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College student killed, 

1 held
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

A college student was killed allegedly over a trifling matter 
in Baufal upazila yesterday.

The deceased, Shaon Khandaker, 25, son of Zakir 
Hossain of Bilbilas village, was a post graduate student at 
Tongi Government College in the capital. 

Police, however, arrested a youth for his alleged 
involvement in the murder. 

The arrestee, Rajib Raja, 24, is son of Fayez Raja of 
neighbouring Madanpur village alleged involved in this regard.

Quoting locals, police said Shaon, who came home to 
celebrate his Eid holidays, had an altercation with Rajib 
over a trifling matter at Bilbilas Bazar on Sunday night.

As a sequel, Rajib attacked Shaon with a broken glass 
and hit him on the neck while he was taking tea at a stall 
in Bilbilas Bazar around 11:00am yesterday, leaving him 
critically injured.

Later, local people rescued injured Shaon and took him 
to Baufal Upazila Health Complex, where the doctors 
declared him dead.

Officer in Charge (OC) of Baufal Police Station 
Mostafizur Rahman said, being informed, a police team 
went to the spot and detained Rajib, while he was fleeing 
the area crossing a flooded paddy field, and took him to 
the police station for quizzing.

They also recovered Shaon’s body and sent it to 
Patuakhali General Hospital for autopsy, the OC said, 
adding that they will take necessary steps in this regard 
after investigation.

Man killed over land dispute
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

An elderly man was beaten to death by his rivals allegedly 
over a disputed land in Sadar upazila yesterday. 

The deceased, Afsar Ali, 72, was a resident of Kornai 
village in the upazila. 

Police said there had been a longstanding rivalry 
between Afsar and one Nur Islam and his men over the 
ownership of a disputed land. 

As a sequel, both the groups had an altercation yesterday 
morning, and, at one stage, Nur and his men beat Afsar 
mercilessly, leaving him death on the spot.

On information, police went to the spot, recovered 
the body and sent it to M Abdur Rahim Medical College 
Hospital for autopsy. 

2 abducted in Khagrachhari 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

Armed criminals abducted two people from Jouthokhamar 
area in Khagrachhari’s Ramgarh upazila on Sunday.

The victims are Manjurul Alam, 35, and Raju Mia, 24,  of 
a private company named Feni Jewel Traders, said Mahbub 
Alam, marketing and sales manager of the company.

A gang of 6 to 7 armed criminals kidnapped the two 
at gunpoint Ramgarh upazila when they were going to 
Khagrachhari from Feni, Mahbub added.

Officer in Charge of Ramgarh Police Station Samsuzzaman 
said a team of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) and police 
are jointly working to rescue the victims.

GOVT RICE PROCUREMENT

Drive in Pabna destined 

to crash
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Marred by poor response from listed millers and 
with the closing deadline for the government’s 
Boro rice procurement programme only a few 
days away, the programme is destined for a 
massive shortfall in target procurement this 
year in Pabna. 

The rice procurement drive in Pabna started 
on May 7 and it is set to end on August 31. This 
year the government set a target of procuring 
24,571 metric tonnes of rice from 682 listed 
rice mills through 11 designated procurement 
centres in the district.

But, as of August 15, only 9,800 tonnes, 
which is less than half the target, of rice was 
purchased at the procurement centres. 

While some are pointing out that steep 
prices of rice, at retail markets, might be one of 
the reasons behind the deficit, many others are 
blaming it on the role of a group of rice traders 
and millers with vested interest. 

But on whomever the blame is put, the 
situation might lead to a massive shortage in 
the food grain stock of the government, said 
many stakeholders. 

Rice millers and traders said many of the 
listed millers might have felt discouraged to sell 
the grain to the government as the former have 

been able to sell it at retail markets for prices 
much higher than that set by the government.        

But whatever the reason might be, more 
than a third of the listed millers have so far 
refrained from selling even one bag of rice to 
the government, according to food officials.   

Iqbal Bahar, controller of food in Pabna, said 
over two hundred millers, most of who own 
large-scale rice mills and under contract with 
the government, did not sell a single bag of rice 
to the government after the drive started.

Although the food controller’s office served 
numerous notices on them in this regard, many 
of the millers are yet to comply, he added.

Out of the total procurement target of 24,571 
tonnes, 15,162 tonnes of rice was set to be 
procured from Ishwardi, an upazila considered 
to be the largest rice hub in the region.  

Till August 15, only 6,402 tonnes of rice was 
procured at procurement centres in the upazila. 
As opposed to the paddy procurement target of 
6,695 tonnes, only 582 tonnes was procured in 
the upazila till the same date. 

Asked about the reasons behind the poor 
response, Fazlur Rahman Malitha, president of 
rice mill owners’ association in the upazila, said 
out of all the upazilas in the northern region, 
they had been selling the highest amount of 
rice to the government.

But this year, the millers from Ishwardi 
have felt disappointment and thus refrained 
from selling rice to the government as the 
procurement rates set by the latter are too low 
-- only Tk 36 for one kilogram of rice and Tk 26 
for paddy. 

At retail markets, each kg of rice can be sold 
for more than Tk 40 against its production cost 
of Tk 38 to Tk 39, while a kg of paddy can be 
sold there for more than Tk 28. These are the 
main reasons that made the millers to turn 
away from government procurement centres, 
Fazlur added.   

In response to the possibility of raising 
the rates, Iqbal Bahar, the food controller in 
Pabna, said there was no scope of raising the 
procurement rates at the moment as a market 
survey was conducted prior to setting those 
rates.  

Stern action would be taken against the 
listed millers for their breach of contract, under 
which they are required to sell the produce at 
rates set by the government, he added.  

On how to tackle a probable shortage in 
food grain stock of the government, he said 
there would be no shortage in food grain as 
the government might import rice if the rice 
procurement drive fails.

The government food grain storage facility in Pabna town wears a deserted look without anyone lining up to sell rice 

or paddy at rates set by the government. The photo was taken on Saturday.
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‘Ensure minimum wage of 
Tk 600 for stone crushers’
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Thousands of stone-crushing labourers at 
Burimari land port in Patgram upazila of 
the district have been deprived of fair wages 
for long.

Lalmonirhat district general secretary 
of Sangjukta Sramik Federation Md 
Moniruzzaman said more than thirty 
thousand labourers are engaged in crushing 
stones in different stone crushing factories 
at the land port. There are around 4000 
stone crushing machines at the port.

He further said that six to ten labourers 
run each machine to crush stones. They 
work in group. The labourers come from 
different areas of the upazila and work at 
the factories from morning till evening. 

Nazrul Islam, a stone-crushing labourer, 
said they get a daily wage of Tk 400 for 
crushing stones. Of the amount, Tk 100 is 
spent on food and transport every day. They 
have to return home with Tk 300 or less 
than Tk 300 after working hard all day long.

Nazrul also said that it is very tough to 
run the family with the low income.

Another labourer Delwar Hossain said 
silicosis is an incurable lung disease caused by 
inhalation of silica dust. Many stone-crushing 
labourers have died of this disease while others 
have fallen ill. They are living inhuman lives. 

He added that they have been doing 
stone-crushing work for a small wage as 
there is no other job opportunity in the 

area. 
“If we demand fair wages, the stone 

crush machine owners will fire us. None 
can demand fair wages here in fear of losing 
jobs,” said Delwar. 

Khairul Islam, group leader of stone-
crushing workers, said the labourers, who 
engaged in crushing stones, get a wage 
of Tk 400 each while the labourers who 
work as machine operator are paid Tk 500 
every day. The workers do not get breakfast 
or lunch or any other facilities from the 
machine owners. 

They have been demanding a minimum 
daily wage of Tk 600 for the labourers for 
long, but to no avail, said Khairul.

Contacted, Jamsher Ali, owner of a 
stone crusher, said all the stone-crushing 
labourers at the land port are paid the same 
wage. The labourers might have got low 
wage as there is no labour crisis here. 

He would discuss the matter with other 
stone-crushing machine owners soon and 
think about the wages for the workers, he said.

District general secretary of Sangjukta 
Sramik Federation Moniruzzaman said 
those workers engaged in crushing stones 
in Burimari land port area are deprived of 
fair wages for long. 

Soon they will inform the employers that 
no stone-crushing labourers will join the work 
unless they get fair wages, said Moniruzzaman, 
adding that they will go for a tougher movement 
to meet the demand if necessary.

Stone-crushing labourers at Burimari land port in Lalmonirhat’s 

Patgram upazila demand minimum wage of Tk 600 a day. 
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