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FROM PAGE 3

place the budget tomorrow. 
Sources said the 

parliament secretariat 
on advise of a security 
agency started to carry out 
Covid-19 test for most of its 
staffers and officials ahead 
of the budget session. 

Zafar Ahmed Khan said 
those who were tested 
positive, were advised to 
stay in home quarantine. 

the parliament secretariat 
has taken various measures 
ahead of the budget session 
in light of Covid-19. 
Physically ill and elderly 
MPs were advised not to 
attend the budget session. 

Virus spreading
FROM PAGE 3

-- thinks the awareness campaigns by government bodies 
and NGOs were not coming to any use among villagers.

“Using mask is rare deep inside villages. Maintaining 
social distance is a far cry too. I saw children preparing dolls 
with the masks we distributed among their parents to wear,” 
Jahangir, who extensively travels to such villages, said.

Coronavirus spreads in villages in three main ways: 
when infected workers return home, when workers go 
to towns to find jobs, and when rural traders visit town 
markets to buy goods and return home afterwards.

Jahangir said he surveyed at least 500 labourers, who 
travel to Rajshahi city daily for work, from three villages: 
Horipur, Deopara and Damkura. Most of them work at 
construction sites and eat in local hotels. 

This daily travel and eating out puts not only the 
labourers, but also their villages under immense danger of 
contracting the virus en masse, he added.

Focus on 
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It also proposed for special allocation in IT sector, and 
increasing allocation in agriculture and food sectors. 

Expressing concern over job cuts in the readymade 
garments industry, the party said, “Owners of factories 
took Tk 5,000 crore in incentives. You (owners) will take 
incentives and at the same time will terminate workers — 
this is double standard. During the crisis of pandemic, 
termination of workers is inhuman and wrong decision.” 

Fakhrul said as economic activity have shrunk, so 
income tax and vat collection will be lower. To meet 
the budget deficit, the government has to emphasise on 
foreign loans. 

He also criticised the government for poor governance 
and loan default, and said, “Covid-19 is signalling a 
change in the economy, politics and overall people’s lives. 
The economy will be stuck if changes do not take place and 
social stability will be hampered.” 

The process of change entirely depends on the state and 
democratic process of the state, he added.

“The incumbent government is not accountable to the 
people as it was not elected by people’s vote. But even 
after that, in the time of great crisis, we are urging the 
government to forge a national unity burying all sorts of 
divisions to tackle the situation.”

Joint 
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In his letter to the IGP, the commissioner termed the 
joint commissioner “a corrupt officer”, and said there 
were graft allegations against Imam Hossain over various 
purchases. 

“Imam even offered the commissioner a percentage 
from procurement. And, that is why, he should not be 
working in DMP,” the DMP chief said in the letter.

The DMP commissioner further requested the police 
chief for immediate transfer of Imam and take necessary 
steps regarding the issue.

Besides, joint commissioner (transport) Mainul Haque 
has been given the additional charge of joint commissioner 
(logistics) while joint commissioner (POM) Abdul 
Malek was transferred to the post of joint commissioner 
(protection and diplomatic security).

GAS CYLINDER BLAST

7 of a family injured in Savar
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

At least seven members of a family, 
including two children, suffered burn 
injures in a fire caused by a gas cylinder 
blast in Ashulia of Savar early yesterday.

The injured are: Liton (32), Shanta (25), 
Imran (5), Azizul (7), Salma (30), Shohel 
(27) and Ripon (26); they were taken to 
Dhaka Medical College Hospital, said 
Jihad Mia, warehouse inspector of DEPZ 
fire service in Savar. 

He said the explosion occurred on the 

ground floor of a two storey building at 
Purbo Kathgora area around 5pm, when 
one person tried to light a stove with a 
matchstick.

Gas cylinders are used for cooking at 
every apartment. The explosion might have 
occurred due to a gas leak, he added.

Doors, windows and some belongings 
were damaged. A portion of the brick wall 
and roof also collapsed, he said. 

Among the injured, Liton and  Shanta’s 
conditions are critical, said the fire service 
official, quoting a DMCH doctor.

Prof MA Jalil 
passes away
CITY DESK

Educationist 
Prof MA Jalil 
passed away 
yesterday at 
Dhaka Medical 
College 
Hospital, at 
the age of 86. 

He left behind his 
wife, daughters and 
grandchildren.

Born in Magura, Prof 
Jalil had served as director 
of Bangladesh Public 
Administration Training 
Centre and director general 
of National Academy for 
Educational Management.

After retiring from 
his government job, he 
served in various private 
universities, including 
Prime University.

He was also involved 
with various social and 
cultural organisations.

CTG CUSTOMS HOUSE 

New social distancing measures 
in place as Covid-19 cases soar
MOHAMMAD SUMAN

With cases of coronavirus infection 
increasing among staffers, officials at 
Chattogram Customs House have started a 
token system to limit the number of visitors 
on the premises from Sunday. 

Till date, 24 employees of the customs 
house have contracted the novel 
coronavirus, while one officer has died 
from it. There are 7,000 employees working 
at the customs house. Of them, more than 
3,000 work as clearing and forwarding 
(C&F) agents -- who are assigned to deliver 
goods from customs on behalf of  importers 
and exporters -- visit the place every day.

Following the new token system, C&F 
agents will not need to crowd in front of 
officials during assessment of bill of entry 
for releasing their goods. 

As per the system, there will be a token 
above the bill of entry with the bill of entry 
number, date, C&F agent’s name, and phone 

number written on it. The documents will 
be received with the serial number in a 
specific counter and the customs officials 
will deliver the documents after assessing 
them following a serial.  

Customs Commissioner Fakhrul Alam 
told The Daily Star, “This system has been 
introduced to maintain social distancing so 
C&F agents will not have to be on premises 
anymore after submitting documents.”

“Before the token system, we took several 
measures but failed to maintain social 
distancing. It is quite impossible due to the 
huge number of service recipients coming 
here every day,” he said.

Altaf Hossain, general secretary of C&F 
Agents’ Association, said the new system 
has reduced the risk of being infected with 
coronavirus, although it takes more time for 
assessment. Along with customs officials, 
many C&F workers have also been infected 
due to negligence in social distancing, he 
said.

45 Indian sailors to 
fly home today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

US-Bangla Airlines will repatriate 45 Indian sailors 
stranded in Bangladesh due to suspension of passenger 
flights by a special charter flight today.

“Carrying the Indian sailors, the special flight of US-
Bangla Airlines will leave Hazrat Shahjalal International 
Airport at 9am and is scheduled to land in Delhi at 
12:30pm,” the airlines said in a press release.

The sailors, currently in Chattogram city, will come to 
Dhaka, the release undersigned by Kamrul Islam, general 
manager, public relations, US-Bangla Airlines, also said.

Surrounded by loved ones
Rana Shikder, who flew in from Singapore to be 

with family in his final days, passes away at home
MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM MOLLA

Rana Shikder, who flew from Singapore 
to Bangladesh with the help of doctors 
of Singapore, died yesterday at his home. 
Thirty-two-year old Rana was waiting for 
death as he was suffering from stomach 
cancer.

He breathed his last at 3:30pm. His son 
and mother were beside him as per his 
wish, said Anis Shikder, uncle of Rana.

He left behind his wife and a son and a 
host of relatives to mourn his death.

Anis said Rana was buried at a graveyard 
in Syedpur area of Narayanganj after 
Maghrib prayer.

The Daily Star ran a report on him after 
his return from Singapore.

Rana went to Singapore last year and in 
early May this year he was diagnosed with 
stomach cancer. 

After being diagnosed, Rana wanted to 
go home to Karaitala, Narayanganj and 
spend his remaining days with loved ones.

Cynthia Goh, a senior consultant of 

the Singapore National Cancer Centre, 
came forward to help Rana and arranged 
a charter flight for him and also collected 
money through crowdsourcing.

Hearing the news of Rama’s death, 
Cynthia told The Daily Star, “I am grateful 
to God that I got a chance to play a small 
role in his life.”

“The pleasure is that Rana got the 
chance to fulfil his last wish to spend his 
last moments with family members. And 
the family members also got time to spend 
some time with him.”

“The next journey of Rana will surely be 
smooth,” she wished.

Dismantled components of a mobile cellular tower are piled up on the side of the road in the capital’s 

Mansurabad. The High Court in a full verdict on October 2019 ordered cell towers to be removed from 

residential and other sensitive areas because of potential health risks, but the volume of electronic waste 

generated seems to have been left undisposed, at least in this case. The photo was taken earlier this week. 
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