10 | The Baily Star

Historic Sracex FLIGHT

Two astronauts of Nasa dock with ISS

AFP, Kennedy Space Center

A SpaceX Crew Dragon capsule
carrying two NASA astronauts docked
with the International Space Station.

“Soft capture,” the moment when
the spacecraft makes first contact
and latching with the target vehicle,
occurred at 14:22 GMT.

Two veteran Nasa astronauts
were headed for the International
Space Station (ISS) on Saturday after
Elon Musk’s SpaceX became the first
commercial company to launch a
rocket carrying humans into orbit,
ushering in a new era in space travel.

SpaceX’s two-stage Falcon 9 rocket
with astronauts Robert Behnken and
Douglas Hurley aboard blasted off
flawlessly in a cloud of bright orange
flames and smoke from Florida's
Kennedy Space Center for a 19-hour
voyage to the space station.

“Let’s light this candle,” Hurley,
the mission commander, told SpaceX

mission control in Hawthorne,
California, before liftoff at 3:22 pm
(1922 GMT) from Nasa's storied
Launch Pad 39A.

The SpaceX launch is the first of
American astronauts from US soil
since the space shuttle program ended
in 2011 and the first crewed flight ever
by a private company.

“I'm really quite overcome with
emotion,” Musk said. “It's been 18
years working towards this goal.

“This is hopefully the first step on a
journey towards civilization on Mars,”
the SpaceX founder said.

Russia’s space agency congratulated
the SpaceX company over its successful
launch of the manned rocket.

Nasa administrator Jim Bridenstine
said it was a “great day” for Nasa and
SpaceX and an “important milestone
for the nation.”

“We're not celebrating yet,”
Bridenstine cautioned. “We will
celebrate when they're home safely.”

In a brief interview from space,
Hurley said that in keeping with the
tradition of having astronauts name
their spacecraft, he and Behnken
had named the Crew Dragon capsule
“Endeavour” after the retired space
shuttle on which they both flew.

Behnken said the SpaceX
capsule is a “lot different than its
namesake” in that “it has touch
display screens.”

The mission, dubbed “Demo-2,”
ends a government monopoly on
space flight and is the final test flight
before Nasa certifies SpaceX's capsule
for regular crewed missions.

Behnken, 49, and Hurley, 53,
former military test pilots who joined
Nasa in 2000, were scheduled to dock
with the space station at 10:29 am
yesterday.

They will join US astronaut Chris
Cassidy and Russian cosmonauts
Anatoly Ivanishin and Ivan Vagner
aboard the ISS.

Govt mulls incentive

FROM PAGE 12

According to Bangladesh Teachers
Association President Nazrul Islam
Rony, more than two lakh non-MPO
teachers of secondary school and
colleges are facing hardship as their
educational institutions are closed
due to coronavirus outbreak.

“In the absence of salaries, the
teachers are living an inhuman life,”
Rony said, adding if the educational
institutions remain closed for long,
the situation of teachers will be
catastrophic.

Authorities of non-government
educational institutions argue that
they could not pay the salaries of their
employees as the tuition fees from
students, their only source of earnings,
could not be collected.

According to Rony, only a few
renowned schools in the capital
could pay the salaries of their
employees from the school savings,
without being dependent on tuition
fees.

Non-MPO teachers said they are
usually ill-paid and provide private
tuition to enhance their earnings.
Now with schools closed and children
mostly staying home, they lost both
the means of earning.

Although the pandemic-induced
general holiday ends today, all

educational institutions will remain
closed until June 15.

However, on April 27, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina said all
educational institutions may stay
closed wuntil September if the
coronavirus  situation does not
improve.

THE LIST

The government on May 23 started
listing non-MPO teachers. They are
collecting mobile phone numbers
and NID numbers of all non-MPO
teachers and staff through field-level
education officials, supervised by the
local administration officers.

Education ministry officials
said they sent a letter to all deputy
commissioners in this regard on May
23.

Many teachers believe that
the government is collecting
information to provide financial
assistance during the ongoing
coronavirus crisis.

However, Mominur Rashid Amin,
additional secretary of secondary and
higher education division, said this
list has nothing to do with incentives.

The existing list is being updated,
he added.

“The decision about incentives will
come from the government high-ups,”
said Mominur, who is overseeing the

listing process.

Swadhinota Shikkhak Parishad
leaders in a statement on Wednesday
and Bangladesh Non-Government
Honour's-Master’s College Teachers'
Forum, in a separate statement on
Thursday, alleged that field-level
officials were not listing all non-MPO
teachers and staff.

Shikkhak Parishad General
Secretary Shahjahan Alam Shaju
alleged that teachers and staff,

working at schools under MPO but
not covered by the MPO scheme yet,
were not getting listed.

Meanwhile,  Nekbor  Hossain,
convenor of teachers’ forum, said
officials were not listing non-MPO
teachers working at honours and
masters colleges.

Mominur said that they will sort
out the issues.

“Non-MPO teachers and staff
working at educational institutions
that have the Educational Institute
Identification Number issued by the
government will be listed.”

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina so
far announced a total of 18 stimulus
packages worth around Tk 1,01,117
crore, which is around 3.5 percent of
the country’s GDP, to offset the shock
of COVID-19 pandemic on various
sectors of the country.

Magnanimity is not our weakness
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in opinion between him and Manik
Miah but they always resolved those
through discussions and Manik Miah
showed unstinted support to the
programmes of the Awami League
through his newspaper.

Bangabandhu says Manik Miah was
killed by the same elements who had
killed Suhrawardy. “They also invited
me to Rawalpindi with the same
motive and if I went there I would
have to face the same fate,” shares the
prime minister.

BANGABANDHU'S STERN
WARNING TO EXPLOITERS

Bangabandhu today warns hoarders,
smugglers and conspirators of stern
action if they don’t desist from their
evil-mongering immediately.

“We are showing magnanimity
by giving them a chance to abandon
illegal activities but they must
keep it in mind that this is not a
sign of our weakness,” says the
prime minister. He further says
that Bangalees have fought against
the hoarders of Yahya Khan and
they know how to punish the evil
elements. Bangladesh has achieved
its independence through the blood
and tears of millions of countrymen

and the government will not allow
any criminal elements to foil their
sacrifice.

UN CHIEF'S EMERGENCY CALL
FOR FOOD AID FOR BANGLADESH
UN Secretary General Kurt Waldheim
today calls upon the developed
countries to provide additional 10
lakh tonnes of food aid to Bangladesh
on an emergency basis. Recently,
Bangladesh government made a
request to the UN chief about this
food aid requirement.

SOURCES: June 2, 1972 issue of
Purbodesh.
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Mustafa Kamal
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positive. However, she has been in
self isolation and is doing better now,
Pavel mentioned.

Syed was serving as the chief of
programme at NTV until his death.

Known for his musical
productions like Kichu Kotha Kichu
Gaan hosted by Abdul Hadi and
Gaan Guli Mor hosted by Ferdousi
Rahman, on NTV, the seasoned
producer started his journey with
Pakistan TV's Dhaka wing in 1967.
He went on to work with Bangladesh
Television (BTV) and retired as a
deputy director general from the
channel in 2004.

He is also well known for his tele-
fictions, Kul Nai Kinar Nai (1983)
and Niloy Na Jani (1983), among
many others.

Syed was the recipient of National
Award for Best Music Producer of
Television in 1975. He also received
Tenasinas Drama Award in 1994.

His namaz-e janaza was held after
Maghrib prayers in presence of close
friends, family members, and media
personalities. Following the prayers,
he was laid to rest at the Banani
Graveyard.

Mustafa Kamal Syed was born
on May 21, 1946. His father is Syed
Zillur Rahman and mother Amatul
Umda.

He left behind his wife, renowned
singer Zeenat Rehana; his daughter
Rehnuma Kamal Ahmed, a news
presenter at BTV; his son Rehan Syed
who currently lives in the USA; his
son-in-law, daughter-in-law, and his
grandchildren.

Brazil
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has cost nearly 30,000 lives.
President Jair Bolsonaro, who fears
the economic fallout from stay-at-
home orders will be worse than the
virus, has berated governors and
mayors for imposing what he calls
“the tyranny of total quarantine.”
Even as his country surpassed
France to have the world’s fourth-
highest death toll, Bolsonaro called
for Brazil's football season to resume.
Fellow right-wing populist US
President Donald Trump meanwhile
came under fire for permanently
cutting funding to the World Health
Organization.

Race protests
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called in National Guard soldiers to
help control the civil unrest not seen
in the United States for years.

From Seattle to New York, tens
of thousands of protesters took
to the streets demanding tougher
murder charges and more arrests
over the death of Floyd, who stopped
breathing after Minneapolis police
officer Derek Chauvin knelt on his
neck for nearly nine minutes.

In Los Angeles, officers fired rubber
bullets and swung batons during a
testy standoff with demonstrators
who set fire to a police car.

Police and protesters clashed
in numerous cities including
Chicago and New York, with officers
responding to projectiles with pepper
spray while shop windows were
smashed in Philadelphia.

Rab arrests pardoned
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In a press conference, Debashish
Karmakar, company commander of
RAB-8 in Faripdur, said Aslam was
arrested around 6:00am in connection
with the murder of Shahid Matubbar,
36, son of Joynal Matubbar of
Luxmipur village at Manikdaha union
in Bhanga upazila.

On April 22, Shajahan Matabbur
filed a murder case against 54 people
mentioning Aslam Fakir as the prime
accused. Rab had been conducting
several drives to arrest him since then
but failed as Aslam kept on moving
from one place to another, he said.

He has moved at least five times
since April 22. He rented a house
in Chowgachha in mid-May and
introduced himself as an expatriate.
Aslam was planning to flee to India
but we were fortunate enough to
arrest him before he could execute his
plan, the Rab official added.

The name of Aslam surfaced again
after supporters of Shajahan Matabbar
and the supporter of Aslam Fakir
locked into a clash at Luxmipur village
on April 21 morning over establishing

supremacy. Shahid Matubbar was
killed in the clash.

Earlier, Aslam was sentenced to
death for killing Manikdaha union
parishad chairman AKM Saheb Ali
Mia on September 25, 2003. While on
death row, Aslam pleaded guilty to the
murder and appealed to the president
for mercy on May 19, 2013.

On October 13, 2014, the plea was
rejected and November 13, 2014, was
fixed for executing his death sentence.

On November 12, Aslam started
behaving in a strange manner and
it appeared that he was not sane.
This resulted in the suspension of
the execution. On the same day, the
second petition was filed with the
president on behalf of Aslam.

Aslam’s sentence was commuted
on February 28, 2015, and he was
sentenced to 14 years in prison. After 13
years and two days of imprisonment,
Aslam was released from jail.

Abdullah, sub-inspector at Bhanga
Police Station and the investigation
officer of Shahid murder case, said
Aslam would be produced before
court on today.

Please help me
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leader was killed in the altercation
the family members turned up.

“There were around 250 of them.
They dragged us out from our room
[smuggling warehouse| before they
started shooting. There were at least
11 of them who were shooting with
different types of weapons,” said
Tariqul, still traumatised.

He said the bullet wound is
painful, but the tortured back is even
more so.

“I can't sleep on my back. They
hung me by the hands with a rope
and assaulted me with a plastic
object, demanding money, every
day. There were around fifty of us
and all of them were tortured for
money intermittently every day,” said
Tariqul.

“They were demanding 12,000
dollars from each of us. They said
‘Either you pay or die’ I have come
from a poor family and it was
impossible for my family to meet
their demand,” he said.

“I want to go home. Please, help
me sir,” the young man from Magura
was saying repeatedly.

Tariqul’s parents Phul Mia Molla
and Ayesha Begum, who live in
Narayanpur, under Binodpur upazila,
desperately want the safe return of
their only son.

“I want my son back,” Tariqul’s
mother Ayesha Begum said when
contacted.

Responding to the query, Ayesha
said they sold two cattle for Tk 1.2
lakh and took Tk 1.50 lakh as loan
from banks and borrowed the rest
from neighbours to send their son
abroad.

Tariqul completed his primary
education and later worked in
farmlands to help his father, Ayesha
said.

“We are very poor. We have now
lost everything,” Ayesha said, adding
that they need government support
to bring their beloved son home.

Most view Libya not merely
as a destination that offers better
employment  opportunities, but
also as a transit point to even better
destinations, namely Italy or other
European countries.

According to the UNHCR, more
than two million illegal migrants
from different Asian and African
countries have entered Europe
through the Mediterranean Sea since
2014.

Their undocumented status makes
them prime targets for traffickers.

According to Tariqul, his family
had paid Tk 3.5 lakh when he left
Bangladesh and another lakh later.
But the traffickers and brokers
demanded much more when Tariqul
was sold off to the former.

He had left Bangladesh with a
broker in November 2019.

First, he was taken to Nepal, from
where he flew to Dubai. They stayed
in Dubai for three days and then
went on to Egypt.

From there, they flew to Benghazi
in Libya.

They stayed in Benghazi for six
months and when he, along with
around 50 other people started for
Tripoli, they were handed over to a
gang, which took them to a trafficking
warehouse in the desert town of
Mizdah, which is 180 km from the
Libyan capital of Tripoli.

The slayings underscore the perils
that migrants face in Libya, where
violence and lawlessness have created
a haven for smugglers to operate
along the North African country’s
coastline.

The 26 Bangladeshi migrants
killed in the massacre were buried in
Mizdah, with the Libyan authorities
fearing that local gangsters could
snatch the bodies of the victims
during transit to Tripoli.

The 11 Bangladeshis who were
injured in the attack were admitted
to a hospital in Tripoli where they are
undergoing treatment.
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