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3km illegal gas lines 
snapped in Ashulia
Two people jailed, factory fined

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

A mobile court of Savar upazila yesterday 
evicted three kilometers of illegal gas lines 
from Ghoshbagh area of Ashulia. 

The mobile court team, lead by 
executive magistrate Tajwar Akram Sakapi 
Ibne Sazzad, assistant commissioner of 
Dhaka, conducted the day-long drive in 
association with Titas Gas Transmission 
and Distribution Company Ltd.

During the drive, the team disconnected 
gas lines of around 2000 households, 
shops, markets and factories of the area.

They also seized pipes and other 
materials used to set up the connections, 
Abu Sadat Mohammad Sayem, Managing 
Engineer of Savar Titas Gas told The Daily 
Star. 

In addition, Purba Apparels Limited, 
an RMG company, was  fined TK 1 lakh 
for running their factory with illegal gas 
connection.

Cases will be filed with respective police 
stations against those found with the illegal 
connections, Sayem said.

The team also arrested two people, 
technicians Manik alias Alal (40) and Feroz 
(24) for their direct involvement in setting 
up the illegal connections. They were given 
one month jail each, Sayem added.

Earlier at midnight, locals saw four 
people setting up gas connections in the 
area. Sensing that something wrong was 
going on, they intervened and caught 
Manik  and Feroz red-handed, while the 
others managed to flee the scene.

The detainees are:  Mozibor Rahman 
Shahed, secretary of Yarpur Union Parishad 
AL, and Aslam,  a contractor.

Speaking to journalists, Manik and Feroz 
told journalists they were working under 
the directive of Mozibor and Aslam.

 The Daily Star tried reaching Mozibor, 
but found his phone switched off.

8 killed in road and 
train accidents
STAR REPORT

In a tragic day for commuters, eight people were killed in separate road 
and train accidents across the country in the last two days, report our 
correspondents.

In Sylhet city, a woman was killed in a road accident in Majortila area 
yesterday afternoon.

The deceased was identified as Kulsuma Begum (40) of Bateshwar in 
Sylhet’s Sadar upazila, reports our Sylhet correspondent.

The accident occurred around 3:30pm after the Bateshwar-bound 
human haulier carrying her plunged into a roadside ditch after a bus of 
Nagar Express hit it from behind, said Md Abdul Quaiyum, officer-in-
charge of Shahporan Police Station. The collision killed her on the spot.

This also injured five other passengers of the human haulier, but their 
identities could not be confirmed.

“Police recovered the body and sent it to Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical 
College Hospital for autopsy. The injured are undergoing treatment at the 
same hospital,” Quaiyum added.

Following the accident, locals blocked the road for half an hour but 
withdrew it on request of the police, the OC said.

In Keraniganj, three people were killed in a three-way collision between 
a motorcycle, a CNG-run auto-rickshaw, and a microbus in Kanarchar 
area yesterday evening, reports our Savar correspondent. Identity of the 
deceased could not be confirmed until filing of this report.

The accident took place on the Kolatia-Keraniganj road around 5pm 
and left five people critically injured.

The injured were taken to Enam Medical College Hospital in Savar 
where on-duty doctors declared the three dead, Mostofa Kamal, said OC 
of Keraniganj Model Police Station.

The other two were admitted to ICU in critical condition, said Nasir 
Uddin, operation theater in-charge of the hospital.

In separate accidents in Faridpur, two people, including a school student, 
were killed in the last two days, reports our Faridpur correspondent.

In Saltha upazila, school student Mamun (11) was killed after a three-
wheeler ran him over at Baliya road around 5:30pm on Monday. Later, 
locals caught the driver and handed him over to police.

In another accident, biker Zahangir Sheikh (42) was killed after a truck 
hit his bike on the Dhaka-Barishal Highway yesterday. Police have seized 
the truck but the driver managed to flee the scene, said Sapur Ahamad, 

BAU suspends  
4 over stalking
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Bangladesh Agriculture University (BAU) 
authorities yesterday suspended four 
students after an allegation of stalking was 
brought against them.

The suspended students are, Nasir 
Uddin of agriculture engineering and 
technology faculty; Safayetul Islam of 
agriculture faculty, and Mobasher Hossain 
and Shamim Reza of veterinary science 
faculty. All of them are final-year honours 
students.

Another student was also served a 
show-cause notice asking him to reply 
within five days, but the name was not 
disclosed.

According to campus sources, the four 
started following a second-year female 
student on the campus around 7pm on 
Monday. Concerned, the student called 
another senior student nameed Hasibul 
Hasan for help.

Hasibul rushed to the spot and sent the 
girl to her dormitory, but the stalkers later 
engaged in fisticuffs with him. Injured, 
Hasibul was taken to BAU Healthcare 
Centre.

Contacted, Prof Dr Md Solaiman Ali 
Fakir, students affairs adviser, said they 
have heard about the stalking and “a clash 
between two groups of students”.

“We are investigating into the 
allegation and the university authorities 
have formed a five-member probe 
committee headed by Prof Dr AKM 
Zakir Hossain of agriculture faculty 
today [yesterday] to investigate into 
the incident,” said Prof Dr Md Azharul 
Hoque, proctor of the university.

The committee was asked to submit its 
report within five working days. 
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RAPE OF STUDENT

Two held
in N’ganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, N’ganj

Two people, including a 
local Jubo League leader, 
were arrested yesterday in 
a case filed over the rape 
of a madrasa student in 
Narayanganj Sadar upazila.   

The accused are Md 
Turjo (22) and Anisur 
Rahman Shyamol (35), 
acting president of Kashipur 
union Jubo League unit.

The duo was arrested 
following a case filed with 
Fatullah Model Police 
Station by the victim’s 
mother yesterday morning.

Aslam Hossain, officer-
in-charge (OC) of the 
police station, said on 
Sunday, Turjo abducted the 
girl, confined her in a flat 
with the help of his friends 
and then raped her. 

The girl’s family started 
looking for her as she did 
not return home. Acting on 
locals’ information, they 
rescued her from the flat. 

She was sent to 
Narayanganj General 
Hospital for treatment.

Turjo, who regularly 
stalked the 14-year-old on 
her way to the madrasa, was 
arrested in a raid yesterday. 
Meanwhile, Shyamol 
was arrested on charge of 
assisting the key accused to 
flee, the OC said. SEE PAGE 4 COL 5 

Looking out for our 
avian friends

10-day wild bird monitoring 
underway in Tanguar Haor

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Peering through cameras and panning across the vast 
Tanguar Haor is not an everyday activity. And when the 
main goal is to spot and track the many visiting birds, it just 
gets better. But this is no vacation; it is a mission to protect 
the place’s inhabitants and understand them further.   

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
initiated a ten-day wild bird monitoring programme at 
Sunamganj’s Tanguar Haor on Sunday.

As a part of the programme, IUCN wild bird monitoring 
team along with Bangladesh Forest Department and 
volunteers of Bangladesh Bird Club are conducting the 
bird research and monitoring camp.

The programme, being supported by Linnaeus 
University, will feature censuses, bird ringing, attaching 
GPS devices to long-distance migratory ducks, and tracking 
movement using artificial intelligence. Bird ringing is the 
practice of attaching a tag with a unique code on a bird’s 
body for future identification.

On the first day, the team conducted a water bird census 
-- led by Enam Ul Haque, founder of the bird club -- while 
IUCN researchers Sakib Ahmed and Zenin Azmiri, and 
renowned bird club members Paul Thompson and James 
Pender accompanied him.

A total of 51,368 birds of 35 species were recorded in 
the census. The highest counted number is that of the 
common coot (9,925). This year’s most notable birds were A huge flock of migratory birds fly over one of the many waterbodies in Sunamganj’s Tanguar Haor. Birds of several rarely-seen species visit 

the area around this time of the year. SEE PAGE 4 COL 5
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Mamata observes 
37th anniversary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mamata, a Chattogram-based NGO, has celebrated its 
37th founding anniversary amid much enthusiasm and 
festivity.

On the occasion, Mamata honoured four distinguished 
personalities from different backgrounds on Friday, for 
their significant contributions to the society, said a press 
release.

They are: MA Malek, editor of Dainik Azadi; Sabiha 
Nahar, former lawmaker and founding general secretary 
of Mamata; Jashim Uddin, a deputy managing director of 
Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation; and Mofizur Rahman, a 
beneficiary of Mamata.

The NGO also arranged various programmes -- including 
rally, discussion and award-giving ceremony -- to mark the 
day, the release added.

Chattogram city Mayor AJM Nasir Uddin, Deputy 
Director of Department of Social Services Mohammed 
Shahidul Islam, and top officials from Mamata -- including 
its President Badiuzzaman Khan Noni, General Secretary 
Mansur Masud and Chief Executive Rafique Ahamed -- 
spoke at the events.

Cash, valuables 
worth Tk 37 
lakh stolen from 

Malibagh flat
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Miscreants  stole gold 
ornaments, clothes, and 
cash worth around Tk 
37 lakh from a Malibagh 
apartment in Dhaka on 
Sunday night.    

Prof Mohammad Harun 
Ur Rashid and his daughter 
Rokeya Mahmuda, 
residents  of “Nokshi 
Villa”, filed a  general diary 
with Shahjahanpur Police 
Station.

Prof Harun said the 
burglary occurred after he 
and his daughter went to 
sleep, leaving their master 
bedroom empty, as his 
wife had gone to their 
elder daughter’s home the 
previous day.

The following morning, 
Rokeya went to the room 
around 7am and saw its 
furniture and belongings 
scattered, while a window 
grille was broken. The 
family suspects miscreants 
may have entered by 
cutting the grille.

City

HC orders to seize 
passports of 20
BSS, Dhaka 

The High Court yesterday ordered to freeze bank accounts 
and seize passports of 20 people, including former 
managing director of NRB Global Bank and Reliance 
Finance Limited Proshanta Kumar Halder. 

The court also appointed former central bank deputy 
governor Khondker Ibrahim Khaled as the independent 
director and chairman of International Leasing and 
Finance Service Limited to run the company.

The division bench of Justice Muhammad Khurshid 
Alam Sarkar passed the order after hearing on a writ 
petition filed by two stock market investors. 

The other 19 accused who have been barred to leave 
the country are: shareholder directors and top executives 
of International Leasing and Finance Service Limited 
MA Hashem, M Nurul Alam, Md Zahirul Alam, Nasim 
Anwar, Bashudeb Banerjee, Papia Banerjee, Momtaz 
Begum, Md Nowsherul Islam, Md Anwarul Kabir, Engr 
Md Nuruzzaman, Md Abul Hashem, Rashedul Haque, 
Proshanta Halder’s mother Lilaboti Halder, brother Pritish 
Kumar Halder, wife Susmita Saha, cousins Amitav Adhikari, 
Abhijit Adhikari, former managing director of Bank Asia 
Erfanuddin Ahmed and one Uzzal Kumar Nandi.


