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Bandits kill 47 people in 
north of Nigeria: police
Bandits riding more than 100 motorbikes 
killed 47 people in coordinated attacks against 
several farming villages in Katsina State, 
northern Nigeria, the president’s office and 
local police said Sunday. The mounted raiders 
carried out “organised and simultaneous 
attacks” on the villages, Katsina state police 
spokesman Gambo Isah said in a statement. 
The predawn raids Saturday targeted villages 
in the Dutsenma, Danmusa and Safana 
districts, he added. The bandits were thought 
to be members of criminal gangs specialising 
in cattle theft and kidnap for ransom in the 
area. Villagers had put up stiff resistance 
fighting off an earlier attack, said the police 
statement. But the gang returned at around 
0230 GMT on around 150 motorbikes.They 
went on a shooting spree in the villages, 
setting fire to homes, residents had told police.

Google, Facebook to 
pay for news content!
Australia will force Google and Facebook 
to pay media outlets for their content, the 
government announced yesterday, vowing 
to lead the world in making the tech giants 
share lucrative advertising revenues with 
traditional media. Treasurer Josh Frydenberg 
said a mandatory code of conduct -- to be 
fully unveiled by July and made law soon after 
-- will require the US-based firms to reimburse 
Australian media companies for using their 
news and other content. “It is about holding 
these tech titans to account, about ensuring 
genuine competition, (and) it is about 
delivering a level playing field,” Frydenberg 
said. “It is about keeping jobs in journalism 
and it is about ensuring a fair outcome for 
all.” Google and Facebook have had a huge 
impact on Australia’s news industry, capturing 
two-thirds of online advertising spending. In 
response to falling revenues, Australian news 
outlets have slashed 20 percent of jobs in the 
last six years.

800 freed Rohingya inmates
sent back to Rakhine
Myanmar shipped hundreds of recently 
released Rohingya inmates back to the 
country’s restive western borderlands 
yesterday, after fears that its overcrowded 
prisons could become hotbeds for runaway 
coronavirus outbreaks. Men, women and 
children belonging to the stateless and long-
persecuted Muslim minority were among 
nearly 25,000 prisoners freed last week by 
a presidential pardon to mark the country’s 
April New Year celebrations. A Navy vessel 
transported the group from Yangon to western 
Rakhine state, where most Rohingya live under 
tight movement restrictions and in conditions 
Amnesty International has condemned as 
“apartheid”. More than 600 disembarked 
near state capital Sittwe, while another 200 
were taken further north to townships on the 
border with Bangladesh, state immigration 
department chief Soe Lwin told AFP.

Dozens killed in fresh 
wave of Taliban violence

23 Afghan troops, 9 civilians among dead
AFP, Kunduz

The Taliban have killed at least 23 Afghan 
troops and nine civilians, officials said Monday, 
as a fresh wave of violence grips Afghanistan 
despite a deal with the US and a worsening 
coronavirus crisis.

Under the terms of the US-Taliban deal, the 
Afghan government and the insurgents were by 
now supposed to have concluded a prisoner 
exchange and started talks aimed at bringing 
about a comprehensive ceasefire.

But the stalled prisoner swap has been 
beset with problems -- with Kabul claiming 
the Taliban are demanding the release of some 
of the group’s most notorious warriors -- and 
peace talks seem as elusive ever amid ongoing 
attacks.

Late Sunday night in Takhar province in 
northeast Afghanistan, the Taliban struck an 
Afghan army base, killing 16 soldiers and two 
policemen, provincial police spokesman Khalil 
Asir told AFP.

The governor’s spokesman, Mohammad 
Jawad Hejri, confirmed the attack and also 
blamed the Taliban, putting the death toll at 19.

In the south, the Taliban attacked a police 
checkpoint near Tarin Kot, the capital of 
Uruzgan province. “Five Afghan policemen were 
killed and three others were wounded,” Zilgai 
Ebadi, the provincial governor’s spokesman, 
told AFP.

In the northern province of Balkh, the 
Taliban killed nine civilians after they resisted 
when insurgents tried to extort money from 
them, district governor Sayed Arif Iqbali told 
AFP.

The violence has mostly been limited to rural 
areas and small towns. Under the framework of 
the US-Taliban deal, the insurgents have agreed 
not to attack cities.

Under the US-Taliban deal, American 
and other foreign forces are meant to quit 
Afghanistan by July 2021, provided the Taliban 
stick to several security guarantees and hold 
talks with the Afghan government.

Fighting has continued even as coronavirus 
spreads throughout Afghanistan.

It has so far seen 1,026 cases of coronavirus 
and 36 deaths, though real numbers are feared 
to be much higher as the impoverished country 
has only limited testing capabilities.

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

LATEST UPDATES
DEATH TOLL CROSSES 165,273

The worldwide death toll from the novel 
coronavirus pandemic rose to 165,273 yesterday, 
according to a tally from Johns Hopkins University 

yesterday. More than 2,411,553 declared cases 
have been registered in 193 countries and 

territories. In US, the death toll stood at 40,683 
with 759,786 infections. Italy is the next most-

affected country with 23,660 deaths and 178,972 
confirmed infections. It is followed by Spain with 
20,852 fatalities, France with 19,744 deaths and 

Britain with 16,095 deaths.

PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS TO 
KNOW IMPACT OF LOCKDOWN            

Italian scientists want the government to conduct 
psychological tests on a sample of the population 
to determine how long people can stay confined 

to their homes, a report said yesterday. The 
Corriere della Sera newspaper said scientists 

want to understand how long Italians “are able to 
endure a lockdown” in the face of the coronavirus 

pandemic. PM Giuseppe Conte will announce a 
new set of social guidelines this week that could 

include the tests, the report said.

2021 OLYMPICS IN DOUBT!
A Japanese expert who has criticised the 

country’s response to the coronavirus yesterday 
warned that he is “pessimistic” that the 

postponed Olympics can be held even in 2021. 
Kentaro Iwata, a professor of infectious diseases 
at Kobe University, told a press briefing that the 

virus would have to be under control at home 
and abroad for the Games to take place. But he 

said that is unlikely.

WEAKNESSES IN HEALTH 
SYSTEMS EXPOSED: G20  

The coronavirus pandemic has exposed 
“systemic weaknesses” in global health systems, 

the G20 said yesterday, but there was no 
mention of Washington’s contentious decision 

to halt World Health Organization funding. 
The statement from health ministers from 

the 20 most advanced economies expressed 
willingness to work together “to improve 
the effectiveness of global health systems 

by sharing knowledge and closing the gap in 
response capabilities and readiness.”

S’PORE SEES RECORD CASES
Singapore reported a record daily jump of more 

than 1,400 coronavirus cases yesterday, taking its 
total to over 8,000, with almost all new infections 
linked to dormitories housing foreign labourers. 

Health authorities in the financial hub, which now 
has the highest number of infections in Southeast 
Asia, reported 1,426 new cases, taking its total to 

8,014, including 11 deaths.

NOVARTIS BACKS MALARIA DRUG 
 Swiss pharmaceutical giant Novartis yesterday 

said it would sponsor a clinical trial in the US 
using hydroxychloroquine to treat patients 
hospitalised with COVID-19. It said it had 

reached an agreement with the US food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) to go ahead with a 

phase III clinical trial with around 440 patients to 
evaluate whether the drug is efficient in treating 

coronavirus. SOURCE: AFP

Situation grim in 
Mumbai, Kolkata
India reports 1,600 new cases
PTI, NEW DELHI

The Covid-19 situation is “especially serious” in 
Mumbai, Pune, Indore, Jaipur, Kolkata and a few other 
places in West Bengal, and violation of lockdown 
measures risk the spread of the novel coronavirus, the 
Centre said yesterday.
In a communication to state governments, the home 
ministry said there have been several incidents 
of violence against Covid-19 frontline healthcare 
professionals, complete violation of social distancing 
norms and movement of vehicles in urban areas. 
These should be stopped, it said.
The death toll due to Covid-19 rose to 543 and the 
number of cases climbed to 17,265 in the country 
yesterday. 1,600 new cases reported in last 24 hours.
The situation is “especially serious” in Indore in 
Madhya Pradesh, Mumbai and Pune in Maharashtra, 
Jaipur in Rajasthan, and Kolkata, Howrah, East 
Medinipur, North 24 Parganas, Darjeeling, Kalimpong 
and Jalpaiguri in West Bengal, the ministry said.
There are 4,203 confirmed coronavirus cases in 
Maharashtra of which 223 people lost their lives.
In Madhya Pradesh, out of the 1,407 cases, 70 people 
have succumbed to the disease. In West Bengal, there 
are 339 confirmed cases of which 12 people died due 
to the infection, according to health ministry data. 

Carola Pessina (foreground) plays tennis with Vittoria Oliveri on the rooftops of their house in Finale Ligure, Liguria Region, northwestern Italy 

yesterday, during the country’s lockdown aimed at stopping the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic.  PHOTO: AFP

PM warns of global food shortage
FROM PAGE 1

The districts are Manikganj, Gazipur, 
Tangail and Kishoreganj under Dhaka 
division and Jamalpur, Sherpur, 
Netrakona and Mymensingh under 
Mymensingh division.

Hasina stressed the need for 
producing and preserving food to 
face any possible food crisis in the 
post-coronavirus world. “If we can 
produce food and preserve it, then 
we won’t fall into that famine. 
Rather, we will be able to help many 
others. We have to take those steps 
from now on.”

She said the land of Bangladesh is 
fertile and its people are laborious. 
The country is now self-sufficient in 
food, the PM added.

“Let there not be an inch of land left 
without farming. We have to keep our 
eyes on that and that’s what I want.”

Referring to harvesting paddy, the 
premier asked the law enforcement 
agencies to cooperate in this regard.

Speaking to the officials and public 
representatives from Gazipur, the PM 
said the government has a plan to 
allow the reopening of some export-
oriented industries on a limited 
scale if the guidelines on health and 
safety are properly maintained and 
protective measures are taken for their 
workers.

“The month of Ramadan is 
approaching. We can’t keep everything 
shut down. We will have to reopen 
some areas gradually,” she said.

Hasina, however, expressed doubt 
whether the factories in Gazipur 
should be reopened on April 24-25 
as coronavirus was spreading in the 
district.

She said the factory authorities 
would have to arrange transportation 

for the workers to carry them to and 
from workplaces as they suffered a lot 
early this month after some factories 
asked them to join work. “It was a 
wrong decision.”

The PM said the factories 
have to arrange transportation, 
accommodation and protection for 
the workers. A limited number of 
workers can join the work, she added.

The premier directed the district 
administration to discuss with those 
who want to reopen their factories on 
these conditions.

The government is to keep open 
some pharmaceutical factories 
and some other industries which 
are producing personal protective 
equipment, she said.

Hasina said the government has 
taken special measurers for the 
upcoming Ramadan to make sure that 
there is no crisis of food.

She said harvesting of paddy has 
started and more food grains would 
be produced in the coming days.

About the government’s 
procurement of food grains, she said 
the government would buy 8 lakh 
tonnes of paddy, 10 lakh tonnes of 
rice, 2,20,000 tonnes of atap (fine 
rice) and 80,000 tonnes of wheat. 

Hasina said the government has 
taken the measurers to save the 
country from any possible food crisis 
and economic recession. 

Regarding the use of protective 
gears, like PPEs by doctors and nurses, 
the premier said only those who 
would look after patients would use 
those. “If all start using these, then 
how will we provide those to doctors 
and nurses?”

She said some 14,63,840 PPEs 
have been imported while 10,80,069 

distributed and 3,83,771 are in 
stock.

She directed the authorities 
concerned to strengthen monitoring 
so that genuine masks and PPEs are 
supplied to prevent the spread of 
coronavirus.

The PM thanked doctors, nurses, 
health workers, members of police, 
and armed forces for their tireless 
efforts to serve people. 

Hasina said the Covid-19 
situation is still better in Bangladesh 
than in many developed countries 
due to effective steps taken by the 
government.

She said she has assigned secretaries 
to look after the relief and health 
safety at the district level and they 
would submit reports to her.

“There is nothing to be upset when 
a crisis comes. This has to be faced 
with courage... we did it in 1971 with 
our united efforts and we will also be 
able to get rid of this calamity very 
soon.”

She asked the authorities concerned 
of Mymensingh to arrange training for 
physicians, nurses and other health 
workers who deal the coronavirus 
patients to keep them and their 
families protected.

Hasina called upon the local 
lawmakers and other public 
representatives to pay attention to 
the protection of physicians, nurses 
and other health workers in their 
respective areas.

PM’s Principal Secretary Ahmad 
Kaikaus, the programme was also 
attended by Cabinet Secretary 
Khandker Anwarul Islam, PM’s 
Press Secretary Ihsanul Karim, PMO 
Secretary Tofazzel Hossain Miah and 
other high officials were present.

Healthcare on verge of collapse
AFP, Tokyo

Japanese medics are warning more must 
be done to prevent the coronavirus 
from overwhelming the country’s 
healthcare system as confirmed cases 
passed 10,000, despite a nationwide 
state of emergency.

Experts have been alarmed by a 
recent spike in COVID-19 infections, 
with hundreds detected daily.

Japan’s outbreak remains less severe 
than in hard-hit European countries, 
but its caseload is one of Asia’s highest 
after China and India, and is roughly on 
par with South Korea.

There have been 171 deaths recorded 
so far in Japan and 10,751 cases, with 

the country under a month-long state 
of emergency, initially covering seven 
regions but now in place nationwide.

But the measures do not prevent 
people from going out, and many shops 
and even restaurants remain open, 
even as medical associations warn the 
country’s healthcare system is struggling 
to cope.

“The system is on the verge of 
collapse in many places in Japan,” said 
Kentaro Iwata, an infectious diseases 
specialist from Kobe University who has 
repeatedly criticised the government’s 
response to the crisis.

Speaking at a press briefing yesterday, 
Iwata said Japan’s strategy of limited 
testing and intensive contact-tracing 

worked well in the initial phase of the 
local outbreak, when numbers were 
small. But he charged that Japan failed 
to adapt as the outbreak grew.

Japan’s government argues it has 
adjusted its strategy, boosting testing 
capacity, changing rules that required 
all positive cases to remain in hospitals.

But medical experts have called the 
measures insufficient.

“Beds for novel coronavirus patients 
continue to be almost full,” Haruo 
Ozaki, president of the Tokyo Medical 
Association, warned last week.

The health minister has 
acknowledged that hospitals have in 
some cases turned away suspected 
coronavirus patients in ambulances.


