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Children, mostly homeless ones, running towards a vehicle carrying relief materials for 

those in need in front of Kamalapur Railway Station in the capital yesterday.  
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Volunteers spraying sanitising liquid on a motorcycle 

to combat the spread of coronavirus in the capital’s 

Moghbazar yesterday afternoon. 
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SCHOOLS IN SHUTDOWN

Virtual classes 
not yet reality

Uneven access to technology 
obstacle to regular online 

learning while children at home
MOHUIDDIN ALAMGIR

The authorities are yet to introduce regular online classes 
for school students as educational institutions remain 
indefinitely closed due to the coronavirus outbreak.

However, the management of renowned Bangla and 
English medium schools and Directorate of Secondary and 
Higher Education officials, while speaking with The Daily 
Star, said the introduction of online education is under 
consideration in case the school shutdown lingers.

A section of educators, however, said uneven access 
to the internet and devices such as a desktop computer, 
laptop, or smartphone, are vital obstacles to introducing 
online learning.

Bangla medium school authorities said they have 
instructed all their students to follow the televised 
lessons broadcast by the Sangsad Bangladesh Television 
for secondary students enrolled in grade six to 10, since 
Sunday.

English medium schools are sending homework via 
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1 

APRIL 2, 1972

SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

BANGABANDHU VISITS DINAJPUR 
AND THAKURGAON
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
today says that conspiracy is going on, 
within and outside, against the new-born state of Bangladesh and 
urges the people to unite against the conspirators and resist them. 
Addressing a huge public meeting in Dinajpur today, the prime 
minister appeals to the people to get themselves engaged in the 
task of national reconstruction. Bangabandhu reminds the people 
that the task of preservation and consolidation of independence is 
no less difficult than to achieve it.

Bangabandhu further says that he has started the task of 
reconstruction on debris and will not be able to deliver any 
substantial goods to the people for three years. He, however, 
assures that his government with the support and cooperation 
of the people will be able to bring back the pre-March 25 (1971) 
situation within three years. This task in usual cases would have 
taken at least 10 years, he adds. 

FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES

‘Don’t demand anything for         
three years’

Bangabandhu addressing a public meeting in Thakurgaon on 

April 2, 1972.  
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STAY HOME, 
STAY WELL

Talk to people 
you know, trust
MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM MOLLA

Amid the countrywide lockdown to 
prevent the spread of coronavirus, 
millions are working from home 
while children are off school.

Staying at home all day can be 
tiring, boring and stressful while 
it can have a serious impact on 
people’s mental health if not 
addressed properly.

It is normal to feel anxious 
at a time when the coronavirus 
pandemic is taking its toll on almost 
every domain of people’s lives by 
disrupting their everyday routine.

In an attempt to curb the 
coronavirus outbreak in the country, 
the government declared a 10-day 
general holiday from March 26 
to April 4 and then extended it to   
April 11.
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Defer hajj plans  
this year
KSA urges countries; Dhaka 
says it will press ahead
RASHIDUL HASAN

Although the Saudi Arabian government 
yesterday urged different countries to delay 
making hajj plans this year, suggesting the 
pilgrimage could be cancelled due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, Bangladesh said 
it would go ahead with their preparation 
regarding hajj. 

“We have heard the Royal Saudi 
government’s appeal. But we will go on 
with our ongoing preparations centring 
this year’s hajj. We will refund money to 
intended hajj pilgrims, if hajj isn’t held 
this year finally,” Nurul Islam, secretary, 
religious affairs ministry, told The Daily 
Star yesterday over telephone. 

Saudi Hajj and Umrah Minister 
Muhammad Saleh bin Taher Banten 
yesterday said on state television that 
the kingdom of Saudi Arabia is prepared 
to secure the safety of all Muslims 
and nationals, different media sources 
reported.

“That’s why we have requested all 
Muslims around the world to hold 
any signing of agreements [with tour 
operators] until we have a clearer vision,” 
he said. 

In February, the kingdom took the 
extraordinary decision to close off the holy 
cities of Mecca and Medina to foreigners 
to stop the spread of the virus, a step 
which wasn’t even taken during the 1918 
flu epidemic that killed tens of millions 
worldwide.

Restrictions have been tightened in the 
kingdom as it grapples with over 1,500 
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2 sent to jail, 
one held 
over rape
STAR REPORT

Two men were sent to jail 
in Thakurgaon and Cumilla 
and another was arrested 
in Jashore yesterday on 
charges of rape and attempt 
to rape. 

The accused are Rony, 
21, Badiul Alam Munshi, 
52, and Babu Sardar, 48, 
said police. 

A Thakurgaon court 
yesterday sent Rony to 
jail for allegedly raping 
an 11-year-old physically 
challenged girl in 
Baliadangi upazila on 
Monday. 

Khairuzzman, sub-
inspector of Baliadangi 
Police Station, said locals 
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NY now a city of worries
Bangladeshi expatriates in fear, says journalist in interview with 
PORIMOL PALMA

The glittering New York City, a bustling 
tourist destination, is now a land of 
worries. New York is the most affected 
state in the US, now the epicentre of 
the coronavirus pandemic. Of the 
more than 188,000 people infected by 
the virus in the country, New York has 
reported nearly 76,000 infections and 
1,714 deaths.

“If you call New York the epicentre 
of coronavirus in the US, Queens 

would be epicentre in New York,” 
said Sultana Rahman, a Bangladeshi 
journalist based in Queens.

Queens, the birthplace of President 
Donald Trump, is also home to most 
of the nearly five lakh Bangladeshis 
living in New York, the most densely 
populated city in the US with some 
8.5 million residents.

Sultana said she could confirm 
the deaths of at least 20 Bangladeshis 
there.

There is such a shortage of facilities 

that the Central Park has been turned 
into a makeshift hospital.

“Never in the American history, 
after the civil war some 200 years 
ago, this park was used for sheltering 
people the way it is being done now,” 
said Sultana, who works for US-based 
TBN 24 television.

The hospitals and clinics in New 
York now have around 53,000 beds. 
Of them, ICU beds with ventilators are 
3,000. However, there are projections 
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