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Speedy return of Bangladeshi refugees
John Kelly, the special representative of 

the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
in Bangladesh who has been in Bangladesh 
since August 1971, describes the quick 
implementation of the programme of the 
home-coming of refugees as an outstanding 
achievement. “It is remarkable,” he 
observes. 

The United Nations Relief Operation 
Dacca (UNROD) is currently assessing the 
relief needed for the rehabilitation of the 
returnees. 

Those returning are coming back 
through the recognised routes and are 
provided with two blankets per family, 14 
days’ food and a cash amount to meet the 
travel expenses from the transit centres in 
Bangladesh to their destinations. As many 
as 280 transit centres have been set up for 
them. The returnees are brought to the 
centres by buses and lorries from the camps 
in India. They are inoculated and registered 
at transit centres where they are also offered 
food until they are sent to their respective 
destinations. 

Indonesia recognises Bangladesh
Indonesia, the largest Muslim country 

in the world, recognises Bangladesh. 
Indonesia is the first Muslim nation to 
recognise the new-born country. 

This decision by Indonesia disproves 
Chinese Premier Chou En-Lai’s today’s 

claim -- “The fact that none of the Muslim 
countries have so far recognised the ‘so-
called’ Bangladesh shows that the Muslim 
world is condemning ‘Indian aggression’.”  

Prague buys jute on cash
Czechoslovakia has agreed to buy 

jute on cash payment from Bangladesh 
pending the conclusion of a barter trade 
agreement between the two countries. The 
Czechoslovakia trade team in Dhaka has 
agreed to purchase about 21,000 bales of 
jute.

Nationalisation programme on the cards
Syed Nazrul Islam, minister for 

industries and natural resources, declares 
that all key and heavy industries will 
be nationalised soon. However, the 
government has no plan to nationalise 
small and cottage industries. The objective 
of the government is to expand home, 
cottage and small industries at the village 
level, he adds. 

The importance of the cottage industries, 
he says, has enhanced because hundreds of 
women who have become widows during 
the Liberation War can be absorbed in 
these industries. No new big industries 
will be set up where demands can be met 
by the products of cottage industries, he 
emphasises. 

Sources: February 3, 1972 issues of 
Dainik Bangla, The Daily Ittefaq, The 
Azad, Morning News and The Bangladesh 
Observer.

Senate likely to acquit Trump
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John Bolton, acting White House chief of 
staff Mick Mulvaney and others.

Senate Democratic Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer called it a “grand 
tragedy.”

“America will remember this day -- a 
day when the United States Senate did not 
live up to its responsibilities, turned away 
from truth and instead went along with a 
sham trial,” Schumer said.

Nancy Pelosi, the Democratic speaker 
of the House of Representatives, which 
impeached Trump on December 18, 
accused Republicans who voted against 
allowing witnesses of being “accomplices 
to the president’s cover-up.”

“He is impeached forever,” Pelosi said. 
“There can be no acquittal without a trial. 
And there is no trial without witnesses, 
documents and evidence.”

Democrats had been eager to hear 
from Bolton following reports that he 
claims in an upcoming book to have 
been personally told by Trump that 
military aid to Ukraine was tied to Kiev 
investigating Joe Biden, his potential 
Democratic rival in November’s 
presidential election.

The charge is the crux of the case which 
led to Trump becoming just the third 
president in US history to be impeached 
by the House of Representatives.

Republican Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, a Trump ally, said 
House prosecutors, known as “managers,” 
had already presented enough evidence to 
make their case and there was no need for 
further witnesses.

“A majority of the US Senate has 
determined that the numerous witnesses 
and 28,000-plus pages of documents 
already in evidence are sufficient to judge 
the House Managers’ accusations and end 
this impeachment trial,” he said.

“There is no need for the Senate to re-
open the investigation,” he said. “Never 
in Senate history has this body paused an 
impeachment trial to pursue additional 
witnesses.”

McConnell said the Senate would 
resume as a court of impeachment at 
11:00 am (1600 GMT) on Monday to 
allow House prosecutors and White 
House lawyers to deliver their final 

arguments. Each side will have two hours 
to speak.

The Senate will then vote at 4:00 
pm on Wednesday on the two articles 
of impeachment passed last month by 
Democrats in the House.

- ‘Partisan nature’ -
With the focus shifting to the final 

vote, all eyes will be on whether any 
Democrats facing potential tough re-
election battles in November will vote to 
acquit the president.

Democratic Senator Doug Jones, for 
example, is facing what is shaping up to 
be a tough re-election fight in Alabama, 
a state which voted overwhelmingly for 
Trump in the 2016 election.

Democrats had been hoping to sway 
enough Republicans to support the 
call for further witnesses but efforts 
collapsed when Alaska Senator Lisa 
Murkowski said she would vote “no” to 
new testimony.

“Given the partisan nature of this 
impeachment from the very beginning 
and throughout, I have come to the 
conclusion that there will be no fair trial 
in the Senate,” Murkowski said.

“I don’t think the continuation of 
this process will change anything,” she 
added.

Republican Senator Lamar Alexander of 
Tennessee, who had also been considered 
a possible swing vote, also said there was 
no need for more evidence.

“It was inappropriate for the president 
to ask a foreign leader to investigate his 
political opponent and to withhold United 
States aid to encourage that investigation,” 
Alexander said.

“But the Constitution does not give 
the Senate the power to remove the 
president from office and ban him from 
this year’s ballot simply for actions that 
are inappropriate,” he said.

Before the Senate vote, Adam Schiff, 
the leader of the House impeachment 
prosecutors, made an impassioned last-
ditch argument for witnesses.

“A trial without witnesses is simply not 
a trial,” the California lawmaker said.

“This trial is supposed to be a quest for 
the truth,” he said. “Let’s not fear what we 
will learn.”

Iraqi president 
appoints Allawi
as new PM
REUTERS, Baghdad

Iraqi President Barham 
Salih yesterday appointed 
Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi 
as new prime minister, 
State TV reported, after 
squabbling political 
parties failed to name 
a candidate in the two 
months since the former 
premier was ousted by 
popular protests.

Allawi would run the 
country until early elections 
can be held. He must form 
a new government within a 
month.

Former Prime Minister 
Adel Abdul-Mahdi resigned 
in November amid mass 
anti-government unrest 
where hundreds of 
thousands of Iraqis took 
to the streets demanding 
the removal of Iraq’s 
political elite. Nearly 500 
protesters have been killed 
in a deadly crackdown by 
security forces.

Allawi was quoted 
by State TV as saying he 
would resign if political 
blocs sought to impose 
candidates for different 
ministries.

He also called on 
protesters to continue 
demonstrating until their 
demands are met.

However, protesters are 
likely to oppose him as 
prime minister.

For demonstrators who 
demand a removal of 
what they say is a corrupt 
ruling elite, the former 
communications minister 
under ex-premier Nuri 
al-Maliki -- who presided 
over the fall of multiple 
Iraqi cities to Islamic State 
in 2014 and is accused 
of pro-Shi’ite sectarian 
policies -- is part of the 
system and therefore 
unacceptable.

Iraq is facing its biggest 
crisis since the military 
defeat of Islamic State 
in 2017. A mostly Shi’ite 
popular uprising in 
Baghdad and the south 
challenges the country’s 
mainly Iran-backed 
Shi’ite Muslim ruling 
elite.

China’s isolation
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permanent residents... will be denied entry into the United 
States,” Health Secretary Alex Azar said.

Australia said it was barring entry to non-citizens 
arriving from China, while Australian citizens who had 
travelled there would be required to go into “self-isolation” 
for two weeks.

Vietnam suspended all flights from mainland China and 
Hong Kong effective from Saturday. Taiwan also initially 
appeared on the list of banned routes but references to the 
self-ruled island were later removed.

Similar expansive restrictions have been announced by 
countries including Italy, Singapore, and China’s northern 
neighbour Mongolia.

The United States, Japan, Britain, Germany and other 
nations had already advised their citizens not to travel to 
China.

Britain yesterday said it was temporarily withdrawing 
some diplomatic staff and their families from across the 
country, a day after the US State Department ordered 
embassy employees to send home family members under 
the age of 21.

Beijing insists it can contain the virus and called 
Washington’s advice against travel to China “unkind”.

“Certainly it is not a gesture of goodwill,” foreign 
ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying said.

The US emergency declaration also requires Americans 
returning from the ground zero Chinese province of Hubei 
to be placed in mandatory 14-day quarantine, and health 
screening for American citizens coming from other parts 
of China.

The virus emerged in early December and has been 
traced to a market in Hubei’s capital Wuhan that sold wild 
animals.

It spread globally on the wings of a Lunar New Year 
holiday rush that sees hundreds of millions of Chinese 
people travel domestically and overseas.

In a bid to stop the contagion, the government has 
extended the holiday through this weekend and urged 
people to avoid public gatherings.

Many provinces and cities have called on companies to 
remain closed for another week after the holiday ends on 
Monday.

The economic fallout continued Saturday as Apple 
announced that “out of an abundance of caution” its 
China stores would be closed until February 9.

With public anger mounting in China, Wuhan’s top 
official admitted late Friday that authorities there had 
acted too slowly.

“If strict control measures had been taken earlier 
the result would have been better than now,” said Ma 
Guoqiang, the Communist Party chief for Wuhan.

Wuhan officials have been criticised online for 
withholding information about the outbreak until late 
December despite knowing of it weeks earlier.

China finally lurched into action last week, effectively 
quarantining whole cities in Hubei and tens of millions 
of people.

Unprecedented safeguards imposed nationwide include 
postponing the return to school, cutting bus and train 
routes, and tightening health screening on travellers 
nationwide.

But the toll keeps mounting at an ever-increasing pace, 
with health authorities on Saturday saying 46 more people 
had died in the preceding 24 hours, all but one in Hubei.

Another 2,102 new infections were also confirmed, 
bringing the total to nearly 12,000 -- far higher than the 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome outbreak of 2002-03.

SARS, which is caused by a pathogen similar to the 
new coronavirus and also originated in China, killed 774 
people worldwide -- most of them in mainland China and 
Hong Kong.


