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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

KEY UPDATES
GLOBAL CASES TOP 6M 

The novel coronavirus has killed at least 369,086 
people since the outbreak first emerged in China 
last December, according to a tally from official 

sources compiled by AFP at 1100 GMT yesterday. 
At least 6,075,070 cases have been registered in 
196 countries and territories. The United States 

remains the worst-hit country with 103,781 
deaths from 1,770,384 cases.  After the US, the 

hardest-hit countries are Britain with 38,376 
deaths from 272,826 cases, Italy with 33,340 

deaths from 232,664 cases, Brazil with 28,834 
deaths and 498,444 cases and France with 

28,771 deaths and 188,625 cases.

VACCINE BY YEAR-END!
A Chinese-made coronavirus vaccine could 

be ready for market as early as the end of this 
year, China’s State-owned Assets Supervision 
and Administration Commission (SASAC) said 

in a social media post. In trials, more than 
2,000 people have received vaccines developed 
by the Wuhan Institute of Biological Products 

and the Beijing Institute of Biological Products. 
A vaccine could be ready for the market as early 
as the end of this year or early 2021, according 

to the May 29 post on Chinese social media 
platform WeChat.

AL-AQSA MOSQUE REOPENS
Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa mosque compound, Islam’s 

third holiest site, reopened yesterday after 
being closed for over two months because of 
the coronavirus pandemic.  Muslims believe 
the Prophet Mohammed (pbuh) ascended to 

heaven there, and it is Islam’s third holiest site, 
after Makkah and Medina.

RUSSIA INFECTIONS PASS 400,000
Russia yesterday reported 9,268 new cases of 

the novel coronavirus, raising the national tally 
to 405,843. Officials said 138 people had died 
of COVID-19, the respiratory disease caused by 

the coronavirus, in the last 24 hours, pushing to 
nationwide toll up to 4,693.

SAUDI ARABIA REOPENS MOSQUES 
Saudi Arabia’s mosques yesterday opened 

their doors to worshippers for the first time in 
more than two months. Worshippers headed 

to mosques for dawn prayers amid strict 
regulations requiring use of face masks and 

personal prayer mats, avoiding handshakes and 
standing at least 2 metres apart. The elderly, 

children under 15 and people with chronic 
diseases are not permitted. 

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS

Taj Mahal 
damaged in

thunderstorm
AFP, Agra

A deadly thunderstorm 
that rolled across parts of 
northern India damaged 
sections of the Taj Mahal 
complex, including the 
main gate and a railing 
running below its five 
lofty domes, officials said 
yesterday.

“One sandstone railing 
which was a part of the 
original structure has been 
damaged,” Vasant Kumar 
Swarnkar, an Archaeologist 
of the Archaeological 
Survey of India, told AFP.

He added there was no 
more damages to the main 
structure of the monument 
of love -- built by Mughal 
emperor Shah Jahan as a 
tomb for his beloved wife 
Mumtaz Mahal, who died 
giving birth in 1631.

Local media reports 
said thunderstorms and 
lightning on Friday killed 
at least 13 people in two 
Uttar Pradesh districts.

‘Solve your own problem’ 
AFP, Beijing

Chinese state media took aim at the US government over the weekend 
as many American cities were gripped by raging protests and clashes, 
comparing the unrest with the pro-democracy movement in Hong Kong.

As unrest erupted across the United States over racial inequality and 
police brutality after the death during arrest of an unarmed black man, 
Chinese government spokespeople and official media launched broadsides 
against American authorities.

“US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi once called the violent protests in 
Hong Kong ‘a beautiful sight to behold.’... US politicians now can enjoy 
this sight from their own windows,” Hu Xijin, editor-in-chief of nationalist 
tabloid Global Times, wrote Saturday.

Following President Donald Trump’s announcement that he would strip 
Hong Kong of its special privileges, a commentary published yesterday in 
China Daily -- a mouthpiece of the ruling Communist Party -- said US 
politicians dreamed of “victimising” China.

“Better give up that dream and come back to reality,” it said.
“Violence is spreading across the US... US politicians should do their 

jobs and help solve problems in the US, instead of trying to create new 
problems and troubles in other countries.”

G7 an ‘outdated group’
Trump postpones meet, says it can be ‘G-10 or G-11’
AFP, Washington

US President Donald Trump has said he will 
delay the G7 summit scheduled to take place 
in June and invite other countries -- including 
Russia -- to join the meeting.

“I don’t feel that as a G7 it properly 
represents what’s going on in the world. It’s 
a very outdated group of countries,” Trump 
told reporters on Air Force One on Saturday.

He said he would like to invite Russia, 
South Korea, Australia and India to join an 
expanded summit in the fall.

It could happen in September, either 
before or after the UN General Assembly, 
Trump said, adding that “maybe I’ll do it after 
the election.”

Describing the event as a “G-10 or G-11,” 
Trump said he had “roughly” broached the 
topic with leaders of the four other countries.

Leaders from the Group of Seven, which 
the United States heads this year, had been 
scheduled to meet by videoconference in late 
June after COVID-19 scuttled plans to gather 
in-person at Camp David, the US presidential 
retreat outside Washington.

Trump created suspense just over a week 
ago, however, when he announced that he 
might hold the huge gathering in-person 

after all, “primarily at the White House” but 
also potentially parts of it at Camp David.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
became the first leader to decline the in-
person invitation outright. Her response 
followed ambivalent to vaguely positive 
reactions to the invitation from Britain, 
Canada and France.

The G7 major advanced countries -- 
Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan and the United States -- hold annual 
meetings to discuss international economic 
coordination. Russia was thrown out of what 
was the G8 in 2014 after it seized Ukraine’s 
Black Sea peninsula of Crimea.

The work of the G7 is now more important 
than ever as countries struggle to repair 
coronavirus-inflicted damage.

ROW WITH INDIA

Nepal House 
set to okay 
new map
NDTV ONLINE

The move to update Nepal’s 
new map -- which includes 
a stretch of land high in the 
mountains that India claims 
as its own -- has gathered 
momentum, with the 
ruling Left alliance moving 
a constitution amendment 
bill yesterday. The 
opposition Nepali Congress 
has said it would vote in 
favour of the amendment, 
amid friction with India 
over the issue.

In Nepal, it usually 
takes a month to pass a 
constitution amendment 
bill. But this time, in view 
of the people’s sentiments, 
the Nepali parliament may 
bypass several procedures 
to get the bill passed in the 
next ten days, sources said. 
The opposition assurance 
means the bill - which 
requires two-third majority 
-will get passed.

Earlier this month, the 
ruling party had cleared the 
map, drawing fierce reaction 
from India, which described 
the move as “unilateral” and 
not based on historical facts.

Nepal has claimed the 
territory, which touches the 
border with China, under 
a treaty made with the East 
India Company during the 
British period.

The new map - made 
public earlier this month 
- shows a sliver of land on 
the east of river Kali, jutting 
out from the northwestern 
tip of Nepal.  The area 
includes the Lipulekh Pass 
in Uttarakhand and also 
Limpiyadhura and Kalapani, 
which are highly strategic 
areas which India has been 
guarding since the 1962 war 
with China.

The controversy over 
the map surfaced as 
India opened a new 
road connecting the 
Lipulekh pass with Kailash 
Mansarovar route in 
China, on May 8, igniting 
nationwide protest in Nepal.

(From left, clockwise) Protesters rally against the death in Minneapolis police custody of George Floyd, in New Orleans, Louisiana; police arrest demonstrators 

marching along the Strip in Las Vegas, Nevada; demonstrators smash a police vehicle in Los Angeles, California. Photos were taken on Saturday. Curfew were 

imposed on at least 25 cities across 16 states in US as protests against race discrimination and police brutality continue. PHOTO: AFP, REUTERS 

‘We cannot drop our guard’
Modi urges citizens as lockdown eases amid record cases
REUTERS, New Delhi 

India’s Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi warned the country yesterday to 
remain vigilant against the spread of 
coronavirus as the country prepares a 
phased re-opening of activities even as 
daily cases rise to record highs.

India, with the world’s longest 
lockdown, is set to largely lift 
containment measures in June, except 
in high-risk zones.

“The fight against the coronavirus 
is intense, we cannot drop our guard,” 
Modi said in his national radio address, 
a day after his government extended 
the lockdown until June 30 in high-
risk zones but permitted restaurants, 
malls and religious buildings to reopen 
elsewhere from June 8.

“Wearing a mask, gloves and following 
social distancing rules is essential as 
everyone will soon start stepping out of 
their homes,” Modi said.

The novel coronavirus has infected 
more than 182,000 people and 
claimed the lives of 5,164 in India.

The number of cases reached a daily 
record high in the last 48 hours, two 
months after the federal government 
enforced a rigid lockdown to stop the 

pandemic from spreading in a country 
with more than 1.3 billion people.

“We really need to be more vigilant 
now,” he said.

Critics blame government for poor 
planning ahead of its abrupt declaration 
of a lockdown in March, leaving 
millions of the country’s poor stranded.

“We are all sorry for the loss that 
has occurred,” Modi said as he hailed 
the country’s “united” efforts towards 
fighting the virus.

State governments were expected 
to identify containment zones and 
find staggered ways to reopen public 
transport and businesses.

Migrant labourers and their family members stage protest demanding food 

in a slum area on the outskirts of Amritsar, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP 

India’s ‘pride’ will be 
defended: Rajnath Singh

AFP, New Delhi

India will not let its “pride be hurt” in its latest 
border flareup with China but is determined 
to settle the dispute through talks between the 
giant neighbours, Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh has said.

Singh also said in a television interview 
late Saturday that India has turned down 
a mediation offer by US President Donald 
Trump.

Hundreds of Indian and Chinese 
troops are involved in the latest 
face-off concentrated in India’s 
Ladakh region just opposite Tibet.

The two countries have 
several disputes along their 
3,500-kilometre (2,175-mile) 
border. They fought a frontier war 
in 1962 and there have been regular 
spats, though no shot has been fired since the 
1970s.

The latest tensions blew up on May 9 
when dozens of Chinese and Indian soldiers 
were injured in fistfights and stone-throwing 
in Sikkim state. Many Indian soldiers are still 
in hospital.

The main showdown is now in Ladakh 
centred around the Galwan valley which 
controls access to several strategic points on 

their Himalayan border.
The two sides have blamed each other but 

analysts say India’s building of new roads in 
the region may have been the fuse for the 
dispute.

Both sides have blamed each other and 
sent reinforcements and heavy equipment to 
the zone.

“I want to assure the country that we 
will not let India’s pride be hurt in any 

circumstances,” the defence 
minister told the Aaj Tak television 
channel.

He referred to a similar 2017 
showdown on the Doklam Plateau 
which he said was “very tense” but 
“we did not step back”.

“India has been following a 
clear policy of maintaining good 

relationship with neighbouring countries. It 
is not a new approach,” he added.

“At times, situations arise with China. 
It has happened before,” Singh said while 
insisting that India was striving to make sure 
“tension does not escalate”.

“Negotiations are ongoing between the 
two countries at the military and diplomatic 
levels,” he said.

BORDER FLARE-UP WITH CHINA


