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Spainish PM seeks
flexible’ lockdown

REUTERS, Madrid

Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has said he :
would ask parliament for a 15-day extension until May :
9 of the lockdown imposed in one of the world’s worst :
coronavirus’ outbreaks, but said the restrictions would be :
more flexible. :

“We have left behind the most extreme moments,” :
Sanchez said at a press briefing. But he added: “These :
achievements are still insufficient and above all fragile. :
We cannot put them at risk with hasty solutions”. :

Spain’s death toll from the coronavirus rose at a slower :
pace on Saturday but surpassed 20,000 fatalities, the :
Health Ministry said. It increased by 565 deaths, down :
from 585 on Friday, while the number of coronavirus :
cases rose to 191,726 from 188,068. :

Spain began this week to ease a strict lockdown :
imposed on March 14 by opening up some sectors of the :
economy, including manufacturing. But most people are :
still confined to their homes except for essential outings :
such as food shopping, and not even children are allowed :
out for exercise. :

The country with the third highest coronavirus death :
toll will move slowly, carefully and progressively towards :
the “new normality”, Sanchez said.

But he warned it would be a complex task and that :
the economic consequences of the outbreak will be “very :
negative”. :

Asked if citizens would be able to have regular summer :
holidays, the Socialist leader said he hoped so but that he :
could not give an answer, signalling the uncertainty on :
the scope of any de-escalation phase. :
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Anti-lockdown protesters gather at the Texas State Capital building in Austin, Texas, on Saturday. Hundreds protested Saturday
in cities across America against coronavirus-related lockdowns -- with encouragement from President Donald Trump -- as
resentment grows against the crippling economic cost of confinement.
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India’s virus cases
nears 16,000

Maharashtra allows some economic activity :

REUTERS, New Delhi/Mumbai

India’s Maharashtra state, the country’s largest regional economy, will
allow a limited number of sectors to resume business today, after a
weeks-long shutdown to slow the spread of coronavirus left millions
out of work. :

Maharashtra, home to financial centre Mumbai, has the biggest share :
of India’s caseload of 15,713 infections, including a large number now :
ripping through its densely-packed slums.

Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray yesterday told a news conference :
on that some activity would be permitted in the least-affected parts of :
the state while observing a strict lockdown in the red zones that have the :
maximum number of cases.

“We need to start the economic wheels again. We are giving selective :
permissions from tomorrow, especially in orange zones and green :
zones,” he said, referring to areas with lower levels of infection.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has extended the nationwide
lockdown that began late last month until May 3, but the federal
government has allowed states to restart activity as amid economic :
distress in rural areas.
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i Global
: million for COVID-19 relief. That is
: the power and impact of One World:

: Some of the world’s top stars have
: helped to raise nearly $128 million
: for the World Health Organization
¢ during the coronavirus pandemic by
¢ performing in a concert broadcast

: globally.
:  Dozens of celebrities and
musicians, including Lady Gaga,

: Stevie Wonder and the Rolling Stones,
¢ took part in the 8-hour show called
: “One World: Together At Home.”

Global Citizen, an international

: advocacy group that organized the
: event, said early Sunday on Twitter
¢ that $127.9 million had been pledged
¢ in donations.

live
tweeted:

broadcast,
“$127.9

Following the
Citizen

#TogetherAtHome.”
Lady Gaga responded to this tweet,

saying: “I am so humbled to have
been a part of this project.”

The proceeds will be given to the
WHO'’s Covid-19 Solidarity Response
Fund.
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The concert was divided into two
parts, a 6-hour “pre-show” and a main
2-hour show hosted by Jimmy Fallon,
Jimmy Kimmel and Stephen Colbert.

“To all of our frontline healthcare
workers, we are with you. Thank you
for being there for us,” an on-screen

caption read at the start of the show.
Those who performed also

$127M raised for WHO fund
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added their tributes, with Lady Gaga
expressing her thanks for medical
workers who are “putting their lives at
risk for us right now.”

Other musicians also spoke about
the need for solidarity during the
pandemic. Before performing “Lean
on Me” in tribute to his late friend Bill
Withers, Stevie Wonder said: “During
hardships like this, we have to lean on
each other for help.”

Taylor Swift, Elton John, Paul
McCartney and Jennifer Lopez were
among others who gave performances
from their homes.

“Tonight, through the universal
language of music, we salute the
bravery and sacrifice of health heroes
and others,” said UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres in a clip played
during the broadcast. “And please join
our call for a global ceasefire to focus
on our common enemy -- the virus.”
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DEATH TOLL CROSSES 160,000
The worldwide death toll from the novel
coronavirus pandemic rose to 160,952 yesterday,
according to a tally compiled by Johns Hopkins
University at 1000 GMT. More than 2,331,099
declared cases have been registered in 193
countries and territories since the epidemic first
emerged in China in December. In the United
States, now the epicentre of the pandemic,
the death toll stood at 39,090 with 735,287
infections. ltaly is the next most-affected country
with 23,227 deaths from 175,925 infections. It
is followed by Spain with 20,639 fatalities from
194,416 confirmed infections, France with 19,349
deaths and 152,978 infections and Britain with
15,498 deaths from 115,317 cases.

‘LOWEST’ DEATHS IN NY
New York state, the epicenter of the coronavirus
pandemic in the United States, has experienced
its lowest one-day death toll in two weeks,
Governor Andrew Cuomo announced Saturday.
Cuomo said 540 people had died in his state of
20 million inhabitants in the preceding 24 hours,
and he suggested New York may now be on the
downslope after a recent plateau in deaths.

ISRAEL EASES RESTRICTIONS
Israel on Saturday approved some easing to its
tight coronavirus restrictions while pointedly
avoiding announcing the first stage of an exit from
lockdown. In a televised address, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu outlined “a responsible
and gradual” plan which would allow the return
of some workers to offices and industry. He also
promised to reopen some high street shops and
allow a return to school for children with special
educational needs, in groups of up to three.

ONLY 8 CASES IN S KOREA
South Korea yesterday reported single digit new
coronavirus cases for the first day in two months
with eight new infections. Of the new cases, five
were imported from overseas. The figure brings
its total infections to 10,661.

‘CAPTAIN TOM’ RAISES $31M
(aptain Tom Moore, a 99-year-old British war
veteran, has now raised more than 25 million

pounds ($31.3 million) for the health service by
walking 100 laps of his garden. The World War
Two veteran, who has used a walking frame
with wheels since breaking his hip, set himself
the target of walking the 25 metres around his
garden 100 times before his 100th birthday on
April 30. He completed his task on Thursday.

Women wearing facemasks feed pigeons in Durbar Square during a nationwide lockdown to sprevent spread of

coronavirus, in Kathmandu, yesterday.

44 jihadists
found dead
in Chad jail

AFP, N'djamena INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

A group of 44 suspected
members of Boko Haram,
arrested during a recent
operation against the
jihadist group, have been
found dead in their prison
cell, apparently poisoned,
Chad'’s chief prosecutor
announced Saturday.

Speaking on national
television, Youssouf Tom
said the 44 prisoners had
been found dead in their
cell on Thursday.

An autopsy carried
out on four of the dead
prisoners revealed traces
of a lethal substance that
had caused heart attacks
in some of the victims and
severe asphyxiation in the
others, he said.

The dead men were
among a group of 58
suspects captured during
a major army operation
around Lake Chad launched
by President Idriss Deby at
the end of March.

A security source,
speaking on condition of
anonymity told AFP that
“the 58 prisoners were
placed in a single cell and
were given nothing to eat
or drink for two days”.

Hospitals in Japan are increasingly turning
away sick people as the country struggles
with surging coronavirus infections and its
emergency medical system collapses.

In one recent case, an ambulance
carrying a man with a fever and difficulty
breathing was rejected by 80 hospitals and
forced to search for hours for a hospital in
downtown Tokyo that would treat him.

Another feverish man finally reached a
hospital after paramedics unsuccessfully
contacted 40 clinics.

The Japanese Association for Acute
Medicine and the Japanese Society for
Emergency Medicine say many hospital
emergency rooms are refusing to treat
people including those suffering strokes,
heart attacks and external injuries.

Japan initially seemed to have controlled
the outbreak by going after clusters of
infections in specific places, usually
enclosed spaces such as clubs, gyms and
meeting venues.

But the spread of virus outpaced
this approach and most new cases are
untraceable.

The outbreak has highlighted underlying
weaknesses in medical care in Japan, which
has long been praised for its high quality
insurance system and reasonable costs.

Apart from a general unwillingness
to embrace social distancing, experts
blame government incompetence and a
widespread shortage of the protective gear
and equipment medical workers need to

Japanese health system face
collapse as sick denied care
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perform their jobs.

The “collapse of emergency medicine”
has already happened, a precursor to the
overall collapse of medicine, the Japanese
Association for Acute Medicine and the
Japanese Society for Emergency Medicine
said in a joint statement.

There are no enough protective gowns,
masks and face shields, raising risks of
infection for medical workers and making
treatment of COVID-19 patients increasingly
difficult, said Yoshitake Yokokura, who
heads the Japan Medical Association.

With some 10,000 cases and 170 deaths,
Japan’s situation is not as dire as many
other countries, but there are fears its
outbreak could become much worse.

A government virus task force has
warned that, in a worst-case scenario where
no preventive measures were taken, more
than 400,000 could die due to shortages
of ventilators and other intensive care
equipment.

Shinzo Abe, the prime minister, has
said the government has secured 15,000
ventilators and is getting support of Sony
and Toyota Motor Corp. to produce more.

Japanese hospitals also lack ICUs, with
only five per 100,000 people, compared
to about 30 in Germany, 35 in the US and
12 in Italy, said Osamu Nishida, head of
the Japanese Society of Intensive Care
Medicine.

I[taly's  10-per-cent mortality rate,
compared to Germany's 1 per cent, is
partly due to the shortage of ICU facilities,
Nishida said.

Several killed in
Libya clashes

AL JAZEERA ONLINE

Libya’s internationally-recognised
government has said its forces have killed
eight fighters loyal to eastern-based
renegade military commander Khalifa
Haftar.

The announcement by military
spokesman Mohamed Gnunu on Saturday
came as forces aligned with the United
Nations-recognised Government of
National Accord (GNA) ramped up their
offensive against Haftar’s forward bases in
western Libya.

GNA troops have in recent days retaken
a string of strategic cities located west of
Tripoli, including Sabratha, Surman and
al-Ajaylat.

Libya, a large oil producer, has been
engulfed in chaos since 2011 when
longtime leader Muammar Gaddafi was
killed in a NATO-backed uprising.

It is now split between two rival
administrations: The Tripoli-based GNA,
led by Prime Minister Fayez al-Sarraj, and
the House of Representatives allied to
Haftar and his self-styled Libyan National
Army (LNA).

Pakistan bows to
clerics’ pressure

Lifts limit on mosque congregations

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan has lifted restrictions on congregational prayers at mosques, but
put in place a host of safety conditions to avert the further spread of the
coronavirus in the country, a statement said on Saturday.

The South Asian nation, the second most populous Muslim country in
the world, imposed the restrictions less than a month ago, allowing only
three to five people at mosques for prayers.

The decision to lift restrictions, taken in a meeting between Pakistani
President Arif Alvi and religious leaders, comes less than a week before the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

“Mosques are given permission conditional to taking due precautions,”
a statement following the meeting said, adding that it was mandatory for
mosdque visitors to wear masks.

Pakistan has registered 7,638 cases of the virus and 143 deaths and
health experts warn that congregations pose the biggest threat to the
limited healthcare infrastructure of a country of more than 200 million
people.

According to the statement it was also decided worshippers would
maintain a 6-foot (2-metre) distance from each other instead of the
usual Muslim practice of praying shoulder-to-shoulder and that mosque
administrations will disinfect premises regularly.

The government had been under pressure to reverse the congregation
restrictions, and clashes between mosque attendees and police had been

reported in Karachi, the country’s largest city.

IFT Para Mo, 9-11

Clause Reference
IFT Para Mo, 9: Tender las selling
date
IFT Para Mo. 10: Tender closing date
and bime
IFT Para Mo, 11: Tender apening
date and fime
Section-2: Tender Data Sheet
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Corrigendum to the IFT

IFT No. CMSD/GR-1909/ICT/2019-2020/D-10/89 dated: 04-03-2020

Procurement of Patient Bed, Acrylic
The bidding docwment & Invitation for Tender IFT No. CMSDIGR-190%ICTR2019-2020/D-10v839, dated: 04-03-
2020 is haraby amanded o read as under:

Addendum-1

Amended entries
12-05-2020 {During office hours)

Existing entries
19-04-2020 [ Dwuring office
hours) |
Time: 11:00am 20-04-2020 Time: 11:00am 13-05-2020

Time: 11:30am 20-04-2020 | Time: 11:30am 13-05-2020

TT  36.1;  Tender | 11200 Hours Bangladesh Standard Time | 11:00 Hours Bamgladesh Standard
submission date [BST=0GMT+8hrs.) on 20-04-2020 Time (BST=GMT+6hrs.} on 13-05-2020
T 422 Tender | 11:30 Hours Bangladesh Standard Time | 11:30 Hours Bangladesh Standard
opening date [BST=GMT+8hrs.) on 20-04-2020 Tima (BST=GMT+6hrs.} on 13-05-2020
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