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Joypurhat sees rise of diarrhoea patients
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Joypurhat Modern Hospital has 
been witnessing an unusual rise in 
diarrhoea patients in the last 10 days 
due to temperature fluctuations. 

Around 400 patients of different 
upazilas in Joypurhat have been 
admitted to the hospital during the time. 
Around 80 percent of them are children. 

The temperature is now fluctuating 
rapidly, with colder nights and 
considerably warmer days.

Inhabitants in the district, especially 
children and elderly people, are 
being infected with either diarrhoea 
or pneumonia due to the unusually 

warm and cold weather, said Dr Saiful 
Islam, resident medical officer (RMO) 
of Joypurhat Modern Hospital. 

The doctor advised all to take fresh 
foods in this situation.   

Mousumi, mother of two-and-a-half-
year old Md Abdullah at Sorail village 
in Kalai upazila of the district, said 
she admitted her son to Kalai Upazila 
Health Complex a couple of days ago as 
he started vomiting with dysentery. 

As his condition was worsening, he 
was shifted to Joypurhat Modern Hospital 
on Monday, said the mother, adding that 
her son’s condition has improved now.

Boby Akter of Tazpur village in 

Sadar upazila said as the number 
of patients sees sharp rise, many of 
them are staying on the floor due to 
shortage of bed at the hospital. 

“I tried a lot, but failed to arrange a 
bed”, said Boby. 

On Tuesday, the number of patients 
has doubled against the capacity of 25-
bed at the diarrhoea ward of the hospital, 
according to the officials of the hospital. 

RMO Saiful Islam said they witnessed 
a sharp rise of diarrhea patients in the 
last 10 days due to the massive gap 
between day and night temperatures. 

He hopes the situation will improve 
within a couple of weeks.

A noble initiative for 
fishermen’s literacy
Volunteers set up ‘Jele Bidyaloy’ in remote Bhola
M JAHIRUL ISLAM JEWEL, FROM BHOLA

Fishermen of Elisha village and nearby 
areas in Bhola Sadar upazila can now 
aspire to be literate as a group of local 
youths under the banner of East Elisha 
Foundation, a voluntary organisation, 
started a school for them.The school 
named ‘Jele Bidyaloy’ (school for 
fishermen) saw opening on February 21, 
the International Mother Language Day, 
on the bank of the Meghna River near 
Elisha Ferry Ghat, a site for anchoring 
trawlers. Twenty-two fishermen, who 
attended the introductory discussion and 
maiden lessons, showed keen interest in 
learning.   

Following instructions from the 
voluntary teachers, they read aloud from 
a book on primary literacy and wrote 
a few letters with chalks at the set-up 
made with wood and bamboo.  “We had 
been planning for long to spread the 
light of education among the illiterate 
fishermen. Finally we succeeded in 
starting the modest school in the month 
of the Language Movement,” said Anwar 
Hossain, president of the foundation 
comprising mostly students.“Every Friday, 

they will come here to learn basic literacy 
and numeracy at their leisure time as we 
have arranged the lessons for free,” he 
said.  

Abdur Rahim from Elisha, who is 
engaged in fishing for around 20 years, is 
one of the students of the school. 

“Earlier it was beyond my imagination 
that I would get the chance to learn how 
to read and write. Now they (voluntary 
teachers) have opened a good opportunity 
for us. After learning barnamala [Bangla 
alphabet], I will first write my name and 
that of the motherland,” said Rahim.   “We 
are grateful to the foundation for giving us 
such an opportunity. If we learn how to 
read and write and count properly, it will 
be helpful for our trade. Often we have to 
depend on others for counting cash and 
fish, especially when the amounts are 
big,” said fishermen Hasan.    “Now we 
have a school. I want to take lessons here 
during the gaps between fishing periods,” 
said fisherman Bulbul, another student 
of the school. Fishermen have to pass 
two to three months without work every 
year, and the time can be used for gaining 
literacy, said several fishermen. 

Fishermen holding new books pose for photograph in front of the school set up for 

them near Elisha Ferry Ghat on the bank of the Meghna in Bhola Sadar upazila on 

February 21. Behind them are volunteers of East Elisha Foundation who took the 

benevolent initiative. PHOTO: STAR

Entrusted with development, 

it destroys hills, graveyard
CHTDB razed twenty hills and damaged ancestral property, including a graveyard 
and orchards, of nearly fifty families, but its bylaws do not have provision for paying 
compensation toward damage or land acquisition
SANJOY KUMAR BARUA, Bandarban

Yet another development authority, 
Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Board 
(CHTDB), is allegedly flouting environmental 
laws of the country. 

Without obtaining any approval from the 
Department of Environment (DoE), the CHTDB 
has allegedly razed at least twenty hills to the 
ground for building a road, 20 kilometres in 
length, between Rowangchhari and Ruma upazilas 
in Bandarban.

Moreover, at least ten graves in a graveyard, 
a huge number of trees planted by around fifty 
families and their Jhum house were also destroyed 
to make way for the road that is being built right 
through two remote villages -- Khamtang Para in 
Rowangchhari and Chanda Para in Ruma, said 
the villagers.

Surprisingly, under bylaws of the CHTDB, 
there is no room for monetary compensation 
for land or property acquisitioned or damaged 
by the CHTDB.    

The CHTDB is constructing the road at a cost 
of Tk 48 crore after foundation stone of the work 
was laid on February 1, 2019 by Bir Bahadur 
Ushwe Sing, the minister for Chittagong Hill 
Tracts Affairs. 

The affected families alleged that they were not 
offered any sort of compensation for the damage 
they incurred. 

Rather, when they tried to raise objection to 
the destruction of their property, including the 
graveyard, workers of the contractor threatened 
them with severe consequences including 
demolition of the remainder of their property 
in the area and filing of criminal cases against 
the villagers. 

Rowangchhari’s Khamtang Para resident 
Menthon Khyang, 40, said the grave of his 
younger brother, Akhui Khyang, and graves of 
another 10 to 11 villagers were destroyed during 
the road work. 

Alleging that the workers destroyed and 
desecrated their graveyard, Irin Khyang of the 
same area said, “They threatened us saying that all 
our houses in the Para will be demolished if we 
raise objection to government work.”

The CHTDB destroyed their ancestral Jhum 
(agricultural) land where they grew turmeric, 
mango, banana and bamboo, said Shama U 
Marma, headman of Chanda Mouza in Ruma.

“When we tried to protest, they threatened us 
with filing of [criminal] cases... How would we 
survive in the hills without the Jhum?” he added.

Mong Nu Marma, from Chanda Para, said 
“The development board has damaged my 
Jhum house.”

Khamtang Para resident Aung Thowai 
Khyang said, “Around twenty families in our 
neighbourhood were badly affected as the CHTDB 
destroyed their fruit gardens.”

Expressing concerns for safety of the villagers, 
especially of their children and the elderly, Chai 
Thui Khyang of the village said since the road has 

left steep sides of partially cut hills while bisecting 
their village from end to end, the villagers have 
been subjected to fatalities and injuries due to 
landslides or road accidents. 

“Our lives are in jeopardy now. We are feeling 
extremely unsafe,” he also said. 

Contacted, AKM Samiul Alam Kursy, senior 
chemist at DoE and the authorised DoE official 
overseeing its affairs in Bandarban, said, “We 
had been unaware of the hill cutting by the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Board as 
they [CHTDB] did not seek any approval for the 
work from DoE.” 

Asked how the news of such a violation during 
a major road work, being carried out for over a 
year now, did not reach the DoE, he said the DoE 
is short-staffed and for that reason, they usually 
are not able to investigate an alleged violation 
unless they receive formal complaints. 

Samiul however said, “We will look into the 
matter as soon as possible and take action against 
them [CHTDB].” 

Cutting of hills without the approval of 
concerned authorities has been made prohibited 
under the Bangladesh Environment Conservation 
Act 1995, amended in 2000. 

According to the law, a first offence of 
cutting hills without approval is punishable by 
imprisonment of up to two years or a fine of Tk 
2 lakh or both. For a subsequent offence, the 
penalty is up to ten years’ imprisonment, a fine of 
Tk 10 lakh or both.

Indiscriminate hill cutting is one of the major 

causes of landslides in hills, according to green 
activists and experts. In June 2017 alone, the CHT 
experienced massive landslides that claimed over 
150 lives.

Zumlian Amlai, chairperson of Bandarban 
chapter of Parbatya Chattogram Forest and 
Land Rights Protection, an environmental rights 
advocacy organisation, said, “Over the years, 
many hills in Bandarban were destroyed through 
this practice. If it isn’t stopped, the hills that still 
remain will surely disappear soon.”

Commenting on building the new road 
at the expense of the environment as well as 
ancestral property of locals, he said, “The main 
beneficiary of this road will be stone thieves and 
illegal loggers.” 

With regards to providing compensation 
to the affected villagers, CHTDB Deputy 
Secretary Harunur Rashid confirmed that 
budgetary allocation for compensation against 
land acquisition is not permissible as per the 
CHTDB bylaws.  

When this paper drew attention of CHTDB 
Project Director Abdul Aziz to the damage caused 
to ancestral property of locals, including their 
graveyard and orchards, during the construction 
of the road between Rowangchhari and Ruma 
upazilas, he admitted that some families were 
affected during the construction of the road. 

“Although there is no provision for 
compensation from the Development Board, we 
are mulling over what can be done for the affected 
families,” he added.  

The residents of Khamtang Para in 

Bandarban’s Rowangchhari upazila can 

only stare at the remaining graves in their 

graveyard through which a road is being built. 

Left, the same road rips right through a mango 

orchard on ancestral land of locals in Ruma 

upazila. 
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