be back

in school again!” the
17-year-old tweeted.
Since her last school year
finished in June 2019, the
teenager’s travels around
the world meant that she
ended up doing lessons
remotely.

party may appoint a panel of four persons
to take important decisions.

After a marathon seven-hour long meeting
in the wake of a letter demanding change in
leadership, the Congress party on Monday
decided that Sonia Gandhi will remain party
chief, at least for the next six months.

The party has reportedly set a time frame
of six months for a session of the All India
Congress Commiittee to search for the new
chief as Sonia has made it clear that she is
not willing to continue at the post any more.

The Congress working Committee
(CWC), the party's highest decision-
making body, has authorised the Congress
president to affect “necessary organisational
changes” that she may deem appropriate to
take on the challenges.

Hinting at the committee, several leaders
said that Sonia Gandhi will be assisted by
four persons so that the consultation process
is more wide than what she had done in past
while going for treatment abroad.

The meeting came weeks after around 23
top Congress leaders wrote a letter to Sonia
Gandhi on the issue of leadership change
and elections in the CWC.

The letter called for an urgent need for
“full time and effective leadership”, which is
both “visible” and “active” and an “urgent
establishment of an institutional leadership
mechanism” to “collectively guide the party’s
revival”. It also asked for decentralisation of
power, elections in the party at all levels and
empowerment of its state units.
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