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Reopen RMG factory
Workers demand 

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Workers of a closed readymade garment factory in Ashulia 
demonstrated yesterday, demanding resumption of the 
plant and increase in their pay.

Under the banner of National Garments Workers 
Federation, around 200 workers of Ducati Apparels Ltd at 
Kathgora brought out a protest possession on Nabinagar-
Chandra highway around 10am from Baipail area.

Later, they staged a rally and sit-in in front of Ashulia 
Press Club for one-and-a-half hours.

The authorities shut down the factory on February 
24 without any prior notice, rendering the workers 
unemployed.

“After losing our jobs we went to the Department of 
Inspections for Factories and Establishments (DIFE) on 
February 26 to place our demands, but to no avail,” said 
a worker.

Foridul Islam, president of National Garments 
Worker Federation (Ashulia unit), said Ducati Apparels 
manufactures sweaters and its owners pay workers in piece 
rates.

Under the deal, the workers were supposed to be paid 
Tk 22 each for per product. However, they got just Tk 16, 
claimed Foridul.

“If the workers’ logical demands are not met within 
24 hours, we will surround the factory owner’s house on 
March 6,” said Foridul Islam.

The Daily Star tried to contact factory Manager (Admin) 
Kazi Hassan over phone, but he did not response to the 
calls.

He only sent an SMS that read, “I will talk later.”

Workers of Ducati Apparels Ltd rally in front of Ashulia 

Press Club yesterday. PHOTO: COLLECTED

Drumstick (sajna) trees in different areas of Khulna have started to bloom. Slowly maturing into peak form, they have started to bear flowers, 

predicting a good yield for this season. In this photo taken yesterday, a bee is seen eagerly inching towards a drumstick flower, looking to sip 

on some of its sweet nectar. PHOTO: DIPANKAR ROY

Teacher, 2-yr-old daughter 
die in road accident
STAR REPORT

In another day of tragedy on the road, 
five people were killed and at least 24 
injured in separate accidents across the 
country yesterday, report our district 
correspondents.

In Noakhali’s Begumganj, school teacher 
Poly Rani Majumdar (37) and  her two-
year-old daughter Mittika Dey Midi died 
after a pick-up van collided head-on with 
a CNG-run  auto-rickshaw carrying them. 

Deceased Poly Rani was an assistant 
teacher of Alipur Government Primary 
School. Two school students  were also 
injured in the incident. Their identities could 
not be confirmed as of filing this report.

The accident occurred in Majumdarhat 
area around 9am,  locals said. 

Chowmuhani Highway Police’s SI Ripon 
said police have seized the pick-up and the 
CNG auto-rickshaw.

Meanwhile in Dinajpur, seven people of 
an upazila chairperson’s  entourage were 
injured after the microbus carrying them 
fell into a  roadside ditch at Ambari area in 
Parbatipur upazila in the morning.

The  injured are Minfuzur Rahman, 
chairman of Kalai upazila; Talukdar  Belal, 
former mayor of Kalai municipality; Ali 
Akbar, chairman of  Ahmedabad Union 
under Kalai upazila; Ziaur Rahman, 
chairman of Zindapur  UP; Saiful Islam, 
joint convener of Kalai upazila BCL; Nayan 
Chowdhury,  GS of Udoypur AL; and driver 
Saifur Rahman.

They were taken to M Abdur Rahim 
Medical College Hospital for treatment.

Police  said they were coming to 
Dinajpur from Joypurhat with JS Whip 

Abu  Sayeed Al Mahmood Swapon, 
also lawmaker of Joypurhat-2 and  
organaisational secretary of AL, who was 
travelling in another vehicle.

In Faridpur, a bus driver was killed and 
15 others were injured after a Dhaka-bound 
bus collided with a truck at Maligram 
Kolatola under Bhanga upazila.

Deceased Masud Mia (50) hailed from 
Patuakhali and worked as a driver for 
Mallik Paribahan.

Md Anish, SI of Bhanga Highway Police 
Station, said, “The accident occurred on 
the Dhaka-Khulna Highway around noon. 
The collision killed Masud on the spot. 
The injured were taken to Faridpur Medical 
College Hospital. Police seized the bus.”

In Brahmanbaria, an on-duty police 
constable was killed after being run over 
by a speeding truck at Khariala bus stand 
under Ashuganj upazila in the afternoon.

The deceased is Syed Hossain (58) of 
Ashuganj Police Station.

Jabed Mahmud, OC of the station, 
said a team of police, including constable 
Hossain, were carrying out their night duty 
in the area from Ashuganj Toll-plaza to 
Bogoir bus stand. Around 4am, a speeding 
truck hit the victim and killed him on the 
spot.

In Jamalpur, Habibur Rahman Habu 
(70) was killed after being run over by a 
truck at Beltia Jangalpara area. The accident 
occurred as he was crossing a road around 
1pm. Suddenly, a sand-laden truck hit him, 
leaving him dead on the spot, said Tariq 
Ahmed, SI of Sadar Police Station.

Police seized the truck but the driver 
managed to flee, said the SI.

BNP seeks deferral 
of CCC polls
Party mayor candidate submits 
5-point demand to EC
ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

BNP’s mayoral candidate Shahadat Hossain demanded that 
the Election  Commission change the date of Chattogram 
City Corporation (CCC) elections as many people may 
leave the city getting a three-day weekend  before the polls 
day.

He said the election should be held on March 31 instead 
of March 29.

He  also demanded that army should be deployed for 
safeguarding electronic  voting machines (EVM) in every 
booth and preventing vote rigging. Also,  presiding officers’ 
power of casting vote should be reduced to 1 percent  from 
existing 5; no one should be allowed on the premises of 
polling  centres without NIDs and a summary of the polls 
has to be provided to  the candidates by 5:30pm on the 
polls day.

Shahadat called on Mohammad Hasanuzzaman, 
returning officer (RO) of CCC polls, at his office yesterday 
and made the demands.

Contacted,  Shahadat said he argued for changing the 
polls date as he thinks voter  turnout will be very poor if 
the date is not changed.

“March 26 is  a national holiday and the following 
two days are Friday and Saturday,”  he told The Daily Star, 
adding, “Many people may go outside the city to  their 
village homes on this three-day weekend. If the Election  
Commission wants to increase voter turnout, it should 
change the date.”

About  his other demands, Shahadat said, “Army will be 
SEE PAGE 4 COL 3 

Dreams unfulfilled
2 Bangladeshis killed in KSA

MINTU DESHWARA

Md Zaker from Kulaura upazila of Moulvibazar grew up 
in a family with never-ending financial crisis. Around 
six months ago, the 20-year-old made the journey to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The dream was to work so hard 
that his family’s troubles end once and for all. With this in 
mind, he recently finished his driving training and was in 
line to receive a licence.

Abdul Mukit (40), a resident of Chharagaon village in 
the same district, had been living in KSA for the last 10 
years. His visa had recently expired. On Tuesday, he met 
up with Zaker and friend Shawan (19) and decided to visit 
offices of the authorities concerned to get documents for 
their visa extension and driving licence.

However, all plans the duo had came to a screeching 
halt after they were killed in a road crash. 

On the Jeddah highway, the rented car carrying them 
turned over after one of its wheels came off. This killed 
Zaker and Mukit on the spot and injured Shawan. 

The suddenness of this accident is a big blow for both 
of the Bangladeshi men’s families. Zaker’s father Nasim 
Uddin said, “He was the oldest of my six children. I had to 
sell my land and take loan from relatives to get him there.” 

“On the night before the accident, he called me and 
said he will start work after he gets his driving licence. He 
said he wants to start sending money home as soon as 
possible,” he said, clearly in pain.

On the phone call, Zaker told his father, “We will finally 
be relieved of all our woes.” 

But there’s no way that dream can come true now, 
Nasim despaired.

Mukit had left home around ten years ago. His home 
in Chharagaon was kept alive by his wife, son, and two 
daughters. Mukit’s cousin Abdus Sukkur last talked to him 
on Saturday afternoon. 

“The family is fully dependent on Mukit’s money,” 
Sukkur lamented. 

Ever since the news arrived, Mukit’s heartbroken 
parents are spending their time sitting in the backyard 
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Twenty-five tokay geckos, which were 
rescued from Sylhet’s Zakiganj upazila 
in December last year, were released 
at the district’s Khadimnagar National 
Park yesterday afternoon.  

Following a court order, the geckos 
were released in the forest said Islam 
Uddin, forest ranger in Sylhet.

On December 1 last year, law 
enforcers rescued 28 tokay geckos from 
a house at the upazila’s Mobinpur area 
and arrested one Bilal Ahmed who was 
keeping them with him, said Paritosh 
Paul, sub-inspector of Zakiganj Police 
Station.

Trading and selling wild geckos is a 
punishable crime, he added.

A safe home for geckos

PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIRThis little fellow is among the 25 rescued geckos.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3 

2nd Edition

Digital archive 
on partition 
opens at Netaji 
Subhas univ
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A digital repository on 
the partition containing 
writings and memories 
of people who have 
experienced 1947 and 1971 
was inaugurated by Netaji 
Subhas Open University, 
India.

The university’s Centre 
for Language, Translation 
and Cultural Studies 
developed the archive that 
was opened during the third 
international conference 
titled “Partition Katha”, 
held in Kolkata recently.

Audios and videos  
narrating historic incidents 
are available at the 
repository and researchers 
will be able to use those 
from the university website.

Indian litterateur Debesh 
Roy was present as special 
guest at the opening 
ceremony presided over 
by the university Vice 
Chancellor Prof Subha 
Sankar Sarkar.

Bangladesh Open 
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