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MP LITON MURDER

Killers’ execution 
demanded without 
delay
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

Speakers at a meeting yesterday demanded that 
the authorities concerned would waste no time 
in carrying out the death sentences of the killers 
of Gaibandha-1 (Sundarganj) lawmaker Manjurul 
Islam Liton. 

They made the demand at a meeting, commemorating 
the third anniversary of the killing, on the premises of 
Ashraf Ali Cold storage in Sundarganj upazila.

Presided over by AK Habib Sarker, principal of DW 
Degree College, the meeting was attended by several 
hundred people.  

Among others, Liton’s widowed wife Khurshid 
Jahan Smrity, Mehdi Mostafa Masud, Ataur Rahman, 
Sadequl Islam Dulal, Habibur Rahman Habi, Nasreen 
Sultana and Shyamoli Akhter also spoke at the 
programme. 

Earlier, leaders and activists from different 
political parties including Awami League and its 
affiliated bodies placed floral wreaths at the grave 
of Liton and offered prayers for the salvation of the 
departed soul.

On December 31, 2016, unknown assailants shot him 
dead inside his home in Sundarganj upazila around 
6:00pm. 

On November 28 in 2019, a Gaibandha court handed 
down death penalty to seven people, including former 
Gaibandha lawmaker from Jatiya Party Col (retd) Abdul 
Kader Khan, over the murder of Liton.

The other convicts are Anwarul Islam Rana, Shaheen Mia 
Santo, Rashedul Hasan Mehdi, Kader’s personal secretary 
Shamsuzzoha Sarker, Kader’s driver Abdul Hannan and 
Chandan Kumar Roy.

Of the seven convicts, Chandan fled to India nearly 
three years ago, soon after the murder, said police.  

People of 7 villages 
suffer as road 
collapses into river
SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Around 20,000 people of seven villages 
under Mithaganj and Nilganj unions in 
Kalapara upazila are badly suffering as 
around 2,000-foot area of the upazila 
connecting road at Tegachia Kheyaghat 
collapsed into the Sonatala river two 
weeks ago.

Local Government Engineering 
Department (LGED) built a six-kilometre 
paved road from Mithaganj to Baliatali 
around four years ago to ease locals’ 
communication with Kalapara upazila 
town as well as Kuakata sea beach.

A 2,000-foot part of the road was built 
on the flood control embankment in 
Tegachia Kheyaghat area and a guide wall 
was built a year ago to save it.

But it collapsed under the impact of 
huge tidal surges, much to the sufferings 
of the people of Golbunia, Tegachia, 
Azimuddin, Aramganj villages of Mithaganj 
and Mokimpur, Pakhimara and Sonatali 
villages of Nilganj union.

“Now over a hundred students have to 
walk on the mud to reach the Kheyaghta 
to attend school and often their books and 
dresses get dirty,” said Md Kazi Rasel, a 
teacher of Tegachia High School. 

“Now we can’t carry our goods easily. We 
have to cover eight kilometres more, which 
adds to the transportation cost,” said Md 
Sahid Gazi, a trader of Tegachia Bazar.

Paddy and vegetable growers who have 
to go the upazila town to sell their produce 
face the same problem.

Kazi Hemayet Uddin Hiron, chairman 
of Mithaganj union parishad, said he has 
informed the upazila LGED authority of 
the matter, seeking early step.

Kalapara Upazila LGED engineer Md 
Abdul Mannan said their attempt to save 
the road at Tegachia Kheyaghat failed due 
to strong tidal surges from the river.

“We informed the higher authority 
about the matter and we are trying best to 
rebuild the road. We asked the locals to use 
an alternative road,” he said. A collapsed portion of the road at Tegachia Kheyaghat on the Sonatala river in Patuakhali’s Kalapara upazila. PHOTO: SOHRAB HOSSAIN


