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Mamata meets Modi
Asks him to rethink CAA, citizens’ list, NPR
NDTV ONLINE

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
met West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee yesterday after arriving in Kolkata 
on a two day-visit. 

The meeting at the Raj Bhavan came 
amid a bitter face-off between Modi’s BJP 
and Banerjee’s Trinamool Congress over 
the controversial Citizenship Amendment 
Act (CAA) that has triggered massive 
protests across India.

“It was a courtesy call since he has come to 
Bengal. I told the Prime Minister that people 
of the state are not accepting the CAA, NRC 
(National Register of Citizens) and NPR 
(National Population 
Register). I asked 
him to rethink these 
steps,” Mamata said.

The Chief Minister, 
one of the strongest 
critics of the new law, 
said PM Modi asked 
her to come for a 
meeting in Delhi on 
the issues since he 
had come to Bengal for other programmes.

“I also reminded him that the centre 
owes around Rs 38,000 crore to Bengal 
including Rs 7,000 crore as relief for 
Cyclone Bulbul,” Mamata said.

The PM is on a packed weekend visit to the 
Bengal capital for a number of inaugurations 
and ceremonies. He is likely to share the stage 
twice with Mamata who has been invited to 
two of the events, sources said.

PM Modi was received by Governor 
Jagdeep Dhankhar, state municipal affairs 
minister Firhad Hakim, West Bengal BJP 
president Dilip Ghosh and other senior BJP 
leaders at the airport which saw protests 
against the Citizenship Amendment Act 
outside the gate.

A huge security arrangement is being 
put in place in view of protests threatened 
by numerous outfits against the Prime 
Minister over the new citizenship law.

The Prime Minister’s first engagement 
is the inauguration of four recently 
refurbished heritage buildings in Kolkata 
- the Currency Building, Belvedere House, 
Metcalfe House, and the Victoria Memorial 
Hall. The event will take place at the Old 
Currency building.

Modi will go to Kolkata’s landmark 
Millenium Park on the banks of river 
Hooghly and kick off celebrations of 150 
years of the Kolkata Port Trust, India’s oldest 
operational port. Mamata has been invited 

for the programme.
Sources say the 

most spectacular item 
the Prime Minister 
will inaugurate is a 
new lighting system 
for Kolkata’s iconic 
Howrah Bridge.

Meanwhile, the 
government on Friday 
announced that the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act or CAA has 
come into force from January 10, 2020. 

In a gazette notification, the Union 
home ministry said the Act under which 
non-Muslim refugees from Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Afghanistan will be given 
Indian citizenship, will come into force 
from January 10.

The CAA was passed by the Parliament 
on December 11, 2019.

There have been widespread protests 
against the act in different parts of the country.

Those who are opposed to the legislation 
are saying that it is for the first time that 
India will grant citizenship on the basis of 
religion which violates the basic tenets of 
the country’s constitution.  

Taiwan re-elects Tsai in 
clear message to China
AFP, Taipei

Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen declared 
a landslide victory in yesterday’s election 
as voters delivered a stunning rebuke of 
Beijing’s campaign to isolate the self-ruled 
island and handed its first female leader a 
second term.

Tsai, 63, announced her victory 
as thousands of jubilant supporters 
cheered and waved flags outside 
her party headquarters with the 
ongoing vote count revealing an 
all but unassailable lead.

“Taiwan is showing the world 
how much we cherish our free, 
democratic way of life and how 
much we cherish our nation,” she told 
reporters.

Her main rival, Han Kuo-yu of the 
China-friendly Kuomintang (KMT) party, 
had conceded defeat shortly beforehand.

Official results showed Tsai was romping 
ahead with 57 percent -- more than eight 

million votes -- yesterday evening. Han 
trailed behind with 38 percent.

The Central Election Commission was 
still counting votes when Tsai declared, but 
Han knew he could not close the gap.

The result is a huge blow for Beijing, 
which has made no secret of wanting to see 

Tsai turfed out and the KMT take 
her place.

Over the last four years it ramped 
up economic and diplomatic 
pressure on the self-ruled island, 
hoping it would encourage voters 
to support Tsai’s opposition.

But the strong arm tactics 
backfired and voters flocked to 
her Democratic Progressive Party 

(DPP), fuelled in part by China’s hardline 
response to months of huge and violent 
pro-democracy protests in Hong Kong.

Tsai pitched herself as a defender of 
liberal democratic values against the 
increasingly authoritarian shadow cast by 
China under President Xi Jinping.

N Korea says 
it will resume 
US talks
AFP, Seoul

North Korea said yesterday 
it had received Donald 
Trump’s letter wishing a 
happy birthday to leader 
Kim Jong Un, but warned 
it would only return to 
nuclear talks if Washington 
fully accepts its demands.

The US president and 
Kim have held three 
meetings since June 2018 
but negotiations over 
denuclearisation have been 
largely deadlocked since 
the breakup of a summit in 
Hanoi last February.

Before the collapse of 
that meeting, Trump had 
said that he and Kim had an 
excellent relationship -- and 
had even “fallen in love”.

Kim Kye Gwan, North 
Korea’s foreign ministry 
adviser, said yesterday that 
Trump’s congratulatory 
letter to Kim had arrived in 
the isolated state directly 
from the United States.

“As acknowledged by 
the world, it is true that the 
personal relations between 
(Kim Jong Un) and 
President Trump are not 
bad,” he said in a statement 
carried by the official 
KCNA news agency.

However, it would be 
“absent-minded” to expect 
Pyongyang to resume 
dialogue because of that 
warm personal relationship, 
the statement continued.

2 US soldiers 
killed in south 
Afghanistan
AFP, Kabul

Two American soldiers 
were killed and two others 
injured in a roadside 
bomb attack on a US 
Army vehicle in southern 
Afghanistan yesterday, the 
Nato mission there said.

“In accordance with US 
Department of Defense 
policy, the names of the 
service members killed in 
action will be withheld 
until 24 hours after 
notification of next of kin 
is complete,” the Nato 
Resolute Support mission 
said in a statement.

The Taliban earlier 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack.

The incident took place 
in Dand district of southern 
Kandahar province, where 
a bomb hit a US armoured 
vehicle, provincial police 
spokesman Jamal Nasir 
Barkzai told AFP.

“Foreign forces were 
patrolling near the 
Kandahar airport when 
they were hit by a blast. 
We don’t have the details 
of the casualties because 
they have cordoned off the 
area,” he said. Violence in 
Afghanistan usually recedes 
as the cold winter sets in 
but this year the Taliban 
have pushed forward with 
their operations.

TALIBAN BOMB ATTACK

An apartment complex is pictured during a controlled implosion ordered by the Supreme Court for violating coastal construction regulations in 

Kochi, India yesterday. Four luxury waterfront high-rises in southern India will be reduced to rubble in controlled explosions this weekend in a 

rare example of authorities getting tough on builders who break environmental rules. PHOTO: AFP

Puerto Rico 
rattled by 
strong quake
AFP, Washington

A 5.9 magnitude 
earthquake rocked Puerto 
Rico yesterday, the latest in 
a series of powerful tremors 
that have shaken the US 
territory in recent days, 
the US Geological Survey 
reported.

The latest quake occurred 
at 8:54 am local time (1254 
GMT) around 13 kilometers 
(eight miles) southeast of 
Guanica, a town on the 
island’s southern Caribbean 
coastline that was hard hit 
by earlier quakes.

The USGS revised its 
initial report of a 6.0 
magnitude quake to 5.9.

It follows a 6.4 magnitude 
quake Tuesday that killed 
one person, knocked out 
electric power and caused 
widespread damage.

Puerto Rico Governor 
Wanda Vazquez declared 
a state of emergency after 
Tuesday’s quake, which 
forced an automatic 
shutdown of the power grid.

Puerto Rico’s electric 
power authority reported 
outages in the towns of 
Ponce, Lares, Adjuntas and 
San German after the latest 
quake.

The Pacific Tsunami 
Information Center in 
Hawaii issued a statement 
saying there was “no 
significant tsunami threat” 
but a small possibility of 
tsunami waves along coasts 
nearest the epicenter.


