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Entrusted with development,
it destroys hills, graveyard

CHTDB razed twenty hills and damaged ancestral property, including a graveyard
and orchards, of nearly fifty families, but its bylaws do not have provision for paying
compensation toward damage or

Sanjoy KuMAR BARUA, Bandarban

Yet  another  development  authority,
Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Board
(CHTDB), is allegedly flouting environmental
laws of the country.

Without obtaining any approval from the
Department of Environment (DoE), the CHTDB
has allegedly razed at least twenty hills to the
ground for building a road, 20 kilometres in
length, between Rowangchhari and Ruma upazilas
in Bandarban.

Moreover, at least ten graves in a graveyard,
a huge number of trees planted by around fifty
families and their Jhum house were also destroyed
to make way for the road that is being built right
through two remote villages -- Khamtang Para in
Rowangchhari and Chanda Para in Ruma, said
the villagers.

Surprisingly, under bylaws of the CHTDB,
there is no room for monetary compensation
for land or property acquisitioned or damaged
by the CHTDB.

The CHTDB is constructing the road at a cost
of Tk 48 crore after foundation stone of the work
was laid on February 1, 2019 by Bir Bahadur
Ushwe Sing, the minister for Chittagong Hill
Tracts Affairs.

The affected families alleged that they were not
offered any sort of compensation for the damage
they incurred.

Rather, when they tried to raise objection to
the destruction of their property, including the
graveyard, workers of the contractor threatened
them with severe consequences including
demolition of the remainder of their property
in the area and filing of criminal cases against
the villagers.

Rowangchhari’'s Khamtang Para resident
Menthon Khyang, 40, said the grave of his
younger brother, Akhui Khyang, and graves of
another 10 to 11 villagers were destroyed during
the road work.

Alleging that the workers destroyed and
desecrated their graveyard, Irin Khyang of the
same area said, “They threatened us saying that all
our houses in the Para will be demolished if we
raise objection to government work.”

The CHTDB destroyed their ancestral Jhum
(agricultural) land where they grew turmeric,
mango, banana and bamboo, said Shama U
Marma, headman of Chanda Mouza in Ruma.

“When we tried to protest, they threatened us
with filing of [criminal] cases... How would we
survive in the hills without the Jhrum?” he added.

Mong Nu Marma, from Chanda Para, said
“The development board has damaged my
Jhum house.”

Khamtang Para resident Aung Thowai
Khyang said, “Around twenty families in our
neighbourhood were badly affected as the CHTDB
destroyed their fruit gardens.”

Expressing concerns for safety of the villagers,
especially of their children and the elderly, Chai
Thui Khyang of the village said since the road has

land acquisition

their village from end to end, the villagers have
been subjected to fatalities and injuries due to
landslides or road accidents.

“Our lives are in jeopardy now. We are feeling
extremely unsafe,” he also said.

Contacted, AKM Samiul Alam Kursy, senior
chemist at DoE and the authorised DoE official
overseeing its affairs in Bandarban, said, “We
had been unaware of the hill cutting by the
Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Board as
they [CHTDB] did not seek any approval for the
work from DoE.”

Asked how the news of such a violation during
a major road work, being carried out for over a
year now, did not reach the DoE, he said the DoE
is short-staffed and for that reason, they usually
are not able to investigate an alleged violation
unless they receive formal complaints.

Samiul however said, “We will look into the
matter as soon as possible and take action against
them [CHTDB].”

Cutting of hills without the approval of
concerned authorities has been made prohibited
under the Bangladesh Environment Conservation
Act 1995, amended in 2000.

According to the law, a first offence of
cutting hills without approval is punishable by
imprisonment of up to two years or a fine of Tk
2 lakh or both. For a subsequent offence, the
penalty is up to ten years’ imprisonment, a fine of
Tk 10 lakh or both.

Indiscriminate hill cutting is one of the major
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The residents of Khamtang Para in
Bandarban’s Rowangchhari upazila can

only stare at the remaining graves in their
graveyard through which a road is being built.
Left, the same road rips right through a mango
orchard on ancestral land of locals in Ruma
upazila.
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causes of landslides in hills, according to green
activists and experts. In June 2017 alone, the CHT
experienced massive landslides that claimed over
150 lives.

Zumlian Amlai, chairperson of Bandarban
chapter of Parbatya Chattogram Forest and
Land Rights Protection, an environmental rights
advocacy organisation, said, “Over the years,
many hills in Bandarban were destroyed through
this practice. If it isn't stopped, the hills that still
remain will surely disappear soon.”

Commenting on building the new road
at the expense of the environment as well as
ancestral property of locals, he said, “The main
beneficiary of this road will be stone thieves and
illegal loggers.”

With regards to providing compensation
to the affected villagers, CHTDB Deputy
Secretary Harunur Rashid confirmed that
budgetary allocation for compensation against
land acquisition is not permissible as per the
CHTDB bylaws.

When this paper drew attention of CHTDB
Project Director Abdul Aziz to the damage caused
to ancestral property of locals, including their
graveyard and orchards, during the construction
of the road between Rowangchhari and Ruma
upazilas, he admitted that some families were
affected during the construction of the road.

“Although there is no provision for
compensation from the Development Board, we
are mulling over what can be done for the affected
families,” he added.
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is rising, and so is the death toll. We must
take preventive measures. We are advising
the government and the government
is taking measures. We have told the
government that no one should travel
outside the country unless there are
unavoidable circumstances. Also, there
must be restrictions in issuance of visas
to foreigners. Only those who are certified
‘coronavirus free’ can be issued visa.”

The Ekushey Padak winner professor said
enhanced virus screening at airports, and
river, sea, and land ports should be ensured,
especially since the number of coronavirus
patients is rising in neighbouring India.

“The government is taking necessary
measures. Stronger measures will be taken
If anyone is found to be infected.”

Abdullah, who is the personal physician
of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, said the
capital’s Kuwait Friendship Hospital with
200 beds had been prepared in case the
virus is detected in a patient. They cannot
be admitted to a general hospital.

Asked what other preparations have
been taken for the rest of the country, he
said, “The government has formed top
level committees and there are district and
upazila level committees. If an infection is
suspected anywhere, there are ambulances
to bring the patient to Dhaka.

“It is not possible to provide treatment
all over the country. Also, doctors and
nurses may get scared. Therefore, the
facilities are being prepared in Dhaka.”

He said many people wonder how
Bangladesh would prevent an outbreak
when a country like China had been
struggling to contain the spread.

“I want to say, we would be able to tackle
coronavirus because of the way we are
taking preparations.”

However, detecting a patient in a remote
area would be difficult, he said.

“First of all, a cold or cough would
not warrant medical tests. We are
keeping contact details of those who are
coming from abroad and asking them to
quarantine themselves for 14 days. If they
have a cold or cough within this time, then
they are advised to call these numbers:
01927711784, 01927711785, 01937000011,
and 01937110011.

“If they call, the team in the district or
upazila will collect the person’s sample
and send it to IEDCR. It is neither wise nor
possible to conduct the tests anywhere but
IEDCR. If the situation changes drastically,
then there would be a need to prepare
specialised hospitals outside Dhaka. There
are separate wards or beds kept at some
places.

Asked about the country’s ability to cope
with an outbreak, he said, “If anyone is
found infected, more enhanced measures
will be taken. It is not possible to keep
everything prepared beforehand. We did
not have the virus detection kits before,
now we have the kits. Masks and gowns are
being readied. The government is capable,
our doctors are capable.

The US State Department on Tuesday
put Bangladesh and 24 other countries
in a list of “high-priority countries” in
the coronavirus fallout. It announced a
commitment of $37 million to help those
countries, including Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Kenya, South Africa, Indonesia, Iraq, the
Philippines, and Zambia.

Referring to that, he said, “Since the virus
has spread all over the world, they are saying
this. The risks cannot be denied. We need

to ensure proper screening. If something
happens, measures will be taken accordingly.”

He added that there was no shortage of
medicines, kits, masks and gowns.

The professor also reminded people the
mortality rate from coronavirus was low.
“Only those who are aged and are suffering
from other complications need to take
extra precautions.”

“Do not touch anything without
washing your hands after returning home
from outside. Do not eat anything without
properly cooking them. In case of sneezing
or coughing, use tissue papers and burn
the papers after use. There are personal
protections that need to be maintained. For
taking care of domestic animals, one must
wear gloves and a gown. If any animal is
sick and feeble it has to be separated from
the lot.”

A noble initiative for

fishermen'’s literacy
Volunteers set up ‘Jele Bidyaloy’
in remote Bhola

M JAHIRUL ISLAM JEWEL, from Bhola

Fishermen of Elisha village and nearby areas
in Bhola Sadar upazila can now aspire to
be literate as a group of local youths under
the banner of East Elisha Foundation, a
voluntary organisation, started a school
for them.The school named ‘Jele Bidyaloy’
(school for fishermen) saw opening on
February 21, the International Mother
Language Day, on the bank of the Meghna
River near Elisha Ferry Ghat, a site for
anchoring trawlers. Twenty-two fishermen,
who attended the introductory discussion
and maiden lessons, showed keen interest
in learning.

Following instructions from the voluntary
teachers, they read aloud from a book on
primary literacy and wrote a few letters with
chalks at the set-up made with wood and
bamboo. “We had been planning for long
to spread the light of education among the
illiterate fishermen. Finally we succeeded
in starting the modest school in the month
of the Language Movement,” said Anwar
Hossain, president of the foundation
comprising mostly students.”Every Friday,
they will come here to learn basic literacy
and numeracy at their leisure time as we
have arranged the lessons for free,” he said.

Abdur Rahim from Elisha, who is
engaged in fishing for around 20 years, is
one of the students of the school.

“Earlier it was beyond my imagination
that T would get the chance to learn how
to read and write. Now they (voluntary
teachers) have opened a good opportunity
for us. After learning barnamala [Bangla
alphabet|, I will first write my name and
that of the motherland,” said Rahim. “We
are grateful to the foundation for giving us
such an opportunity. If we learn how to
read and write and count propertly, it will
be helpful for our trade. Often we have to
depend on others for counting cash and
fish, especially when the amounts are big,”
said fishermen Hasan. “Now we have a
school. T want to take lessons here during
the gaps between fishing periods,” said
fisherman Bulbul, another student of the
school. Fishermen have to pass two to three
months without work every year, and the
time can be used for gaining literacy, said
several fishermen.

12 cops sued over sexual harassment
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They also filmed the incident. As she
screamed for help, they said they
would release the footage on YouTube.

At one stage, the plaintiff's husband
came home. The three beat him up
and took him away.

The complainant on February 20
went to Jatrabari Police Station to file
a case over the attempted rape. Police
on the same day detained Miraz,
Sohel and Zihad.

The complainant said SI Osman
demanded Tk 1 lakh for filing the
case. He made the demand saying that
the OC would not record the case if
he was not given the money. Later, her
husband gave the SI Tk 5,000.

Talking to The Daily Star yesterday,

OC Mazharul said, “The complainant
neither came to me for filing a case
nor contacted me over the phone.”

He said a group of people had sued
previous two OCs of the police station
for harassment. He suspected that the
same group accused him in the case.
SECOND CASE
Another woman from the capital’s
Dakshinkhan area filed the second
case with the Women and Children
Repression Prevention Tribunal-5 in
Dhaka against Sikder Md Shamim
Hossain, OC of Dakshinkhan Police
Station, and 10 others over harassing
her sexually.

The other accused are sub-inspectors
Abdul Kadir and Arif Hossain, assistant
sub-inspectors Abdul Rup and Nurul

She

theacused.

Islam, constables Monirul Islam, Jayen
Uddin, Towfiq, Runa Akter, and Yeasmin # L)
Akter of the same police station, and the

complainant’s stepmother.

The court recorded the complainant’s
statement and asked the Police Bureau
of Investigation to conduct an enquiry.

The complainant stated that OC
Shamim and the other cops entered
her house in Dakshinkhan’s Ashkona
Purbapara area on March 2 and
sexually harassed her. The accused
also assaulted her family members,
including her husband and daughter.
said her stepmother gave
money to the policemen to “teach
her a lesson” as she had enmity with
her. This paper could not contact all
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