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Dilip Kumar Datta, professor of environmental science at 
Khulna University, told The Daily Star that water stuck in 
blocked drains sometimes contaminate water supply line, 
and cause waterborne diseases.

Asked, Md Abdul Aziz, chief conservancy officer of KCC, 
however claimed that KCC regularly cleans all drains to 
ease water flow and stop breeding of mosquitoes.

When pointed out the condition of the drainage 
system, he said, “It’s a continuous process but shortage of 
manpower sometimes interrupts the work flow.”

Mentionable, over 509 employees, including 203 
permanent workers, are employed in the conservancy 
department of KCC. About 580 to 600 tonnes of waste 
is produced daily in Khulna city, of which KCC has a 
collection capacity of 65-70 percent, Aziz said.

“It’s in our nature to dump waste in drains. People 
have to come forward to assist us to solve the issue. Many 
residents do not want to go to the garbage collection points 
and throw waste in drains or footpath… we have to change 
our mindset,” he stressed.

While visiting different areas including Boyra, Mujgunni, 
Khalishpur, Boikali and Daulatpur, this correspondent saw 
there were only seven waste bins available. A dumpster was 
seen near Abu Naser hospital.

This newspaper spoke to many locals, who said they were 
reluctant to walk long stretches to throw waste. 

“We are trying to establish more concrete waste 
containers and portable small bins to collect waste. We 
are also planning to cover the drains,” assured the chief 
conservancy official.   

3,000 
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“Our research work and 
internships are being 
severely hampered, which  
will create difficulties in 
achieving our degree and 
practice,” the  students said.  

They requested the 
state minister for foreign 
affairs to  take necessary 
arrangements talking to 
Chinese authorities.  

Contacted, State 
Minister Shahriar Alam 
said  Bangladesh embassy in 
Beijing has been working on 
it for the last couple of  days 
even before the students 
informed them.  “I am yet to 
receive their letter but I am 
in touch with them through 
social media,” he added.
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In  his statement, Monirul said, after receiving the FIR on 
July 10 last year, he recorded it with its Integrated  District 
Office-1 of Dhaka as a regular case. 

In  their statements, Mrinal and Rezaul, said ACC 
director Benajir Ahmed on  July 29 last year went to their 
Gulshan Corporate office and seized  documents about 
loan sanctioning of Tk 4 crore. 

The court also set September 1 for the next hearing 
in the case. Earlier  on August 18, ACC director Syed 
Iqbal Hossain and also the case’s complainant, gave his 
statement before the same court. 

Seven accused including Chisty were present in the 
court yesterday.

On December 10 last year, the Anti-Corruption 
Commission pressed charges against the 11 persons. On 
August 13, the same court framed charges against SK Sinha 
and 10 others. 

Justice Sinha resigned on November 11, 2017, from 
abroad. 

He is now in the US.

Nutrition security at risk
FAO official tells PIB webinar on Covid-19 
CITY DESK

The increased rate of poverty due to 
Covid-19 has left the country’s nutrition 
security at risk and the physical growth 
of its one-third of children has been 
interrupted due to undernutrition, a FAO 
official has said.

Mohammad Mizanul Haque Kazol, 
national poverty and social protection 
policy advisor of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization, was delivering a technical 
session on Nutrition Sensitive Social 
Protection in the Context of Bangladesh on 
Monday, says a press release.

Quoting a research conducted by Brac 
on “Economic Impact of Covid-19 and way 
forward for Bangladesh”, Mizanul said 95 
percent households experienced income 

loss and 51 percent households’ income 
reduced to almost zero due to Covid-19.

He added that 3 percent households did 
not have any food, 16 percent had only 
1-3 days’ food, and 22 percent households 
have 30 or more days’ food.

Mizanul Haque also mentioned that 
the Bangladesh government adopted social 
security strategy in the year 2015. 

He also highlighted few weakness of the 
strategy.

Md Elius Bhuiyan, director (training and 
studies) of PIB; Naoki Minamiguchi, chief 
technical advisor of MUCH project, FAO; 
and Feroz Al Mahmud, research director 
of the Ministry of Food, delivered speech 
at the webinar with Zafar Wazed, director 
general of PIB, in the chair.

Inadequate relief
FROM PAGE 3

Distinguished Fellow at CPD and convener of the Citizen’s 
Platform for SDGs in Bangladesh Debapriya Bhattacharya 
said that the worst-affected people, especially people with 
disabilities and marginalised communities should have 
been prioritised when selecting beneficiaries.

He said that local government authorities should 
display the names of beneficiaries to increase transparency.

Rangpur district Deputy Commissioner Asib Ahsan 
said that it was a challenge to distribute assistance among 
flood victims and those affected by the pandemic while 
still maintaining social distance. He said that they received 
some allegations and are trying to resolve it immediately.

NGO Affairs Bureau Director General Md Rashedul 
Islam said PM Sheikh Hasina had directed that people 
irrespective of parties get the benefit if they are in need.

He said joint efforts from all are needed to face multiple 
disasters like the virus outbreak and flood.

Oxfam in Bangladesh’s Country Director Dipankar 
Datta, CPD Executive Director Fahmida Khatun and others 
also spoke at the webinar which was moderated by CPD 
Distinguished Fellow, Prof Mustafizur Rahman.

PK Halder
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joined as managing director of NRB Global Bank in 2015.
Documents show, Proshanto’s organisation HAL 

international owned 7.41 percent shares of IFLSL in 2015 
and 2016. Being a shareholder of IFLSL, with Rashedul’s 
help easily managed to get loans worth about Tk 2,500 
crore for 40 fake organisations.

ACC sources said without any scrutiny, Rashedul 
approved the loans and severely harmed IFLSL.

This correspondent tried to reach Rashedul for 
comments but failed. Proshanto now lives in Canada.

Sources said Proshanto took loans from ILFSL but did 
not pay back. He used the money to buy shares of PLFSL 
and took control over it. He then took money from the 
organisation in the same way.

Recently, Bangladesh Financial Intelligence Unit 
directed commercial banks to freeze accounts of 83 
persons, including Proshanto, his mother Leelaboti Halder 
and brother Pritish Kumar Halder.

The allegations against Proshanto were made after 
ACC launched the enquiry into illegal casino owners. 
On January 8 this year, ACC filed a case against him for 
amassing property worth around Tk 274.91 crore from 
unknown sources. ACC Deputy Director Gulshan Anowar 
Prodhand is enquiring about the fraud.

In this connection, ACC summoned former ILFSL 
chairperson MA Hashem, and directors Nasim Anwar, 
Basudev Banarjee, Mohammad Abul Hashem, Nawsherul 
Islam, Anwarul Kabir, Rashedul Haque and Irfan Ahmed 
Khan for quizzing.

Repatriation 
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the border,” said a senior 
official of the Bangladesh 
Deputy High Commission.

A senior West Bengal 
government official 
also confirmed the 
development.

However, “All these 
Tablighis recently tested 
negative for the virus. So, 
the process for their return 
has been initiated,” the 
official said.

“Talks are on with 
authorities concerned, 
including the Indian 
government,” the official 
added.

The Tabligh Jamaat’s 
Markaz in Delhi’s 
Nizamuddin West had 
emerged as a coronavirus 
hotspot in April this year 
after several people, who 
attended the religious 
congregation there in the 
second week of March, 
had tested positive for 
Covid-19.

Woman, son found 
murdered in Ctg
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A woman and her eight-year-old son were 
found murdered in Shamsher Para area of 
the port city on Monday night.

The deceased were identified as Gul 
Nahar Begum (33), and Rifat (8), said 
police. 

Gul Nahar had stab marks in her 
abdomen while her son’s throat was found 
partially slit, said police. The bodies were 
found in separate rooms.

Bijoy Basak, deputy commissioner 
(north zone) of Chattogram Metropolitan 
Police, said Gul Nahar’s daughter, who is 
an RMG worker, found the bodies after she 
returned home from work around 8pm.

Gul Nahar had been living separately 
with her 15-year-old daughter and son 
Rifat for seven years after her ex-husband 
remarried, said Basak.

He said they used to live in a rented 
tin-shed house. One Faruk lived with the 
family as a tenant. 

She used to cook biriyani and Faruk sold 
those in Bahaddarhat area. 

Faruk has gone into hiding and police 
are looking for him, he added.  

Alauddin used to run a roadside tea stall at the capital’s Dhanmondi, but his business starting 

dwindling along with his income, as the pandemic took over the country. However, with the help 

of his trusty bike, he adapted, and started selling products needed to tackle Covid-19.
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