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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

LATEST UPDATES

Heathcare workers (L) acknowledge applause from policemen outside the Gregorio Maranon Hospital in Madrid, Spain yesterday, during a 

national lockdown to prevent the spread of the Covid-19 disease. 

‘Death sentence’ for other patients
AFP, New Delhi

Liver patient Shahjahan’s family feared the 
worst when a New Delhi public hospital told 
her to leave because her bed was needed in a 
coronavirus unit.

The 40-year-old mother had been on a 
ventilator with an acute infection for almost 
two weeks when she left Lok Nayak hospital on 
Tuesday night.

She died at her family home in Delhi the 
next morning. Other hospitals had turned her 
away because of the pandemic.

“The authorities just left her to die. Even 
when they referred us to another hospital, 
they refused to give us an ambulance,” said 
Mohammad Khalid, a relative of Shahjahan.

The capacity of medical facilities around 
the world has been stretched by the surge of 
COVID-19 patients as outbreaks worsen in 
many countries.

It can cause people with other life-
threatening diseases to miss out on vital care -- 
especially in places like India, where healthcare 
systems are shakier.

Dozens of people with serious medical 
conditions are camped outside India’s national 
medical institute in tents set up by the Delhi 
government. Many of them had travelled from 

other cities for now-cancelled appointments 
and can’t go back due to transport restrictions 
under the nationwide lockdown that began on 
March 25.

Outpatient departments at the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) closed, 
forcing cancer patients and others with deadly 
ailments to take shelter in a grimy pedestrian 
subway and under canvas.

Though aid groups have provided some 
food and medicines, it had been 12 hours since 
Saryu Das had eaten when AFP met him.

His son, who had mouth cancer, lay on a 
thin mattress with his face covered by a scarf. 
Flies hovered around him. Four days later, he 
died.

The AIIMS did not immediately respond to 
requests for comment on the death and the 
patients outside. But hospitals across the vast 

country of 1.3 billion people have been put on 
alert and its virus death toll is now at 287.

When Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
announced the lockdown, he gave millions 
of Indians taking life-saving drugs only four 
hours’ notice.

Amulya Nidhi, a health activist based in 
Madhya Pradesh state, told AFP the government 
knew that vulnerable patients -- including 
those with silicosis and tuberculosis, which 
kills tens of thousands each year in India, as 
well as pregnant women -- were at risk.

“I’m getting distress calls from across India 
over access to basic medicines and treatment,” 
said Nidhi.

“It is important to expand healthcare 
facilities to fight COVID-19. At the same time, 
hospitals and ambulances have to be available 
for patients with other problems,” he said.

DEATHS RISE IN INDIA’S BIGGEST SLUM
Coronavirus cases in Mumbai’s densely 

populated Dharavi slum -- one of Asia’s biggest 
-- have risen to 43 including four deaths, 
officials said yesterday as they ramp up testing 
in a race to contain the spread of the illness.

India has been in a nationwide lockdown 
since March 25. India Saturday extended the 
lockdown for 2 more weeks. 
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A woman runs past posters with messages in Manchester, Britain, yesterday, during a nationwide lockdown to 

prevent the spread of Covid-19 disease. PHOTO: REUTERS
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S Lanka church ‘forgives’ 
Easter suicide bombers
Sri Lanka’s Roman Catholic Church yesterday said 
it had forgiven the suicide bombers behind the 
attacks that killed at least 279 people last Easter. 
Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith told an Easter mass 
-- broadcast from a TV studio because of the 
coronavirus pandemic -- that “we offered love to 
the enemies who tried to destroy us”. “We forgave 
them,” he said, adding that instead of retaliating, 
the nation’s Catholic minority had contemplated 
Jesus’ message of hope, and reduced tensions. 
The April 21 Easter Sunday bombers targeted 
three churches and three luxury hotels, killing 
at least 279 people and wounding 593. Police 
have arrested 135 people in connection with the 
bombings, blamed on the National Thowheeth 
Jama’ath extremist group.199 people have been 
infected with the virus in the country, with seven 
deaths.

Taliban to free 20 prisoners
The Taliban yesterday said it was set to release 
20 prisoners in the southern Afghan city of 
Kandahar, in a potential breakthrough after 
the insurgents walked out of talks with the 
government last week. “Today, 20 prisoners 
of the Kabul administration will be released,” 
Taliban spokesman Suhail Shaheen said on 
Twitter, adding that the group would be handed 
over to representatives of the Red Cross. The 
announcement follows a string of releases of 
Taliban prisoners by the Afghan government 
and came after the head of US and Nato forces 
in Afghanistan met with insurgent leaders to 
discuss a reduction in violence in the war-weary 
country. Washington signed a key deal with the 
Taliban in February that promised the withdrawal 
of US and foreign troops from Afghanistan by 
next summer, provided the militants start talks 
with Kabul and adhere to other guarantees.

Assange ‘fathered two 
kids in Ecuador embassy’

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange fathered two 
children with one of his lawyers while holed 
up in Ecuador’s embassy in London for much 
of the past decade, a report yesterday said. 
The 48-year-old Australian is allegedly the 
dad of two boys -- aged two and one -- born 
to South African-born lawyer Stella Morris, 
the Mail on Sunday reported. The newspaper 
published the report alongside photographs 
of Assange with the toddlers and an interview 
with Morris who said they “fell in love” and 
were planning to marry. The couple have been 
engaged since 2017, according to the paper, 
which said it learned about the revelations in 
court papers seen last week. Assange is being 
held in London’s high security Belmarsh prison 
as he fights an extradition request by the 
United States to stand trial there on espionage 
charges.

US DEATHS TOP 20,000
At least 20,608 people in the United States have 

died, making the US the hardest-hit country. 
It also has the highest number of reported 

infections (530,006), according to the latest 
figures from Johns Hopkins University.

75,000 DEAD IN EUROPE
At least 109,300 people have died worldwide 

from the coronavirus in 193 countries and 
territories, according to an AFP tally around 

1000 GMT yesterday based on official sources. 
There have been more than 1,780,640 million 
reported infections. With 75,011 deaths out of 

909,700 diagnosed cases, Europe is the hardest-
hit continent. Italy has 19,468 deaths, Spain 

16,972, France 13,832 and Britain 9,875. 

SPECTRE OF RECESSION
The World Bank warns South Asia is on course for 
its worst economic performance in 40 years, with 
decades of progress in the battle against poverty 
at risk. It slashes its growth forecast for the region 
this year to 1.8-2.8 percent from its pre-pandemic 

projection of 6.3 percent, with at least half the 
countries falling into “deep recession”.

‘EASTER OF SOLITUDE’
Pope Francis livestreams Easter Sunday mass 

to the world’s 1.3 billion Catholics, from an 
empty Saint Paul’s Cathedral at the Vatican. “For 

many, this is an Easter of solitude lived amid 
the sorrow and hardship that the pandemic is 
causing, from physical suffering to economic 

difficulties,” the pope says. He calls for a 
reduction or forgiveness of poor nation’s debts 

and an “immediate” ceasefire in global conflicts.

CONFINEMENT GOES ON
Lebanon extends its lockdown until April 

26. Syria extends the closure of schools and 
universities until May 2. Argentina extends its 

obligatory confinement until April 26 in big 
cities, but considers relaxing the measures in 

rural areas.

UK PM OUT OF HOSPITAL
Britain’s virus-stricken Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson is discharged from hospital after 

spending three days in intensive care. Downing 
Street says that on the advice of his medical 

team, he will not immediately return to work.

SAUDI ARABIA EXTENDS CURFEW
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman extended a 

nationwide curfew until further notice due 
to the spread of the new coronavirus after 
the kingdom reported more than 300 new 

infections on each of the last four days. 

Record numbers 
of imported 
cases in China
REUTERS, Shanghai

China is stepping up 
scrutiny of inbound 
foreigners and tightening 
border control after the 
number of single-day 
imported coronavirus 
cases set a record, helping 
double the daily number 
of newly detected 
infections.

New confirmed cases in 
mainland China reached 
99 on April 11 from 46 the 
previous day, with all but 
two involving travellers 
from abroad. 

In addition, 
highlighting another 
major source of risk, newly 
reported asymptomatic 
coronavirus cases nearly 
doubled to 63 on April 11, 
from 34 the previous day.

Premature to project 
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Covid-19 pandemic.
According to the WB projection, Bangladesh is 
likely to see 2.0 to 3.0 percent economic growth 
in the 2019-2020 fiscal, down from 8.2 percent in 
previous fiscals.

The minister said the country’s export-oriented 
sectors are currently facing some downturns while 
domestic economy and consumptions are also 
likely to face challenges.

“However, it is not the right time to say what 
will be the extent of the challenge,” he told The 
Daily Star over phone, adding a projection of the 
current coronavirus situation could only be made 
after seeing how long it lasts.

He said his ministry will be able to assess the 
current pressure on the economy only when the 
situation is normal.

About the government’s measures for the 
country’s underprivileged, Kamal said Prime 

Minister Sheikh Hasina has already taken various 
measures for all countrymen whenever the premier 
deemed necessary.

If required, the government will take additional 
measures, he said.

“The PM is well aware of the current situation. 
She is taking measures ... ,” he added.

Asked about what is being done for the ultra-
poor living in urban areas, he said none of those 
affected by the pandemic will be left out of 
government initiatives.

It has already taken various measures including 
for those living in mega cities and other areas. 
More of such measures will be visible soon, the 
minister added.

He also said the government announced stimuli 
for people belonging to all classes.

No other South Asian country has done what 
the Bangladesh government has done so far to 
tackle the situation, he said.

Boisabi 
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Mros, Sangran of Kyangs, Sankrai of Khumis, Bizu 
of Chakmas and Bishu of Tanchangyas.

This year, people are not busy shopping for their 
traditional clothes and food; nobody is inviting 
family members and friends and many people are 
facing food shortages.

“We are not celebrating Sankran following 
the govt order. Most of the villagers are starving,” 
said Lang Ring Mro, a school teacher in Alikadom 
upazila of Bandarban.

Rama Rani Roy, additional secretary at 
Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs Ministry, said in the 
last two days, a ritual of showering each other with 
water was held in the hills.

In the ritual called Maitree Pani Barshan, 
indigenous women and men sprinkle each other 

with water that symbolises cleansing themselves of 
the weariness of the past year.

Sanjay Chakma, 55, a resident of Kalindipur 
area of Rangamati town, said he never witnessed 
such a situation in his lifetime. “Due to the 
coronavirus, my daughters are celebrating Fulbiju 
[making flower offerings] on our roof.”

Pratyasha Chakma, 22, a university student, said 
she and her friends had plans to hang out at Kaptai 
Lake. “But now I will celebrate in the backyard of 
our home.”

The first day of the celebration starts with 
Fulbiju. The Chakma people wake up early, clean 
their homes and decorate it with flowers, and make 
flower offerings in rivers, canals and springs to seek 
divine blessings for peace and prosperity. 

RMG workers
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Limited staged a demonstration from morning till 
2:00pm yesterday, protesting unpaid wages.

The workers started the agitation after they 
came to the factory in the morning to receive their 
wages but found the gate locked, the workers said.

They were supposed to be paid yesterday, they 
said.

“We have been put under hardship as we have 
no money to pay house rent, for groceries due and 
there is no food in our houses, said Bokul Mia, a 
worker of the factory.

MA Shaheen, president of Garment Workers 
Trade Union Kendra, said they could not contact 
the owners of the factory.

However, they asked the workers to go back 
to their homes and be patient until April 16, the 
date fixed by the government to pay the wages of 
garment workers.

Meanwhile, workers of Fakir Knitwear 
demonstrated from morning till afternoon, 
protesting the sacking of workers.

The factory authorities took their ID cards 
and signatures while paying the wages, sparking 
protest among the workers, said Ainul Haque, 
assistant superintendent of Industrial Police-4 in 
Narayanganj.

Tensions cooled down after the authorities 
returned their ID cards and withdrew the decision 
to sack them, he said.

In Gazipur, hundreds of workers of East West 
Group, Newway Fashion and Florent Garments 
Ltd barricaded the Dhaka- Mymensingh road, 
demanding three months’ arrears.

They dispersed around 10:00am, one hour after 
the agitation started when the authorities of those 
factories assured the payment of arrears on April 
16.

( Our correspondent from Savar, Narayanganj 
and Gazipur contributed to the report)   


