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Habibul Haque
CITY DESK

Today is the 
18th death 
anniversary 
of Syed Md 
Habibul 
Haque, 
founder 
managing director of 
Crystal Insurance Company 
Ltd, who hailed from 
Chakher area in Barishal, 
says a press release.

On this day in 2002, he 
passed away due to heart 
failure at Shikder Medical 
College Hospital, Dhaka.

Board of directors, 
shareholders, executives, 
officers and staff of the 
insurance company prayed 
for eternal peace of the 
departed soul.  

SA Bari’s death 
anniv today
CITY DESK

Today is the 
34th death 
anniversary 
of SA Bari, 
former 
deputy prime 
minister, says 
a press release.

On the occasion, 
meetings will be held and 
prayers will be offered at 
his home and mosque.

Bari was born in 
Dinajpur on March 28, 
1927. He was elected 
VP of central student 
parliament of Dhaka 
University in 1953-54. In 
1971, he participated in the 
Liberation War.

HC refuses to hear 
FROM PAGE 3
be included in its today’s cause-list for hearing, Barrister 
Suman told The Daily Star.

On Sunday, Md Mahfuzur Rahman, an apprentice 
lawyer, submitted the writ petition to the HC challenging 
the legality of the central bank’s decision that instructed 
the scheduled banks to set a maximum nine percent 
interest rate on all loans except credit cards.

In the petition, he prayed to the HC to issue a rule upon 
the respondents to explain why the direction issued by the 
bank on February 24 should not be declared illegal.

The finance secretary, Bangladesh Bank governor 
and its general manager (banking regulation and policy 
department) have been made respondents to the prayed 
rule.

The petitioner also requested the HC to stay all operation 
of the direction till disposal of the rule.

In the writ petition, Mahfuzur Rahman said the central 
bank’s February 24 decision may severely affect the already 
suffering banking sector and such restriction about 
reducing the interest rate is unlawful against establishment 
of financial policies and international practices of free 
market economy.  

An ominous
FROM PAGE 3
added to the updated voter list.

At the programme, Law Minister Anisul Huq in his 
speech as chief guest, urged all to research how to use state-
of-the-art technologies like Electronic Voting Machine in 
the election process. 

“Invent such a technology so that people can cast their 
vote online from their home,” he said.

Set up public 
FROM PAGE 3
“All development activities 
are being conducted with 
public money; therefore, it 
is the responsibility of the 
government for such public 
service,” he said.

He urged PHM 
Bangladesh and other 
authorities concerned to 
recommend the government 
in taking such initiative as 
early as possible.

PHM Bangladesh 
President Zakir Hossain 
urged the two newly elected 
mayors of the city to give first 
priority on the issue in their 
next one year programme.

PHM Coordinator 
Aminur Rasul read out 
a keynote paper at the 
discussion.

His recommendations 
include building separate 
public toilets for male 
and female; forming local 
committees to monitor 
cleanliness of those toilets; 
charging toilet users within 
Tk 5; providing free water 
and electricity services to 
public toilets; ensuring 
adequate management of 
public toilets at different 
places including transport 
terminals; setting up 
adequate public toilets 
in each market; resuming 
closed toilets and making 
people aware of using 
public toilets properly.

Tabith files lawsuit
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amid irregularities and corruption, adding that on the day, 
a satisfactory number of voters did not turn up to cast their 
votes.

Tabith also alleged that the election commissioner, in 
collusion with others, declared Atiqul the mayor of DNCC.

He also appealed to the tribunal to declare election 
process for the post of mayor in the DNCC polls 2020 void 
and order for a fresh election.

Appeal for help
CITY DESK

Mohammad 
Omar 
Faruque, 
deputy 
director of 
SCI’s HIV 
programme, 
met with a dreadful 
accident on April 13, 2019. 
The bike carrying him was 
hit by a truck, which then 
ran over the lower part of 
his body, smashing his hip 
bone.

After nine months in 
hospitals in Dhaka and 
Bangkok and eight grueling 
operations, Faruq has 
graduated from bed to 
wheelchair. However, it took 
the family all its savings, 
and yet it was not enough. 
Finally, their family and 
friends stepped in to raise a 
total of around Tk 50 lakh.

However, another Tk 50 
lakh is needed in treatment 
cost if Faruque is to get 
back to full health and start 
living a normal life with his 
wife and two sons. With this 
money, Faruq can return to 
his former, beaming self, 
sporting his trademarked 
smile, said relatives and 
friends, who requested the 
well-off sections of society 
to lend a helping hand.

Assistance can be sent to:
A/C name: Mohammad 

Omar Faruque; A/C 
number: 1161030040837; 
Dutch-Bangla Bank, 
Gulshan Branch; Routing 
number: 090261725; 
SWIFT code: DBBLBDDH. 

Bkash account number: 
01730311691 (personal)  

Delhi violence
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country’s non-communal and democratic values, said the 
council’s General Secretary Rana Dasgupta.

Its leaders said although seven decades already passed 
after the Indian subcontinent had been divided based 
on religion, problems relating to communalism are still 
getting worse and complicated in the region.

With Dr Neem Chandra Bhowmik in the chair, 
the meeting was addressed, among others, by Subrata 
Chowdhury and Kajal Debnath.

CJ for quick disposal
FROM PAGE 3
then madrasa principal Siraj Ud Doula, on 
March 27 last year. Her mother filed a case 
against Siraj, who was later sacked, arrested 
and sent to jail.

A Feni court on October 24 last year 
handed down death sentence to all 16 
accused, including Siraj Ud Doula and two 
expelled local Awami League leaders, over 
the murder, an incident that shocked the 
nation.

The accused burnt Nusrat by pouring 
kerosene on her in a planned way, and they 
deserve exemplary and harshest punishment, 
the trial court said while delivering the 

judgement in a packed courtroom.
The documents of the murder case 

reached the HC on October 29 last year, as 
a death reference to examine the trial court 
verdict.

If a lower court sentences any person to 
death in a case, its judgement is examined 
by the HC through hearing arguments for 
confirmation of the death sentence. The case 
documents and judgement reach as death 
reference to the HC from the lower court in 
seven days after the latter delivers the verdict.

Later on, convicts Siraj Ud Doula filed 
separate appeals with the HC, seeking 
acquittal of the charges.

Germany
FROM PAGE 5
“I am deeply moved by their plight. Such ethnic cleansings 
and crimes against humanity are unacceptable,” he said.

Germany will provide 15 million euros in additional 
funding for education and sanitation measures to help the 
Rohingya refugees living in the camps in Bangladesh as 
well as the communities hosting them.

The minister also said Europe should now “seriously 
consider” imposing further sanctions, such as visa 
restrictions or trade sanctions.  

Army chief inaugurates 
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Lalmonirhat to provide necessary training, 
General Aziz Ahmed said, adding that new 
and modern infrastructures will also be 
built there to increase the power of Army 
Aviation. The Army Aviation Group is a 
specialised institution of Bangladesh Army. 
An Army Aviation School was established 
in Dhaka in 2012 as a sister organisation of 

Army Aviation Group.  
Among others, Lt Gen Shamsul Haque, 

Quartermaster-General (QMG); Maj Gen 
Md Abu Syed Siddique, Master General of 
Ordnance; Maj Gen Md Nazrul Islam, GOC, 
66 Infantry Division, Rangpur Cantonment; 
Abu Jafar, deputy commissioner, 
Lalmonirhat; and Abida Sultana, 
superintendent of police were present.

2nd Edition

Solidarity with Maria Ressa
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Monika Eigensperger, director of radio, 
Austrian Broadcasting Corporation (ORF), 
Austria; Stephen Gitagama, group CEO, 
Nation Media Group, Kenya; Kadri Gürsel, 
chair, IPI Turkey National Committee, 
Turkey; Sami El Haj, head, Human Rights 
and Public Liberties Desk, Aljazeera 
Media Network, Qatar; Kim Fletcher, 
editor, The British Journalism Review, UK; 
Johannes Hano, bureau chief, ZDF German 
Television (New York/Canada), Germany; 
David Jordan, director, Editorial Policy, 
BBC, UK; Hiroshi Komatsu, editor-in-chief, 
The Mainichi Shimbun, Japan; Daoud 
Kuttab, director general, Community 
Media Network, and founder, AmmanNet, 
Jordan; Wada Maida, chairman, People’s 

Media Limited, Nigeria; Riyad Mathew, 
editor, Malayala Manorama and The Week, 
India; Kaius Niemi, senior editor-in-chief, 
Helsingin Sanomat, Finland; Khadija 
Patel, editor-in-chief, Mail and Guardian, 
South Africa; Virginia Pérez Alonso, deputy 
editor-in-chief, Publico.es, and chair, 
Platform for the Defence of Free Expression 
(PDLI), Spain; Markus Spillmann, founder 
and CEO, SPILLMANN Media Strategy 
Management GmbH, Switzerland; Martha 
Steffens, professor, SABEW Chair in Business 
and Financial Reporting, University of 
Missouri School of Journalism, USA; Mahfuz 
Anam, editor and publisher, The Daily Star, 
Bangladesh; John Yearwood, deputy editor, 
Politico, USA; and Zaffar Abbas, editor, 
Dawn newspaper, Pakistan.  

Conserve water, soil to 
ensure dev: speakers
OUR CORRESPONDENT, M’singh

Speakers at a workshop yesterday said soil and water are 
essential for development, so these natural resources 
should be conserved.  

To feed the ever-growing population and work toward 
development, extensive pressure is being put on soil and 
water resources, they said at the workshop at  Faculty of 
Agriculture of Bangladesh Agricultural University.

The discussion titled “Draft Watershed Management 
Policy and Developing Implementation Framework” 
was organised by International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) and funded by Food and Agriculture 
Organization.


