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Teesta devours
over 500 dwellings
in five days

Human chain in Aditmari UZ demands immediate

protective measures

Our CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

The victims of ongoing erosion by the Teesta
joined a human chain on the riverbank
at Balapara of Mahishkhocha union in
Lalmonirhat’s Aditmari upazila on Monday
demanding immediate government steps
to save them from the menace.

The river devoured around 500 dwellings
in wards No 4 and 5 of Mahishkhocha
union in the last five days while more
than 1500 houses are under threat, said
participants in the human chain.

Arable lands, orchards and other
important establishments in the char
(landmass emerging from riverbed) area
are also going into the rivered.

Abdul Mannan, a former union parishad
(UP) member, with his six-member family
has taken shelter in other’s land after losing
their house to the Teesta.

“Only a week ago we had home, arable
land and orchards. Today we are landless
and destitute. Hundreds of families have
become landless due to serious erosion
by the Teesta in the area. Some have taken
shelter on government roads and some on
other people’s land.

Instead of giving relief, the government
should take effective steps to save
dwellings and arable lands by building an

embankment on the left bank of the Teesta,
he said.

Babul Miah, a victim of the river
erosion, said, “Many of us have somehow
removed the houses elsewhere. Around
500 dwellings along with arable lands have
gone into the Teesta in last five days.”

“We could not celebrate the Eid as the
Teesta has made us homeless and landless.
The government's relief programme
benefits only a section of the society,” said
Abdul Jalil, another victim of the erosion.

Mosaddek Hossain Chowdhury,
chairman of Mahishkhocha UP, said,
“Many people in the union are becoming
victims as the Teesta continued devouring
homesteads, arable lands, orchards and
establishments. The Water Development
Board and upazila and  district
administrations have been informed about
the situation, but no action has been
taken.”

Mizanur Rahman, executive engineer of
Lalmonirhat Water Development Board,
said, “We have visited the affected areas of
the Teesta char in Mahishkhocha union.
Attempts are on to prevent erosion by
throwing geo-bags at important places. The
decision to construct embankment on the
riverbank is up to the higher authorities of
the government.”
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Charred remnants of the outer shed of Chithulia Sambhuchand Temple, right, at Chithulia
village in Faridpur upazila of Pabna.

Fire damages outer shed of

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

ancient

A tin-roofed shed of a centuries-old
ancient temple was destroyed in
a blaze early Monday in Faridpur

upazila.

The outer shed was used for
rituals
Chithulia
Sambhuchand Temple in Chithulia

holding
programmes

religious
of the

secretary of the establishment.

Unidentified criminals might
have set the shed afire to destroy
the temple, he said, adding that a
huge pile of fishing nets, belonging
to local Hindu fishermen, were
stored in the shed that was
suddenly engulfed by fire around
11:30pm.

and

village. Different religious programmes
Spiritual leader Thakur such as Haribasar, Namjaggna and
Sambhuchand established the Doljatra were being observed at

temple about 400 to 500 years
ago, said Sadhan Kumar Haldar,

the shed ever since the temple was
established, he also said.

temple

Members and leaders of the
community demanded proper
investigation into the incident.
If the incident is proven to be an
arson attack, targeted to unsettle
communal harmony in the area,
the perpetrators have to be brought
to book, they also demanded.

Dilip Kumar, president of
Hindu, Boudhha, Christian Oikya
Parishad’s Faridpur upazila unit,
said the members of the community,
mostly impoverished, are now
feeling insecure after the incident.

I PHOTO:
COLLECTED
Binoy Joti Kundu, secretary

to the Parishad’s Pabna district
unit, said, “Criminals might have
set [the shed on] fire to destroy
communal harmony. We demand
that the culprits are tracked down
and handed down punishment for
the sake of communal harmony.”

Faridpur Police Station Officer-
in-Charge Masud Rana said a
general diary was filed in this
connection yesterday and they
launched an investigation into the
incident.

Seven drown in Tangail, Patuakhali

People formed a human chain on the Teesta bank at Balapara of Mahishkhocha union
in Lalmonirhat’s Aditmari upazila on Monday noon demanding immediate steps to

construct an embankment to save the area. PHOTO: STAR
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Seven people, including three children, have
drowned in Tangail and Patuakhali, report our
correspondents.

Three children and a schoolboy drowned in
floodwaters of Tangail’s Kalihati, Mirzapur and
Delduar upazilas on Monday.

Two children drowned at Gilabari village
in Kalihati at noon. The victims are Khushi, 5,
daughter of Lavlu Miah of the village, and her
cousin Abir, 6, son of Mohammad Siddik of
Betbari village in Sadar upazila.

The duo fell in the floodwaters while playing
near the house. Later, local people rescued the
two and took them to Bhuapur Upazila Health
Complex where on duty doctors declared them
dead.

A schoolboy drowned in floodwaters at

Postkamuri village in Mirzapur around 1:30pm.
The deceased is Nawshad Karim, 13, son of
Harunur Rashid of the village.

Nawshad went missing when he went to
take bath in the floodwaters. Later, divers of
fire service and civil defense recovered his body,
said Shafiqul Islam, senior station officer of
Tangail fire station.

Meanwhile, Munni, 5, of Katuli village in
Delduar upazila drowned in floodwaters when
he was playing near the floodwaters adjacent to
her house in the morning, local sources said.

In Patuakhali, three cousins drowned in a
pond in Kalaiya union of Baufal upazila on
Monday afternoon.

The bodies of the three girls were recovered
from the pond at Karpurkathi village around
6:30pm, said Kalaiya Union Parishad Chairman

SM Faisal Ahmed Monir Hossain Mollah.

The deceased are Mahfuza Begum,
Marium Begum, 15, and Maria Begum, 11.

Of them, Mahfuza, a 10th grader of
Mansuria Dakhil Madrasa, is the daughter of
Abdur Razzak Khan while Marium and Maria,
students of Class X and VI of Kalaiya Rabbania
Fazil Madrasa respectively, are daughters of
Razzak’s brother Mokhlesur Rahman.

According to the family, the three went to
take bathe in the pond near their house in the
afternoon.

Family members began searching for them
as they did not return home in the evening.

Later, family found the bodies of the cousins
floating in the pond.

None of them knew how to swim, the
relatives said.
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killed in 2
districts

Star CounTtrY DESK

Three local leaders of ruling
Awami League (AL) and
its youth wing were killed
in separate incidents in

Patuakhali and Tangail
during the Eid vacation.
Our Patuakhali

correspondent reported that:
two local leaders of ruling
AL were killed allegedly by
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their rivals over establishing
supremacy in Baufal upazila
on Sunday.

The deceased are Rakib
Uddin Rumon, 33, vice-
president of Keshabpur
Union unit Juba League,
and Riyad Hossain Ishat, 24,
an activist of the union unit
Swechchhasebak League.

Police, however, detained
nine people on Monday for
their alleged involvement
in the murder, Patuakhali
Additional Superintendent
of Police Mahfuzur Rahman
said.

Quoting locals, police
said a group of 50 to 60
criminals swooped on the
duo while they were taking
tea at a tea-stall at Keshabpur
Bazar around 7:00pm on
Sunday and stabbed them
indiscriminately.

Hearing scream, villagers
took them to Baufal Upazila
Health Complex, where the
doctors declared Ishat dead,
while Rumon succumbed to
his injuries around 9:00pm
the same night.

Being informed, police
recovered the bodies and
sent those to Patuakhali
General Hospital for autopsy
on Monday morning, police
said.

Away in Tangail, a union
level leader of AL was killed
in Gopalpur upazila on
Friday.

The deceased, Aminul
Islam Nixon, 48, was former
general secretary of Hadira
Union unit AL.

A group of unidentified
criminals waylaid Nixon in
Norilla area while he was
returning Dhanbari upazila
and stabbed him.

Locals took him to nearby
Madhupur Upazila Health
Complex, where the doctors
declared him dead.
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