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SOCIAL DISTANCING OUT IN NATURE

The coronavirus pandemic has caused all major sporting events to be halted for a while now and athletes, like their fans, were
confined indoors. However, in order to get relief from cabin fever, star Australian cricketer Steven Smith and Czech tennis player
Petra Kvitova recently embraced the outdoors. Smith took in the sights after running a half-marathon, while two-time Grand Slam
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM

winner Kvitova was just grateful to have spent her Sunday close to nature.

SPORTS REPORTER

important, not just for the
cricketers but everyone
involved. From the boys
to physios, trainers and
coachesand officials, it's for
everyone,” Mahmudullah
told Tamim.

The Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) had
postponed the second

round of the DPL on
March 16 in order to
stop the spread of the
coronavirus  before all
cricket in the country was
postponed  indefinitely.

circuit.

Although the coronavirus pandemic has brought
daily life to a virtual standstill, the Bangladesh
cricket team’s stars are keen to see the return of the
Dhaka Premier League (DPL) and identified it as
the foremost priority when cricket returns to the
country. Mahmudullah Riyad and Tamim Igbal
delved into what the DPL means to them during
an Instagram chat on Sunday night.

“I think the DPL taking place is very, very

“We have been playing for the last 10-12 years
and if the DPL is not held, we have been blessed
and can weather this out. However, so many boys
will be in huge trouble if the DPL isn’t held...
[that] is what needs to be realised,” Tamim said.

“All T hope is that no matter when cricket
begins, it begins with the DPL.”
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That left Tamim worrying about the players
who earn their bread and butter in the domestic

‘I hope cricket begins
with DPL

Mahmudullah spoke about what separates
the DPL from other competitions.

“The thing is that the Premier League has an
essence of its own. There is a different fighting
spirit and eagerness. It has a different flavour
and I don’t think anything else matches it in
that regard.”

Tamim added that national team players felt
a different kind of motivation when facing each
other in the DPL.

“The way we compete with each other, that is

not seen in any other league.
The BPL is a different story
but the DPL’s intensity is very

high.”
Mahmudullah echoed
those sentiments, saying:

“Everyone is so hungry for
runs and wickets and so the
approach is totally different.
It's a totally smash and grab
approach.”

BCB CEO Nizamuddin
Chowdhury told The Daily
Star yesterday: “We will follow
government directives since
health and safety is most

important. We are also in talks with other ICC

member countries regarding the measures they

will employ.

“Once we return to cricket, the DPL will be
our highest priority. We want to do this since the
DPL is the bread and butter for many cricketers.
Our highest priority is to finish the Premier
League. Regarding Premier League, we talk

regularly with clubs and other stakeholders.”

How 1905’s ‘Originals’
forged All Blacks legend

AFP, Wellington

An unheralded group of New Zealand
rugby players set sail for Europe
115 years ago on a tour that would
revolutionise the way the game was
played and forge the All Blacks
formidable legacy.

Known in their homeland simply as
“The Originals”, the team was the first
to use the All Blacks name and set the
standards for those who followed in
the famous black jersey.

In a gruelling tour that kept them
away from home for eight months, the
team won 34 of their 35 matches in
Britain, Ireland, France and the USA.

Along the way, they amassed 243
tries, scoring 976 points and conceding
just 59, attracting huge crowds with the
novelty of their pre-match haka and
free-flowing play.

The team’s success was a source
of immense pride for Kiwis and has
been credited with helping develop
a distinct national identity, at a time
when New Zealand was still a far-flung
British colony.

“The 1905 tour stands as one of
the nation’s defining moments, as the
country isolated in the South Pacific
asserted itself on the world stage,
proving they were about more than
simply frozen lamb,” British sports
historian Tom Weir wrote.

There was little hype when the
steamship Rimutaka departed
Wellington in July 1905 carrying a
cargo of frozen mutton and about 100
passengers, including 27 rugby players.

The New Zealanders were tipped
to struggle against their more fancied
opponents but vice-captain Billy Stead
detailed in his diary how they spent the
six-week voyage undergoing rigorous
training and discussing tactics.

The preparation paid dividends
immediately when they thrashed
Devon 55-4 in their opening fixture,
generating ever-increasing interest as

the lopsided scorelines continued.

“With their new formations and
a refreshingly open, running style in
which forwards handled as skilfully as
backs, they captured the imaginations
of those who saw them play,” the late
historian Adrienne Simpson wrote.

Legend has it that the moniker All
Blacks was coined when an admiring
journalist wrote the ball-handling
team played like they were “all backs”
and a typographical error saw an extra
“L" added into his copy.

But the New Zealand Rugby Museum

Rugby World Cup tournaments.

The Test against Wales played
in front of 47,000 in Cardiff is still
considered one of the great matches.

The 3-0 defeat was the All Blacks'
only loss on tour, although New
Zealanders still argue Bob Deans scored
a legitimate try that was incorrectly
disallowed.

The match is so revered by rugby
aficionados that the jersey worn by All
Blacks captain Dave Gallaher sold for
a then-world record 180,000 pounds
in 2015.

An unheralded group of New Zealand rugby players set sail led by Dave
Gallaher on a legacy-defining world tour in 1905, which saw them win 34 of
35 games across Europe and the United States. The jersey that the captain
wore during the only loss against Wales 115 years ago sold at auction for
180,000 pounds while the whistle from a game against England has been used

in the opening match of every Rugby World Cup.

rejects the explanation pointing to a
contemporary newspaper report that
said All Blacks was a reference to “their
sable and unrelieved costume”.

After the tourists accounted for
Scotland and Ireland, a crowd of up to
70,000 watched them defeat England
15-0 at Crystal Palace.

The referee’s whistle from that
match, known as the Gil Evans whistle
after the Welsh official, has since been
used in the opening game of all nine

After a Test win over France, the
tour wrapped up with two matches in
USA before the team was given a hero's
welcome in Auckland in March 1906.

The All Blacks remain pacesetters in
the modern era, winning three World
Cups and enjoying a Test win rate
approaching 80 percent.

Simpson said the appeal of the 1905
“Originals” was that they were “a group
of ordinary blokes -- miners, farriers,
farmers, bootmakers and bank clerks”.

Although Juventus recalled their players for training,
Cristiano Ronaldo was delayed by restrictions on his private
jet taking flight, giving him time to get one last drink.
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‘Crowds a
hurdle for

T20 WC’

AGENCIES

Hope continues to build
regarding the possibility
of staging this year’s T20
World Cup in Australia,
with  administrators  to
decide whether a crowd-less
tournament is worthwhile.

“Id love to see an
Australia-India Test series
this summer and I'd really
like to be able to see the
World Cup go ahead. The
issue is not so much the
teams, it's going to be the
crowds,” federal sports
minister Richard Colbeck
told SEN on Monday.

PHOTO: COLLECTED

StelEETE ] A T

BT AT 9 o § *f Wy T

off3at, GBET |
“waem fEmf”

RS T §- Haee e O O W30 (FEEIoda) Mkl

i B gy sRiEd 6 o F wraEiile BEREnE W s, elam ToE aodk-rodo G wifle ww o @ am ARl s
Tl i R PR dnob ool 9 doch TReRE i Pl aor e v e aey S e s
A e T S e e e gl P Srieiom s Aemerrs e e v

EiEErea ol 30ac®

AT 4T T T 0 AR TRt i

3 | et i | T = = e T
3 | ol o e Bem 3 | T heE R e e e ey e =
R | 2 | Beimems wrwr & 1.4, wwd, i, BT
i | AEEH 0 AECEG AwlE 1 | T wEennE AT SEATEY AeeE SleE Fops wale wrlEe wee a0
G | WO SRR ) ST e LRSI (D Tl
T e
y | et @oeE Tn | wrairae sifsgn iy Tere weEg B9a aet S (99 (408 cRgErn)) ereTHre
A T (T AT N T AT [ TN T TR we e
b | WAEE ey W 3 | e w4 Ao, weiediE weE, ofUE SE ) (A 50 BE 1oas S we
T TSN TR WOEM A TR | 1 | SO GO LI ST T WATE b6/ 3odo $ ORI PR o g
fr= Ay afefem gm & T el
yo | TR TR wE R & | Feirere wET o oW, i i, T, s
1y | TRTSE WITOERCE e e s i | = o v
vt wfee dared s & e
% | TR GRS i | EeTTE WOy 8 L, TR W, T, TR i T TN T A (9
EoifET A\
A | T O T VRET T TEIFRE ESRRT | | PSR GroEieEE AT AT ST AR A MR T e ST TR S
1% T R WA

iR = i

v 1 i § mrmER et weErE TRIEEN qgo S STATES (WE Booy BRET T S b-39s-nodo— bkl TR GRITAYG rmmizﬁ?r
(AP A, AT BRHTE SN ] HAA S R 1:*?1'-!'*-1 WA 38 FOHD Bfien = =R Ty o
a:!l-i ;I.imii'l BT ol e L1 TS SfaTerE T W T o W i e o i o T e ey

'-E-_'-'.'-'-_-'-_:"I TN A A

wy | T AT o T (A e ST ATTETER (0 TR SRR TR R R AT AITSTET WAE A A7 | W R T
=5 (AT BTpfE weds T et R el e e aEe el el T W i o el e e 5 e

T T © T WA AR

39 | (TS R WO &7 49 WA S Aaaaneat afeesatE e weans e
st | TS s Wi acan, saok, Sook RS Feeis [afifee aae e BiEREw =i AL foy
rf-:.hlilj ST l:-r_ﬂ'ﬂﬂ‘l-' e Lljdfﬂﬂ'lfﬂ'ﬂla TEETETY R wirs oEw | E Wi ol e ween  wisE W

T T AT A e wE

sk | TTEY WIHEAE TR S SR T T BT T gt Serw e ofanay T vl o s o Pl =t e S s

o R |

A0 | TSP FAITE FRARAT TG IR W WO S A T OO W SR (AT JIT FRRRAT A e e v o

IF | AT A R A T I TENT | AN W AT WA TUN | R EE | IR T
w | A G il i TR T e T | e FOWR
ar [ATETEETI e wfféd 5 Haw W T e i | 9 E
(TFETITT 4 THY 5 TAT

3 drpim | et o) Q- Tt qoocal- B | aqiefacee TR A fanan

A 33,00 A h.00

sl m
% ST T T T T qipoy- B | 8. coo)- B |
= ol el Gon)- B IEA |

[sry-v2 Tiewy & Bfee cotera o)

8 | W= = & Goer - | 3, c00/- T |
& [ ] i~ BIE ait e G
i ¥, A=, T it~ BIE | ik, e~ OTE] I

e i bymy wied il aererdia ilieed Tl o e b

Ay | TS #an & g A (AHH Haaced arfid GETS TmATE HE A9 [HH1H s w8

ax | e A wfe v v v e Freefre st i reiE e o Aty o i o e

4 | TR T WAT S e A v e e et ore s oo (e 3 S T A e
TR S0 B TATE & ey A ) 4 Tl il e e gramm wemarimy wam saR ST aam Ears ol
AR | ST SRR ) T o0 (e we e A dirE oF (el e = B waen Sl mfam e s i
WA ATE wie winor i | i v e vl Spre oo wive mE ool s g et

G0-701

T W g t-l'al'Sln'

(ETE CHTEY FEw )
TR W o e
“ife, B |




