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World must heal together

Says WHO chief, warns against ‘vaccine nationalism’; study
shows asymptomatic coronavirus carriers have high viral loads

AFP, Geneva

The World Health Organization
has warned against “vaccine
nationalism,” saying vaccine-hogging

richer countries would not be safe
coronavirus havens if poor nations
remained exposed.

WHO chief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said it would be in
wealthier nations’ interests to ensure
that any vaccines eventually produced
to protect against the new coronavirus
were shared globally.

“Vaccine nationalism is not good,
it will not help us,” Tedros told the
Aspen Security Forum in the United
States, via video-link from the WHO's
headquarters in Geneva.

“For the world to recover faster, it
has to recover together, because it's a
globalised world: the economies are
intertwined. Part of the world or a few
countries cannot be a safe haven and
recover.

“The damage from COVID-19 could
be less when those countries who...
have the funding commit to this.”

He said the existence of the deadly
respiratory disease anywhere put lives
and livelihoods at risk everywhere.

“They are not giving charity
to others: they are doing it for
themselves, because when the rest of
the world recovers and opens up, they
also benefit.”

The United Nations health agency
also said that multiple different types
of vaccines would likely be needed to
combat COVID-19.

Twenty-six candidate vaccines are
in various stages of being tested on
humans, with six having reached
Phase 3 wider levels of clinical trials.

“Phase 3 doesn't mean nearly
there,”  explained the WHO'’s
emergencies director Michael Ryan.

“Phase 3 means this is the first
time this vaccine has been put
into the general population, into
otherwise healthy individuals, to see
if the vaccine will protect them against
natural infection.

However, “there’s no guarantee that
any of these six will give us the answer
-- and we probably will need more
than one vaccine to do this job.”

Meanwhile, a new study from
South Korea showed that people who
are infected with the coronavirus carry
similar levels of the pathogen in their
nose, throat and lungs whether they
have symptoms or not.

The paper, published in JAMA
Internal Medicine, is an important
biological line of evidence in support
of the idea that asymptomatic carriers
can spread COVID-19. Until now,
experts have relied on inferring
asymptomatic spread when people
contract the virus without contact
with a known carrier.
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Pak demands J&K action
while ignoring Ulghurs

AFP, Islamabad

Even as Pakistan this week
drew international attention
to the plight of Muslims in
Indian Kashmir, Islamabad
stayed conspicuously silent
about another embattled

Muslim  community -
China’s Uighur population.
Prime Minister Imran

Khan has presented himself

as a defender of Muslims worldwide and routinely speaks out on the
disputed Kashmir region, even comparing Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to Adolf Hitler and accusing him of overseeing a genocide.

“We will never accept, and neither will the Kashmiris, the illegal Indian
actions and oppression of the Kashmiri people,” Khan said Wednesday as
Pakistan marked the one-year anniversary of India stripping the Muslim-
majority region of its semi-autonomous status.

But even amid mounting evidence of a harsh crackdown on the Uighur
population in neighbouring China’s Xinjiang region, Khan has refused to
be drawn into the domestic affairs of Pakistan’s long-time ally.

Rights groups estimate more than one million Uighurs and other Turkic-
speaking minorities have been rounded up into a network of internment
camps, which China has branded “re-education centres”.

Both Kashmiris and Uighurs have been subjected to curfews, profiling,
and a massive presence of security forces along with moves to allow
outsiders to settle in their homelands.

Pakistan and India have clashed over Kashmir since independence from

Ex-Saudi spy says crown

prince wants him dead
A former senior Saudi intelligence official said in
a US lawsuit Thursday that the country’s Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman tried to have him
assassinated in 2018, just weeks after dissident
journalist Jamal Khashoggi was murdered in
Turkey. Saad Aljabri said Prince Mohammed
sent a“hit squad”to Canada, where he lives in
exile, to kill and dismember him in the same
way that Khashoggi was murdered allegedly by
the prince’s agents in Istanbul in October 2018.
Aljabri said that Prince Mohammed wants him
dead because he is close to rival prince and
former Saudi security chief Prince Mohammed
bin Nayef, and because he has intimate
knowledge of Prince Mohammed's activities
that would sour the close relationship between
Washington and Riyadh. Since 2017 when Prince
Mohammed was appointed as crown prince,
Riyadh tried unsuccessfully to use Interpol to gain
custody of him. And he says they sent a team of
agents to the United States to track him down.

Brian Hook, US pointman
on Iran hard line, quits

Demonstrators stand near burning fire during a protest near parliament yesterday, following Tuesday’s blast in
Beirut’s port area, Lebanon. Lebanon’s president yesterday said an investigation into the biggest blast in Beirut’s
history would examine whether it was caused by a bomb or other external interference, as residents tried to
rebuild their shattered lives after the explosion.

PHOTO: REUTERS

NEWSIN
brief
Beirut blast toll

rises to 154

REUTERS, Beirut

The death toll from the
Beirut port explosion has
risen to 154, state news
agency NNA reported
yesterday as authorities
detained sixteen staff
members at the port amid
public anger. Lebanese
authorities had announced
a probe into Tuesday’s
explosion, which they
said was triggered by a fire
igniting 2,750 tonnes of
ammonium nitrate stored
in a warehouse at the port.

Loya jirga to decide
fate of Taliban talks
AFP, Kabul

Thousands of Afghans
began a three-day gathering
in Kabul yesterday to decide
whether to release about
400 Taliban prisoners,
including many involved

in attacks that killed scores
of Afghans and foreigners,
a key obstacle to advance
peace talks. “The Taliban
said if these 400 are
released, then within three
days direct talks will start,”
President Ashraf Ghani
said as he opened the loya
jirga -- a traditional Afghan
meeting of tribal elders.

Thai student protest
leaders arrested

REUTERS, Bangkok

Thai authorities arrested

a student leader and legal
adviser yesterday over
anti-government protests, a
legal group said. Protesters,
led by student groups, are
returning to Thailand's
streets calling for the
ousting of a conservative
government led by pro-
military politicians. Police
arrested Anon Nampa, 35,
a human rights lawyer, and
student leader Panupong
Jadnok, who have both
featured prominently in
student-led rallies around
the country since July 18.

SRI LANKA PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
Rajapaksas secure big win

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka’s ruling Rajapaksa brothers secured
a two-thirds majority in a parliamentary
election that will allow them to rewrite the
constitution and increase their power, final
results showed yesterday.

The United States, which had
been highly critical of Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
previous administration,
immediately called on the new
government to respect human
rights and the rule of law.

Rajapaksa’s Sri Lanka Podujana
Party won 145 seats in Wednesday's
election and can count on at least five
allies in the new 225-member legislature,
according to Election Commission results.

Officials said Rajapaksa, 74, will be sworn
in as premier by his 71-year-old brother
Gotabaya, the island nation’s president, at a
Buddhist temple near the capital tomorrow.

The Rajapakas went into the polls seeking
a super majority to carry out a promised roll-

back of constitutional changes, including
the scrapping of independent institutions
running the judiciary, the public services,
the police and elections.

Observers say the siblings -- renowned for
their ruthless crushing of Tamil separatists
to end a decades-old conflict in
2009 -- can now overturn the
reforms made by a previous
administration.

Despite  the
concerns, the no-holds-barred
military campaign made the
Rajapaksas hugely popular among
the country’s Sinhalese-Buddhist

international

majority.

And Sri Lanka’s strategic position in
the Indian Ocean has made it a target of
renewed Indian overtures. Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi called Mahinda
to congratulate him even before the final
results were announced. Rajapaksa said in
a tweet that he looked forward to working
closely with Modi.

LLockdown emissions fall will
have ‘no effect’ on climate

AFP, Paris

The unprecedented fall in greenhouse gas
emissions from lockdowns during the
pandemic will do “nothing” to slow climate
change without a lasting switch from fossil
fuels, an international team of researchers
said yesterday.

Global emissions from the burning
of coal, oil and gas could fall up to eight
percent in 2020 after governments moved
to confine billions of people to their homes
in a bid to slow the spread of Covid-19.

But absent a systemic change in how the
world powers and feeds itself, experts warned
in the study that the emissions saved during
lockdown would be essentially meaning]ess.

Using open source data, the team
calculated how levels of 10 different
greenhouse gases and air pollutants
changed in more than 120 countries
between February and June this year.

They found that pollution such as
carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxides fell in
the period by between 10 and 30 percent.

However, given that the “massive
behavioural shifts” during lockdown were
only temporary, lower emissions so far this
year are unlikely to influence the climate.

Even assuming travel restrictions and
social distancing continue to the end of
2021, the team concluded that this would
only save 0.01 C of warming by 2030.

“Lockdown showed that we can change
and change fast, but it also showed the
limits of behaviour change,” Piers Forster,

study co-author and director of the Priestley
International Centre for Climate at Britain's
University of Leeds.

“Without underlying structural change
we won't make it,” he told AFP.

The 2015 Paris climate deal saw nations
commit to limit temperature rises to “well
below” two degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels through sweeping emissions
cuts. It also set a safer goal of a 1.5 C cap.

The UN says that in order to keep 1.5 Cin
play global emissions must fall 7.6 percent
annually this decade. That is roughly
equivalent to the anticipated emissions
fall this year. But to achieve that its caused
one of the largest economic slowdowns in
history. Forster said it was unlikely to be
repeated as countries look to recover.

The study, published in Nature Climate
Change, pinned hope on post-lockdown
recovery which the authors said showed a
unique opportunity for structural change
to the global economy.

Britain in 1947, with both countries claiming the territory that has sparked
two full-blown wars between the foes.

China meanwhile has steadily poured cash into Pakistan, investing
more than $50 billion as part of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) that has upgraded infrastructure, power and transport links
connecting Xinjiang to Pakistan’s newly refurbished Gwadar port.

China has also offered steadfast diplomatic support to Pakistan during
its frequent bouts of unrest with India.

When asked about the Uighurs, Khan has wafted between citing
unfamiliarity with the issue and defending Pakistan’s vital relationship China.

“China has helped us when we were at rock bottom. We are really
grateful to the Chinese government, so we have decided that any issues
we have had with China we will handle privately,” Khan said at the World
Economic Forum in Davos in January.

Pakistan'’s silence on the Uighurs is not unique in the Islamic world.

Prince Mohammed bin Salman, heir to the throne of Saudi Arabia, has
also defended China, saying he respected Beijing's “anti-terrorism” efforts.
Turkey has also toned down criticism on the issue.

The envoy leading President Donald Trump's
hardline push on Iran quit on Thursday,
months before an election that could reorient
US policy. Brian Hook, a stalwart Republican
considered one of the most powerful figures at
the State Department, decided to return to the
private sector, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
said. Hook “has achieved historic results
countering the Iranian regime,” Pompeo said
in a statement. Hook will be replaced by Elliott
Abrams, an intellectual architect of the 2003
invasion of Iraq who has been leading Trump’s
unsuccessful campaign to oust Venezuela’s
|eftist president, Nicolas Maduro. Abrams will
handle both Iran and Venezuela, Pompeo said.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS
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