DHAKA WEDNESDAY AUGUST 19, 2020, BHADRA 4, 1427 BS

COUNTRY

8

The Daily Star | 5

Shankardaha Government Primary School in Rangpur’s Gangachara upazila remains under threat due to

erosion by the Teesta that changed its course a few days ago. Below, approach to this road at Ichli village in

the upazila was washed away by the strong current of the river recently

RANGPUR’'S GANGACHARA UPAZILA

People of seven villages at risk of
erosion as Teesta changes course

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Dwellings and farmlands of seven villages
in Gangachara upazila of Rangpur are under
threat of erosion as the Teesta started flowing in
its old direction after years.

Link roads of a bridge in the area has been
washed away due to the erosion a few days ago.

Another bridge on Rangpur-Lalmonirhat
road is under threat due to the strong current,
said locals, adding that movement of vehicles
on the route will be disrupted if the bridge is
damaged.

More than 1,000 families of seven villages
are in fear of losing their houses due to the

erosion triggered by the change of river flow.

Besides, several notable structures, including
those of schools, madrasas, and mosques will
face extinction if timely action is not taken, said
villagers during this correspondent’s visit to the
area.

In Gangachara upazila, hundreds of people,
mostly living close to the riverbanks, change
their location every year due to the erosion.

“We the people of Gangachara are quite
accustomed to the suffering due to river
erosion,” said Julekha Begum of Shankardaha
village, who changed home on several occasions
in the past.

Like her, many people of the seven villages,
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namely, Ichli, Kolkanda, Binbina, Pashchim
Ichli, Purbo Ichli, Shankardaha and Kashiabari
started shifting their belongings to a safer place
as the river erosion intensified in the last ten
days after the change of the river course.

Shankardaha village has nearly disappeared
while dwellings of 600 families of Purbo and
Pashchim Ichli villages are on the verge of
extinction due to the dangerous river erosion,
said locals.

A concrete road at Binbina village was also
washed away due to the erosion.

Locals on August 11 formed a human chain at
SK Bazar in the upazila, where they demanded
that the Water Development Board (WDB)
arrange putting sandbags and afterwards build a
five-km-long embankment from Sheikh Hasina
Bridge via Ichli Char-Kolkonda to Binbina to
prevent erosion.

“Like many others, I have taken shelter at
Gannarpar in Rangpur’s Sadar upazila as the
Teesta devoured my house. I had relocated my
house three times in the last two years due to
the river erosion,” said Masud Rana of Ichli
village.

The affected people, who are mostly from
impoverished communities, are worried as they
have to find a safer shelter with their family
members, he said.

Shafiqul Islam, a farmer of Ichli, said he
relocated his family to a safer

place at nearby Kakina village.

“I had been staying at Ichli village for last
24 years as there was no erosion. This village
will no longer exist if the ongoing erosion
continues,” he said.

Abdullah Al Hadi, chairman of Laxmitari
union parishad, said suffering

of hundreds of people could have been
everted if a river embankment was

built.

Mehdi Hasan, WDB's executive engineer in
Rangpur, said, “We are aware of the situation.
WDB will start work in the dry season.”

Our CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

The month-long devastating floods have
wreaked havoc on the rural roads and
bridges under the Local Government and
Engineering Department (LGED) in ten
upazilas of the district. LGED has estimated
the total damages amounting to Tk 227.95
crore.

The floods strike at the beginning of July
due to heavy rainfall and onrush of water
from upstream, affecting six out of 12
upazilas in the district. After the first week
of July, floodwater started receding.

However, water levels of the major rivers,
including Jamuna, in Tangail had started
increasing again on July 12, flooding 11
upazilas in the district immediately.

Due to the prolonged floods, rural
roads, bridges and culverts got damaged,
disrupting internal road communication
and increasing sufferings of people.

Local people, however, said most of
these roads, bridges and culverts were left
in bad shape earlier as no major renovation
work took place. Floodwaters have just
washed away those this time.

According to LGED, at least 305 rural
roads and 66 bridges and culverts were
damaged fully and partially in 10 out of 11
affected upazilas.

The total length of the damaged roads
is estimated as 1280 kilometers while the
total length of the damaged bridges and
culverts is 2649 metres.

Ofthe damaged roads, highest 159.44km
of 40 roads are in Basail upazila, 159.50km
of 35 roads in Nagarpur, 241km of 71 roads
in Delduar, 153km of 38 roads in Sadar,
124km of 25 roads in Mirzapur, 150km
of 34 roads in Ghatail, 115km of 19 roads
in Kalihati, 56km of 25 roads in Bhuapur,
39km of 10 roads in Gopalpur, and 80km
of eight roads in Sakhipur upazila.

Of the affected bridges and culverts,
highest 1230 metres of five bridges and
culverts are in Ghatail, 370 metres of three

1280km roads, many
bridges, culverts
damaged by flood

The damage was estimated at Tk 227.95 crore

bridges and culverts in Sadar, 302 metres
of 13 bridges and culverts in Delduar,
253 metres of five bridges and culverts in
Gopalpur, 185 metres of 11 bridges and
culverts in Mirzapur, 125 metres of five
bridges and culverts in Kalihati, 56 metres
of seven bridges and culverts in Basail,
67 metres of five bridges and culverts in
Nagarpur, 35 metres of 10 bridges and
culverts in Sakhipur and 23 metres of two
bridges and culverts in Bhuapur upazila.
The damages caused by the flood were
estimated at 47.64 crore in Kalihati, Tk

Tangail LGED Executive
Engineer Golam Azam
said rural communication
was badly affected due to
the prolonged floods this
year.

34.45 crore in Basail Tk 28.85 crore in
Ghatail, 23.59 crore in Mirzapur, 21.23
crore in Sadar, 20.94 in Sakhipur, 19.30
crore in Gopalpur, 17.09 crore in Bhuapur,
10.06 crore in Nagarpur and 4.79 crore in
Delduar.

Golam Azam, executive engineer of
LGED in Tangail, said rural communication
was badly affected due to the prolonged
floods of this year. Numerous roads,
bridges and culverts have been damaged
fully and partially, hampering local road
communications.

“We have already estimated the damages
and also sent the reports to the higher
authorities. We hope we will get necessary
funds and start the renovation works as
soon as possible,” he added.

Sadar upazila.

A bridge has been damaged by flood at Char Pakulla in Tangail
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electrocuted

Our CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
Barisal PWD Division, Bansal
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Being informed, police
recovered the body and
sent it to Faridpur Medical
College Hospital for autopsy.

Cancer/WD-1 Hospital Building 15-
storied Building with 17-
storied foundation having
2 two basement at

Barishal

(as per Corrigendum
Notice)

an | e i, TR e T

an | e oo i, TR e wE

38, || WE-ETEE e

Body
recovered

¥ B | o This is an online tender where only e-Tenders will be accepted in the National e-GP
3 - ’ UR UORRESPONDENT, ' i i
el e i e Chapainaabgany Portal and no offiine/hard copies wil be accepted. |
SN TN AT | (GOl i, St we () A Police  recovered  the All relevant Corrigendum Notice of the abovementioned tender is available in detail
ol e e e R cilwEres beheaded body of a woman

in the e-GP System Portal. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP
System Portal (hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. Further information and

el EE Fedie e
e | dimm ffesslE =i afmes

from Rangamatia Beel in
Bholahat upazila yesterday.

gt cenn - TR (OFTETHIE | YRS SIHIHS (4 O O W

bk sfaprers | A w R SRR am wrpe e B .The Victirp, Shyamoli e . - _

ot e T e v e | alias  Kadoni, 45, was || guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk
34 | TR WETTRE AW, TR e | B, RTETAW WA, =T, R owbsbemasss e | | daughter of Entaj Ali of 0.

e e CvesiaEed | i drecorhiifomal.com  ecsmEs: | | Ghaibari village in  the | | (EMaIl: helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd). qﬂqﬂ

wwaw Bilri.gow. b upazilg. , Q"ﬁ/‘j‘ﬁ'
¥ | o Fndesr ) VI W (7] R BT SO T TR 9T U | Police quoted deceased'’s 5{

o) R A W T 0 R W SN W fiffillysﬁnemble.rs as :a}’lnf-i! Gerald Oliver Guda

R T T P W W R a yamoli went ou . .
T = — of her house on Monday Executive EI'IQII'IEEF

Y - of v afternoon and remained GD_1EE? PWD Di'ﬂ'iEi‘l:lﬂ, Earisal

missing since then.




