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financial banking account regularly, he 
said, adding, “We got numbers of some 
senders and are trying to get details.”

“We have also come to know that 
Mohona was in touch with top Neo-JMB 
leaders. We got some names from her and 
are conducting drives to arrest them,” he 
said.

He, however, refused to disclose details 
of this leadership as it may alert them.

After converting to Islam from Hindu 
religion in 2009, Mohona met members 
of Neo-JMB’s female wing on social media 
and started working as a member.

She was then added to a messenger 
group where she met two youths -- Al Amin 
and Rasel.

“Of them, Rasel lives in Bogura. To make 
her a Bangladeshi national, Rasel managed 
to get a birth registration and NID card for 
her,” said a high official of the CTTC unit.

Later, Rasel sent the documents to 
Mohona’s address at Jatrabari in 2017 

through courier service, said the official. 
CTTC unit is now conducting drives to trace 
Rasel’s whereabouts.

During interrogation, Mohona said 
she got married to one Amir Hossain 
Saddam over phone last year. They stayed 
in Keraniganj for 14 days before he left for 
Oman.

The CTTC officials, however, are 
suspecting that Saddam is still in the 
country.

Another CTTC official said they have 
come to know that there may have been a 
change in the militant outfit’s leadership 
and Mohona, among others, was planning 
to make a declaration of that through some 
subversive activities.

The CTTC unit also collected her address 
in Hugli of West Bengal and contact 
numbers of her family members.

“We are now trying to cross check the 
information she gave us,” said the official 
involved with the investigation.

Legal notice 
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requested them to take 
necessary measures to 
monitor the activities of the 
hospitals and diagnostic 
centres the at upazila level, 
regarding the test and 
treatment for patients.

It also said appreciate 
legal action will be taken 
against the respondents if 
they don’t take necessary 
measures to comply 
with the requirements 
mentioned in the legal 
notice in 48 hours.

Six ‘JMB members’ 
arrested in Savar
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) claimed 
to have arrested six suspected members 
of banned militant outfit Jama’atul 
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) in Savar 
early yesterday.

The arrestees were identified as Omar 
Faruk Rubel alias Sunny (28), Habibur 
Rahman alias Badsha (48), Saidur Rahman 
(55), Mahbubur Rahman alias Dudu (55), 
Shafiqul Islam Shafiq (37) and Golam 
Mostafa (51), said Rab.Tipped off, a team 
of Rab-4 arrested the six after conducting a 
drive in Badda-Bhatpara area of Savar, said 
Sajedul Islam Sajal of Rab-4, also a senior 
assistant superintendent of police.

The elite force members also recovered 
several books and leaflets on extremist 
ideology, and seven mobile phone sets 
from their possession, said the Rab official.

The arrestees will be handed over to 
Savar Model Police Station after completing 
legal process, added Sajedul. 

Filing of a case was underway, said Saiful 
Islam, inspector (investigation) of the 
police station.

Plans underway
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relevant officials of the city corporation. In 
this regard, a committee has already been 
assembled and a three-tier working plan is 
also being prepared. 

The plan will focus on finding out the 
best way to establish a safe bicycle network 
for the city. It will work on relevant issues 
such as how the lanes are going to be 
marked. 

Jalal Ahmed, president of the Institute 
of Architects, said an integrated plan is very 
important in order to separate motorised 
and non-motorised vehicles from moving 
together. 

Contacted, DNCC Mayor Atiqul Islam 
said they have asked committee for an 
integrated plan so that the city corporation 
can take appropriate initiatives. “In spite 
of challenges, we will go for an integrated 
bicycle network as it will be beneficial for 
the environment and public health,” the 
mayor said. 

Bicycles are also considered logistically 

superior for some cases. “At least 49 
percent of trips in Dhaka every day are 
short-distance ones within two to five 
kilometres,” said Saifuddin Ahmed, 
executive director of Work for a Better 
Bangladesh Trust and member secretary of 
the planning committee. 

“If bicycling and walking is given 
priority, it will help reduce the use of 
motorised vehicles,” he said, which can 
play an important role in reducing air 
pollution. 

“The world is now rethinking the use of 
bicycles due to the coronavirus pandemic,” 
Saifuddin said. 

Akhter Mahmud, president of 
Bangladesh Institute of Planners said, 
“Modern cities are planned by prioritising 
walking and cycling. Big portions of the 
city are reserved for that. If we create a 
pedestrian and cyclist-friendly city, people 
will be able to move smoothly, safely and 
in a much more environmentally-friendly 
manner.”

No end to 
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areas like ponds, haor and swamplands are 
integral in managing massive rainfall the region 
experiences. But unfortunately, the city and its 
surroundings lost many of such areas over the 
decades.”

“We must protect water retention and 
vegetation areas, and take measures centring over-
siltation of the river. We need a long-term plan 
that would consider these issues while developing 
the city and surroundings,” said the architect and 
urban planner.

Md Shahiduzzaman Sarkar, executive engineer 
of BWDB in Sylhet, said after a couple of hours 
of rain, Surma starts overflowing beside the city. 
Consequently, many areas become inundated and 
the canal water does not go down.

“Surma needs to be dredged to regain its 
navigability. As BIWTA is working on a massive 
project centring this issue, we cannot make 
immediate plans to dredge part of the river beside 
the city,” he said.

SCC Chief Executive Officer Bidhayak Roy 
Chowdhury said, “When Surma overflows, we 

really have nothing to do. The river needs to be 
dredged properly soon.”

When asked about protecting water retention 
and vegetation areas, he said, “We are protecting 
all water retention areas inside the city limit, but 
most of such lands are outside the perimeter.”

The city corporation covers only 26.5 square 
kilometres. A proposal to include another 
160.62 square kilometres of surroundings had 
been placed and is awaiting approval from local 
government and rural development ministry, he 
further said. 

The proposal was placed in 2014.
“Once approved, we will protect all water 

retaining areas in accordance to a comprehensive 
plan,” Chowdhury added.

Contacted, BIWTA authorities said while they 
have made considerable progress, dredging part of 
the river beside the city will take substantial time 
to commence.

As for the Ecnec mega project, authorities 
concerned are yet to go fully operational with it. 
They have only recently received the allocation, 
informed the CEO of the city corporation.  

Sheela Saha 
passes away
CITY DESK

Sheela Saha, 
wife of Biresh 
Chandra 
Saha, former 
president 
of Dhaka 
Mahanagar 
Puja Committee, died 
while undergoing 
treatment at a private clinic 
in the capital’s Dhanmondi 
on Saturday.

She was 60, according to 
a press release. 

Sheela, mother of 
journalist Jhumur Saha, 
was suffering from cancer 
since 2016, the press release 
added.

Sheela left behind her 
husband, a daughter and 
son.

She was cremated 
at Lalbagh Shawan on 
Saturday night.

3 held with 
3,600 litres 
of shark oil
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Rapid Action Battalion in a 
drive arrested three persons 
with 3,600 litres of shark 
oil in port city’s Cinema 
Place area early yesterday.

Tarek Aziz, assistant 
superintendent of police 
posted at Rab-7, told 
The Daily Star, “The 
shark oil was being 
carried to Mymensingh 
from Maheshkhali. We 
intercepted a truck carrying 
18 barrels of oil worth Tk 
21 lakh in front of Nabi 
market and arrested them.”

In primary interrogation, 
the accused confessed to 
the offence. They used to 
produce shark oil illegally 
for a long time after killing 
the endangered species 
in Kutubdia and sell it 
across the country, the ASP 
quoted them as saying.

The three were handed 
over to Kotwali Police 
Station and a case was filed 
against them on the charge 
of catching, killing and 
selling the endangered fish, 
he said.

‘Debris of Desire’ 
selected at SIFF
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

“Debris of Desire”, a film produced by 
Bangladeshi filmmaker Josim Ahmed, 
has made the official selection of the 
Shanghai International Film Festival 
(SIFF).

Directed by Indranil Roychowdhury, 
the Bangladesh-India joint production 
is part of the Asian New Talent Award at 
the prestigious film festival, that is set to begin on July 25.   

The  film, carrying the Bangla title “Mayar Jonjal”, stars 
Aupee Karim and popular Indian actor Ritwick Chakraborty, 
and follows Satya and Chandu, two struggling members of 
the underclass, who turn to a life of crime. 

“SIFF is not only a renowned film festival around the 
world, but is also the biggest film market in Asia. It is 
indeed a privilege to have my work selected in the festival,” 
Josim Ahmed told this newspaper. 

The film will be showcased in the Shanghai Film Art 
Center, Tianshan Cinema-Hongqiao Art Center and OSGH 
Cinema on July 25, July 29 and August 1 respectively. 
The festival, one of the first major film events to be held 
physically  since the Covid-19 outbreak, will run until 
August 2. 

Josim Ahmed

‘Find alternatives to mass layoffs’
Academics, journalists urge media houses
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Teachers of different universities and well-
known journalists have urged the owners 
and editors of media houses to not let 
go of journalists and employees, and 
find out alternative ways to overcome the 
financial crises created due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.

In their statement, 60 teachers and 16 
journalists asked both public and private 
organisations not to stop advertising, 
which is a good source of revenue for the 
media.

“We all know that the novel coronavirus 
has created a dangerous situation and the 
future holds more uncertainty. It is expected 
that during this grave crisis, people will 
come together to help one another,” reads 
the statement.

“Owners of many television channels 
and newspapers decided not to give bonus 
to journalists and staff members within 
a month of declaration of closure by 
the government. Some well-established 
and profitable organisations awarded 25 
percent of bonus. Some media outlets are 
planning to dismiss and send journalists 
on forced leave without salary... news like 
these are alarming,” the statement also 
added.

“We’re well aware that economic 
activities are undergoing a setback due 
to the coronavirus and media is being 
adversely affected... Media [outlets] could 
not collect arrears of advertisement from 
public and private organisations. On the 
other hand, sale of newspapers has also 
dropped. Overall, the situation has become 
tougher for mass media,” it said.

The statement said, “Considering all 
adversities, it is our earnest request to the 
owners and editors to not shut down their 
organisations, discharge journalists or 
reduce salary and allowance, rather work 
together to find a way out of this crisis.”

Media owners will be able to overcome 
the situation without dismissing anyone 
if they work together and come up with a 
creative solution, it added.

Among others, Prof Dr Shakhawat Ali 
Khan, Prof Dr Golam Rahman, Prof Dr 
AAMS Arefin Siddique, Prof Dr Sheikh 
Abdus Salam, Prof Dr Mofizur Rahman of 
Dhaka University, Prof Dr Dulal Chandra 
Biswas of Rajshahi University, Ali Asgar 
Chowhdury of Chittagong University, 
journalists Zulfikar Ali Manik, Munni 
Saha, and ZI Mamun signed the statement, 
among others. 

A broken railing on the Bijoy Sarani flyover is a potential risk to vehicles assing through, with 

a deep trench next to it. Moreover, a family is seen walking along the flyover’s narrow ramp, 

which they are not supposed to. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN


