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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Farmers at different villages in Kachua 
upazila are worried due to attack on 
different trees by whitefly pest. 

The pest typically feeds on the 
undersides of plant leaves, said Raghunath 
Kar, deputy director of Department of 
Agricultural Extension (DAE) in Bagerhat.  

The villages include Sangdia, Mosni, 
Afra, Narendrapur and Sreerampur, said 
locals.

Samir Chowdhury, a retired 
schoolteacher of Sangdia village, said “The 
whitefly has mainly attacked our coconut, 
betel nut and guava trees. of the trees, 
betel nut is affected badly by the pest.”

“Our coconut trees are now not able 
to bear coconuts like before. The trees are 
dying due to the pest attack,” he said.

Ashim Chakrabortty of the village said 
‘‘I have around 1000 betel nut and coconut 
trees. Most of the trees are affected by the 
whitefly.” 

“The undersides of the leaves are 
becoming whitening while the upper 
sides becoming blackish. It is my only 

source of income. If the trees die, I don’t 
know how can I survive,’’ said Ashim.

Another farmer Rustam Sheikh of Afra 
village said as most of the trees are tall, 
it is not possible to spray insecticides all 
the trees. 

“If the government takes an initiative 
to spray insecticides, our trees can be 
survived,” said the farmer.

Abul Hossain Khan of the same village 
said there are many coconut trees in his 
fish enclosures. At present, there is not so 
much coconut in the trees. 

Some green coconuts do not even grow. 
At the end of the rainy season, the whitefly 
pest attacks undersides of the leaves. 
The insect covers almost half of the leaf 
thickness.

The DAE official said the whitefly 
pest has attacked different trees in other 
districts besides Bagerhat.

They have already informed the higher 
authorities about the matter, he said.

Farmers can use various pesticides after 
mixing those with detergents, he added. 

When the rain will come, it will be 
controlled to some extent, said the official.
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A coconut tree infected with whitefly attack in Bagerhat’s Kachua upazila.

Whitefly attack worries 
Bagerhat farmers
The insect has mainly attacked coconut, betel nut 
and guava trees

Important road in awful 
condition for a decade
The RCC road stretching from Inderhat to Jilbari was constructed 15 years ago

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

The much used Inderhat-Jilbari 
road in Nesarabad upazila is in an 
awful condition for over a decade, 
causing untold suffering to the 
commuters.

Locals said the four-kilometre-
long reinforced cement concrete 
(RCC) road, stretching from 
Inderhat to Jilbari under Balodia 
union of the upazila, was 
constructed around 15 years ago. 

However, the road started 
damaging only after three years 
of its construction and it has 
remained in poor condition for the 
last 10 years, hampering vehicular 
movement badly.

“We have to face immense 
suffering while crossing the road as 
many portions of it has been badly 
damaged,” Nazrul Islam of Rajabari 

village said, adding that he has 
to use the road at least four to six 
times every day.  

Another villager Masum Billah 
said the road becomes more risky 
during the night time as there is 
no street light.

“Besides the inhabitants of 
different villages under Balodia 
union, people of nearby Nazirpur 
upazila and Barishal’s Banaripara 
upazila use the road to go to 
Nesarabad upazila headquarters 
and Barishal city,” Masum said, 

adding that at least 3,000 people 
use the road daily.

“We have to remain cautious 
while moving along the road,” 
auto-rickshaw driver Emdadul 
Haque said.

Member of 6 no ward of the 
union Babul Bahadur said they 
have informed the matter to the 
authorities concerned several times, 
but no avail.

“If the road is not reconstructed 
immediately, people will suffer 
more as it is the lone way of 
communication for people of 
several villages with the upazila 
headquarters,” he added.

Nesarabad Upazila Engineer 
Mir Ali Shakir said the Inderhat-
Jilbari road has already been 
included under the district 
development project.

Thousands of people of different villages in Pirojpur’s Nesarabad upazila are suffering immensely as over four kilometres of the Inderhat-Jilbari 

road under Balodia union has remained in poor condition for over a decade. Photo: STAR

PM’s grant relieves 
M’singh national hero
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Khandakar Abdul Malek Shahidullah, an 
85-year-old Language Movement veteran 
from Mymensingh, has been undergoing 
treatment at Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib 
Medical University (BSMMU) since 
February 25. 

His family members expressed 
unbounded gratitude to Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina for the support she extended 
for his treatment and admission at the 
BSMMU. 

The national hero had been bedridden 
at his home in Nandibari area of 
Muktagachha town in Mymensingh, with 
nothing but the freedom fighter’s monthly 
allowance to support his family and cover 
for his medical expenses due to multiple 
brain strokes that he suffered last year.

Along with other longstanding health 
conditions, including respiratory and heart 
diseases, Shahidullah has been suffering 
from speech impediment since the last 
stroke on December 13, 2019. His right 
arm and leg became paralysed after the first 
stroke in October that year. 

The news on Shahidullah’s plight was 
carried by different newspapers, while The 
Daily Star published a report on February 
17 this year, headlined “Plight of a national 
hero”.  

Shahidullah’s wife Suraiya Malek said 
the prime minister sanctioned Tk 12 lakh 
for her husband’s treatment after taking 
notice of the matter and they received the 
grant on March 16. 

“The grant came in when were in deep 

crisis, struggling to continue his treatment 
in Dhaka. The grant has given us high 
hopes for continuing the treatment.” 

We took him to the hospital at the 
initiative of former law minister Abdul 
Matin Khasru, also a presidium member 
of Awami League. Abdul Matin Khasru’s 
wife Selina Khasru has been paying for the 
hospital bed and some other expenses.”

Suraiya Malek also thanked The Daily 
Star for running the story on her husband 
on February 17.

In 1952, when the wave of protests 
during the Language Movement, 
demanding Bangla as a state language, 
shook the country, Shahidullah was only 
17. 

Ninth-grader Shahidullah and eight 
other students of Cooperative High School 
in Jamalpur’s Dewanganj were expelled for 
taking part in a procession in Dewanganj 
town along with a number of other students 
that year.

Endorsed by his father, a medical officer 
of railway in the town, young Shahidullah 
stood defiant and rejected the offer of 
reinstatement of his student status at the 
school by seeking clemency to the school 
authorities.

The defiant Language Movement 
veteran went on to become a member of 
the provincial assembly in 1970 and later 
on, an organiser of the Liberation War in 
1971. When the country’s first president 
Shaheed Syed Nazrul Islam was president 
of Awami League’s Greater Mymensingh 
unit, Shahidullah served as the organising 
secretary of the unit.  

Khandakar Abdul Malek Shahidullah


