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Twice as many men use
cellphone than women

Says study by ActionAid and Sanem

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eighty percent of male youth in rural and
urban areas have their own mobile phones,
whereas only 40 percent of the female
youth do so. On the other hand, only
six percent of households have access to
computers and less than four percent of
women have ever used a computer.

The findings were revealed at a webinar
titled “Gender and Youth Inclusiveness in
Technology in Bangladesh,” which was
jointly organised by South Asian Network
on Economic Modeling (Sanem) and
ActionAid Bangladesh. The paper was
presented by Mahtab Uddin, research
economist of Sanem. Prof Selim Raihan
and Sakil Ahmmed were co-authors for this
paper.

He pointed out that in case of access to
computers, Bangladesh lags behind other
South Asian countries. Fifty percent urban
households have computers while the ratio
falls to 30 percent in rural areas, while only
10 percent of women have ever used the

internet.

He also said that 24 percent of the females
from the poorest income decile own mobile
phones, while the rate is 73 percent for the
richest income decile. On the other hand
72 percent of male youths from households
in the poorest income decile own a mobile
phone compared to the 92 percent in the
top income decile.

“It is evident that the male-female gap is
44 percentage points in the poorest income
decile and 19 percentage points in the
richest income decile,” said Mahtab Uddin.

Chief guest of the program, Deputy
Minister of Education Mohibul Hassan
Chowdhury said that gender discrimination
in technology is often a result of patriarchal
and conservative culture.

“When women use technology they often
have to face stigma and digital harassment,
without a change in [people’s] mentality
it would be difficult to overcome this
discrimination,” he said. Acknowledging
the growing spread of fundamentalist,
misogynistic and anti-Liberation War ideas
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online, he called on all to work together to
overcome the stigmas and uphold social
values and tolerance.

Anir Chowdhury, policy adviser of a2i,
shared findings from a2i’s research and
explained that despite efforts from the
government to spread education through
digital platforms, it has been difficult to
include certain demographics such as
low-income groups, women, persons with
disabilities, displaced people and people in
remote areas.

The webinar was chaired by ActionAid
Country Director Farah Kabir and
moderated by Research Director of Sanem,
Prof Sayema Haque Bidisha. Special
remarks were delivered by Prof Selim
Raihan, Executive Director of Sanem.
Joint Secretary (technical) of Education
Ministry Ayatul Islam; Deputy Secretary of
Youth and Sports Ministry Md Sayed Alj,
and Senior Vice President of Bangladesh
Association of Software and Information
Services (BASIS) Farhana Rahman were
also present.
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Insistent rain in the last few days has put road communication at Postogola’s Rajabari Mor under
severe strain, with massive potholes turning into dangerous puddles.
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Law enforcers’
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Nirapotta Jote. She stressed that women
should step out of the attitude of accepting
violence in the pandemic, and there should
be a massive campaign that establishes
violence against women as a serious offence.
“It can’t be a normal incident that someone
is beating his wife just because he is hungry
or has things to worry about,” she said.

Shehla Pervin, additional inspector
general of police and joint secretary of
Bangladesh Police Women Network said
since many women are not being able
to reach police stations for making a
complaint amid the pandemic, they can
seek help using the helpline 999.

“Besides, there are also apps like BD
Police Helpline and Hello CIT, through
which the women can send audio and
video messages to ask for help,” she said.

Shehla also urged victims of violence to
not settle the cases out of court.

Speaking as chief guest, lawmaker Meher
Afroze Chumki, also president of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on the
Ministry of Women and Children Affairs,
said if a strong committee can be formed in

every upazila, consisting of representatives
of organisations working for women's
rights, ministry officials, representatives of
union parishad (female UP members and
vice-chairperson), women can get support
from them, without the hassle of going to
multiple agencies or organisations.

“They can also contact over phone and
the members will visit their homes,” she
added.

Md Shawkat Hossain, additional district
and sessions judge at a Shariatpur court,
stressed on increasing the budget and
logistical support of the judiciary in order
to ensure proper justice and speedy trial.
He also suggested that police should keep
a database of the sexual offender like other
developed countries, as history says child
molesters do this type of crime repeatedly.

MB Akhter, co-chair at WE Can; Afroza
Mahal, Dhaka and country portfolio
manager at Plan International Bangladesh;
Nasimun Ara Haque Minu, president,
Centre for Women Journalists and survivors
of violence spoke at the event as well.

Zinat Ara Haque, executive coordinator
of We Can, moderated the webinar.

Bazar Bandhu
supports flood
victims
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Bazar Bandhu, a micro-merchant project
run by ekShop and Synesis IT, has raised
fund and relief for distribution among
flood victims, says a press release.

On August 19, Bazar Bandhu distributed
food and health protection items to
flood-hit people in Tangail and Sirajgan;j.

It also conducted health camps for them.
Bloodman, Manabseva and Kandari also
participated in the activities.

Bazar Bandhu is a micro-merchant based
eCommerce project through which grocery
stores can transform their limited products
inventory into one million products with
the help of eCommerce.

At present it is being operated in
Sirajganj, Tangail, Jamalpur and Sherpur. In
Covid-19 pandemic, health care products
are being supplied to these districts through
Bazar Bandhu. UNCDF and the European
Union are providing support to the project.

do with it.

Money down

A woman said she heard from a rickshaw-puller that he got Tk 50,000.
“While urinating on the sewer bank, the rickshaw-puller noticed money
flowing in the drain,” she said. “I came here to see it with my own eyes
after hearing it directly from him.”

Nibaran Chandra Barman, officer-in-charge of Boalia Police Station,
said they have looked into the matter, but did not take any action as the
area was out of their jurisdiction.

The railway police avoided the incident too.

OC Shah Kamal of railway police said since the location of the sewer
is outside the railway boundary, they took no action in spite of being
informed of it.

Even though he is not certain, Road Transport Owners Group’s Matiul
referred to an old incident and said the money might have something to

Three years ago, Bipul, an employee of the organisation, lost about Tk
2.5 lakh belonging to a bus owner. He kept the money inside his desk
drawer at the group’s office, but later said he couldn’t find it.

Bipul is still repaying the lost money to the bus owner from his
salary. The group has also given him a grant of Tk 1 lakh to complete the
repayment. But whereabouts of the money remained unknown, he added.

“We think that the person who took the money hid it in the pile of
paper. But our office was under CCTV camera network and no one dared
to go there, get the money, and get out. When the papers were dumped
in the drain, the money might have gone along with them,” said Matiul.

However, Matiul said the total money collected by locals would not be
more than Tk 3,000.
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development professional, theatre worker and rights
activist Asif Munir; Sirajud Dahar Khan, executive director,
Interaction; Shah-e-Mobin Jinnah, executive director, CDA,
Dinajpur; development worker and researcher Navleshwar
Tripura; development worker and researcher Pulak Raha;
researcher and economist Nazmi Sabina; Gowhar Naeem
Wara, member secretary, Disaster Forum; and poet Farooq
Wasif issued the statement.

Release
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and are now being detained in Kashimpur jail, allegedly
for violation of Section 54 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure.

Most of them were previously arrested in the host
countries for committing administrative infractions such
as overstay of visa or work permit, or petty crimes, they
said.

Thereafter, they all obtained state pardon in the host
countries after serving at least two-thirds of their sentences,
they added.

“If these 225 returned Bangladeshi migrant workers
are being detained solely for ‘suspicious acts’ during
their period of quarantine and ‘for tarnishing the image
of the country’ for acts they committed in Qatar, Kuwait
and Bahrain, and for which reason they were charged,
imprisoned, and subsequently pardoned by those states,
we...would like to appeal to the government of Bangladesh
to immediately cause the release from imprisonment of
these 225 returned Bangladeshi migrant workers for they
have not committed any new crime,” they said in the
statement.

The organisations said the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Guidance for Covid-19 highlights that states should
urgently explore options for release and alternatives to
detention to mitigate the risk of harm within places of
detention.

Besides, as one of the country signatories to the
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights
of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families,
the Bangladesh government is duty bound to protect the
human rights of migrant workers and members of their
families, they further said.

Lawyers Beyond Borders is an international network of
legal experts interested in advocating for the rights of migrant
workers, brought together by Migrant Forum in Asia.

Mrinal Haque
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After his Namaz-e-Janaza took place at Gulshan Azad
Mosque post-Asr prayers, he was buried at the Mirpur
Martyred Intellectuals Graveyard. He left behind his wife,
a daughter and a son, and a host of fans and well-wishers.

Born in Rajshahi on September 9, 1958, Mrinal Haque
was best known for making murals on the streets of Dhaka.
He immigrated to USA in 1995, and began his sculpting
career there. He returned to the country in 2002, and
settled here permanently.

The sculptor built the Balaka sculpture in Motijheel on
his own initiative. The Golden Jubilee Tower, built on the
golden jubilee of Rajshahi University in 2003, is one of his
best works of art.

Besides, he has done a plethora of sculptures all over
the country, including Ratnadwip in front of the Prime
Minister’s office in Dhaka, Rajsik in front of Hotel Sheraton,
Janani O Gorbito Bornomala at Paribagh, Kotwal at Eskaton
and Mayur at Satrasta. He is also the creator of various
other sculptures including Atolantike Boshoti at the Navy
Headquarters, Arghyo at Science Laboratory, and more.

State Minister for Cultural Affairs KM Khalid, MP has
expressed his condolences at the death of Mrinal Haque.

Tidal surge

FROM PAGE 3 g

urge CCC to excavate the canal immediately. We also have
a masterplan to renovate the place,” he added.

Contacted, Shamsuddoha, chief executive officer of
CCQC, said, “We are trying to resolve the issue. We will also
review the masterplan submitted by the cremation centre
committee to help mitigate the crisis.”

Mentionable, CDA (Chattogram Development
Authority) has taken up a mega project to end this
perennial crisis. The project to mitigate waterlogging
included excavating 9.50-lakh cubic meters of mud from
36 canals, building 85km road on canal banks, constructing
three flood water retaining areas, constructing five tidal
regulators, building 42 silt traps, expanding 15.5km side
drain and building 200 cross drain culverts, Lt Col Md
Shah Ali, CDA project director, told The Daily Star.

By the end of this year, they will be able to complete
construction of five tidal regulators also, which will help
control tidal surge, he said.

Don’t share
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Asked  whether sharing
photo or videos of the
project was causing any
problem, he said, “Yes, this
is causing some problems.”

Many people are
posting on social media or
uploadingvideo on YouTube
mixing some true and false
information regarding the
project, he said.

“We have asked our
officials not to share photo
or document on social
media,” he said.

Construction of  the
Padma Bridge started in
November 2014 to connect
the country’s southwestern
region with the capital
through road and rail links.

The current deadline of
the project is June 2021.
The project cost rose to
Tk 30,193 crore following
several revisions of deadline.

The current deadline
is going to be deferred
further due to the Covid-19
pandemic and  strong
current in Padma, officials
said. The overall progress of
the project was around 80
percent till June this year.

Once opened, the
6.15km-long bridge will
connect the capital with
21 southern districts. It
is expected to boost the
country’s gross domestic
product by 1.2 percent.

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Size 2650 sq feet with one car
parking, 4 Bed, 5 Bath, Marble floor
with sophisticated interior decoration.
Address: House no 66. Road no 8/A
Flat 2A. Dhanmondi, R/A. Dhaka.

Mob:01711155034 or 01552308233

Provable time for rent : 01-10-2020

Mirksy of Health and Family 'Welfars
Health Berdoes Divishon
Husath E corormics Ui (HELD

147, Topktana Road (4h oo, Dhaks-1000

Govarmimant of thi: Peogke’s Repebiic of Bangladesh

Gander, NGD B Slakeholder Partiopaon (G NEF] Linil

Expression of Interest (EOI) for Selection of Consulting/Research
Firm for Conducting Research/Study

i L iy T i HED, koA
3| Aoerey HiLL
| L Froorg seis ramn HILI
4 | Frocunn asily oo HiA

Produring iy fsinn T

£ pauruare f b8 Wil foi Bt 3 Coaumiting FnnRaerdh Ovgasisaion

| E01 Rel Mo LR I000 00031 DE2.19  DCula 12DEIED

A Ve FLLL: ]
HEY WFJEMATION

a ProouemeT medhsd

| Gupls pre Cosi Bemed Selkeoion [HES]

FUSDING 1T ORMA THIN
| Euxioel and scwron ol b
11| Lermiprsant i |4 assicatia)

PARTICULAR IHFORMATION
12 | PropolsayaiT oo il &

Coll | [ Fand
WA

13 | Projoipogramme raned [T spphosbie)
joiny o s for nlacmnkany

Bty o ik Peeg e and P Es in provakng Bairlong dhoniers

ia | E0H meing dild aihd Irsa 11ERTEA] & | e
IHFORMATION FOR AFPLICANT
15 | Evid cesaripbon of T assgnTeal Clgact=es,

estwhy Ol Heatth = aciiles
TR R ey

srwairs it Hillh Faciioie

1 = kbl B diopEs Bnd gilicdan ol fulilion sveeR s T
T Te gkl T poddei e ribsalss ond porlinTerndd P i
I o aoplore e ifiuenc of perded inaquakity o GoEniEe] Goows K nuliion

L] ceriy and peodkay prmas for Wb poboy WMOSCaRON lowak B mone
S e - W el LY e

16 | Expatsnsn s ad Sy el
g

avplisding  pOguTENE O

R YL

L s ba g regisieed (ompany

T-dik

TT_| (i ciotaie |1 appicabing HA
18 | Asscabes sl Eega b o Eriarigng
19 Prassang af Ral ks | Logatonn | ol ] <8 Jrisa i |
L ST
Pt Puamerd Liinber JILT]

FHOCUIRAG ERTITY DETAILS

T Servc parvador shall B @ Consating Ovpancaton Veiuion fooned oa b
wid of hath com seracn and pywlom e domonialsd agerkm N
Lok ng

B W b Tan bl Boboa Kumbe®, B kbavilaaion Mumbed e up-

santd i Liffcals [abmlsd ahia| afd mil decbeid
i Pl ke tareed by the Cour

Acadimic bachgrousd al lbe murben 2| U S,

L Paarr bead reus e o leoer] rosders | PHD) would be a0 ackaniage) In paic
Pl o N WO ORET, R S D DB B W 6. DB STbd

B A Ees! 5 g ol agwrecos B! et Eewl 7 Baalh fyalrmh raatdh
oOuEng o Baees 300 raibor, pendat inhealt

W, Sl ik saed i EedlaiVE insns Tl

v Kemoastrynd mopeneacs of woring wih griermrenl. INGO, developmes|
i hpaia iy 1 e 30 O e S Sengihaneeg

W Prascily ageed vl Fe foevokabes peocas of reboanl bwel
pabTy TSRy CODUTETL ovelabon of ery nalondl kvl Realih sogron

w (PubdCiders o Tam Leads? 04 [Eraid i Peiilod, Qareks of Pk

wn lolen balriskoa of sibhesciorr proage renlworinbopa

wenrch.  The  appicani

Wb S e BT
Jrer
LT

N | Maris of ofissd detng JE00) D Miahd. Eluduiall Hiiiaan baisad
P4l iy maesd of offiossl sy EC8
L Frerang
25 | Acdreof ofcil rnileg B

¥ | Contsdt daluis of ofesl eainyg EO

24 | Tha predusnyg nlly sy Fo sghl o el of mse ol E Db

Do Cormail, Haallh Exireanis: Ul and Lot Dasaed [Hedlh Baonedes and

Hag'h breoscrssl Uil WU Topkhane P i Fiass], Lbaka-TLEE]
| elegataamr VOEEELY, Fia Moy BSELAD0 ©-fual | Tebreat]

i tit=ep]

G0-1308

Lisa Dwecizd |Haarth Sooesres and Fracasg OF)

[erecior Saseral
Has'h Eizroesc Ul




