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Teenage boy dies from bubonic
plague after eating marmot

A 15-year-old boy has died from bubonic plague
in western Mongolia, according to government
health officials. The teenager caught the plague
after hunting and eating marmot, according to
Dorj Narangerel, spokesperson for Mongolia’s
Ministry of Health. He died on Sunday. Marmots
are large ground squirrels, a type of rodent, that
have historically been linked to plague outbreaks
in the region. Plague killed an estimated 50
million people in Europe during the Black Death
pandemic in the Middle Ages, but modem
antibiotics can prevent complications and death
if administered quickly enough.

Russia trying to hack, steal

vaccine data, says Britain
Hackers backed by the Russian state are trying
to steal COVID-19 vaccine and treatment
research from academic and pharmaceutical
institutions around the world, Britain’s National
(yber Security Centre (NCSC) said yesterday. A
co-ordinated statement from Britain, the United
States and Canada attributed the attacks to
group APT29, also known as ‘Cozy Bear; which
they said was almost certainly operating as
part of Russian intelligence services. The NCSC
said in a statement the group’s attacks were
ongoing. Britain and the United States said in
May that networks of hackers were targeting
national and international organisations
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. But
such attacks have not previously been explicitly
connected to the Russian state.

‘ISIL bride’ can return UK
to fight for citizenship

Shamima Begum, 20, a woman who had the
citizenship of the United Kingdom revoked
after she travelled to Syria to join the IS group,
should be allowed to return home to challenge
the decision, a UK court has ruled. Begum was

15 when she and two other schoolgirls from
Bethnal Green in east London left home to join
the armed group on February 17, 2015. She
claims she married a Dutch convert soon after
arriving in ISIL-held territory. She was discovered
in a Syrian refugee camp in February 2019.
The then-home secretary, Sajid Javid, annulled
Begum’s British citizenship on national security
grounds. That prompted her to take legal action,
arquing the decision was unlawful and made her
stateless. The UK-born Begum is of Bangladeshi
heritage. But Bangladesh has said it would not
consider granting her citizenship.
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This photo taken on Wednesday shows residents riding a boat past a damaged and flood-affected house near
the Poyang Lake due to torrential rains in Poyang county, Shangrao city in China’s central Jiangxi province. The
vast Yangtze drainage area has been lashed by torrential rains since last month, leaving 141 people dead or
missing and forcing the evacuation of millions more across several provinces.
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High-profile Twitter users
targeted in major hack

AFP, San Francisco

Twitter is investigating a massive hack in which high-profile users from Elon
Musk to Joe Biden had their accounts hijacked by scammers, who the social
network believes targeted its employees to gain access to internal systems.

Posts trying to dupe people into sending hackers the virtual currency
Bitcoin were tweeted by the official accounts of Apple, Uber, Kanye West,
Bill Gates, Barack Obama and many others on Wednesday.

“We detected what we believe to be a coordinated social engineering
attack by people who successfully targeted some of our employees with
access to internal systems and tools,” Twitter said.

“They used this access to take control of many highly-visible... accounts,”
the company said, adding that it was investigating “what other malicious
activity they may have conducted or information they may have accessed.”

The fraudulent posts, which were largely deleted, said people had 30
minutes to send $1,000 in the cryptocurrency, promising they would receive
twice as much in return.

A total of 12.58 bitcoins -- worth almost $116,000 -- were sent to email
addresses mentioned in the tweets, according to the site Blockchain.com,
which monitors crypto transactions.

“Tough day for us at Twitter,” chief executive Jack Dorsey said in a tweet.

“We all feel terrible this happened. We're diagnosing and will share
everything we can when we have a more complete understanding of exactly
what happened.”

Twitter said it had locked down the affected accounts and removed the
tweets posted by the hackers. “

Vice reported that a Twitter insider was responsible, citing leaked
screenshots and two anonymous sources apparently behind the hack, one
of whom told the media outlet they had paid the employee.

PHOTO: AFP

Top court scraps EU-US
data transfer pact

AFP, Brussels

TORRENTIAL MONSOON RAINS IN SOUTH ASIA

Floods kill more than 100

AFP, Guwahati e e conditions had improved slightly

A crucial online data arrangement between Europe and the US was
invalidated yesterday, as a top EU court decision over Facebook threw
trans-Atlantic big tech into legal limbo.

The decision stemmed from a legal complaint by Austrian activist Max
Schrems, who in 2015 scuppered a previous EU-US deal on which tech
giants depended to do business.

“It seems we scored a 100 percent win,” Schrems said on Twitter.

“For our privacy, the US will have to engage in serious surveillance
reform to get back to a ‘privileged’ status for US companies,” he said.

The setback comes a day after another European court invalidated a
landmark tax bill from the EU against Apple, raising questions over the
bloc’s long-running leadership on regulating big tech.

While disappointed, the US and the EU said they would work closely to
find a solution and give companies the legal certainty they need.

Schrems’ legal assault began after revelations by Edward Snowden of
mass digital spying by US agencies, which the EU court at the time said
were incompatible with European norms on privacy.

The previous decision struck down a deal called “Safe Harbour” that
allowed for data transfers between Europe and US servers, throwing
transatlantic business into chaos.

EU and US officials swiftly drew up its replacement, “Privacy Shield”,
which is currently used by thousands of US companies, but has now been
invalidated as well.

but nearly one-third of the delta
nation was still under water.At least
six people have died, Bangladesh's
disaster management ministry said.
In Nepal, 67 people have died and
45 are missing after landslides and
floods triggered by the rains since
Sunday last week, with the army and

Torrential monsoon rains swept
across South Asia yesterday, having
killed more than 100 people in recent
days and almost entirely flooding a
massive park reserve, officials said.
Hundreds die every year in floods
and landslides during the July-
September monsoon season in the

densely populated region, but officials
have warned that the current deluge
could become one of the worst in
recent years to hit Bangladesh, India
and Nepal.

People and animals alike have
been affected -- in India’s Assam state,
around 90 percent of the famous
430-square-kilometre  (166-square-
mile) Kaziranga National Park is
under water, drowning several rhinos
and wild boars.

“I can say that it's one of the worst
floods in the state and in the park
in the recent times,” Assam'’s Forest

Minister Parimal Suklabaidya told
AFD.

Rangers had to guide back into the
park two of the three tigers that swam
outside the area, he added.

Kaziranga is home to the largest

concentration  of the  world’s
remaining one-horned rhinos.

The homes and communities of
more than 3.5 million people in
Assam have been flooded or damaged
by heavy rains, with 28 people killed
in the last 10 days.

In Bangladesh, authorities said

police searching for survivors.

Meanwhile, the death toll from
floods on Indonesia’s Sulawesi island
has risen to at least 21, authorities
said. The flash floods in North Luwu
regency left hundreds of houses
buried in mud after three rivers burst
their banks due to torrential rains
which started on Monday.

In China, soldiers erected sandbag
flood barriers in a city near the
country’s largest freshwater lake after
the heaviest rainfall in nearly six
decades drenched the swollen Yangtze
River basin.
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Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez places a flower during a state tribute in memory of Spain’s coronavirus

disease (Covid-19) victims at Royal Palace in Madrid, Spain, yesterday.
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See climate change as
‘an existential crisis’

Thunberg urges European leaders to take
emergency action to save the world

REUTERS, London

Swedish activist Greta Thunberg yesterday
urged European leaders to take emergency
action on climate change, saying people
in power had practically “given up” on the
possibility of handing over a decent future to
coming generations.

In an interview with Reuters television, the
17-year-old said governments would only
be able to mount a meaningful
response once they accepted they
needed to transform the whole
economic system.

“We need to see it as, above all,
an existential crisis. And as long as
it'’s not being treated as a crisis, we
can have as many of these climate
change negotiations and talks,
conferences as possible. It won't
change a thing,” Thunberg said, speaking via
video from her home in Stockholm.

“Above all, we are demanding that we
need to treat this crisis as a crisis, because if
we don't do that, then we won't be able to do
anything,” Thunberg said.

Thunberg joined several thousand people,
including climate scientists, economists,
actors and activists in signing an open letter
climateemergencyeu.org urging FEuropean
leaders to start treating climate change like an
“emergency.”

The letter was made public yesterday, a day

36 migrants
rescued

in English
Channel

AFP, Lille

French rescuers plucked
three dozen migrants from
the English Channel on
Wednesday, bringing to
125 the number picked up
since the weekend while
trying to make their way to
Britain, officials said.

The 36 migrants were on
three separate boats that
ran into trouble off the
coast of Calais in northern
France late Tuesday and
called the coast guard for
help, regional maritime
authorities said in a
statement. They were
rescued in three operations
early Wednesday.

Since the end of 2018,
attempts by migrants from
Africa, the Middle East and
South Asia to make the
dangerous crossing via the
cold, choppy waters of the
Channel have increased
markedly, according to
official data.

Last year, 2,758 migrants
were rescued while trying
to make the crossing, four
times more than in 2018,
according to French officials.

before a European Council summit where
countries in the 27-member EU will try to
reach a deal on the bloc’s next budget and a
recovery package to respond to the economic
shock of the coronavirus pandemic.

Demands in the letter included an
immediate halt to all investments in fossil
fuel exploration and extraction, in parallel
with a rapid ending of fossil fuel subsidies.
It also called for binding annual
“carbon budgets” to limit how
much greenhouse gas countries
can emit to maximise the chances
of capping the rise in average
global temperatures at 1.5C, a goal
enshrined in the 2015 Paris climate
accord.

“We understand very well that
the world is complicated and that
what we are asking for may not be easy. The
changes necessary to safeguard humanity
may seem very unrealistic,” the letter said.

“But it is much more unrealistic to believe
that our society would be able to survive the
global heating we're heading for, as well as
other disastrous ecological consequences of
today’s business as usual.”

The letter called for climate policies to be
designed to protect workers and the most
vulnerable and reduce economic, racial
and gender inequalities, as well as moves to
“safeguard and protect” democracy.
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