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Group Art Exhibition
Title: His Dream World

Venue: Shilpangan, Dhanmondi
Date: December 27 — January 11
Time: 3 pm—8pm

WHAT'S ON

Workshop

Tahsin Agaz Apurbo

Venue: Studio 6/6, Mohammadpur
Date: January 25, 2020

Time: 11am -6 pm

ARTS

Title: Kata Kuti - Collage Workshop by Kazi

Cultural Festival
Title: Bangladesh Shanskritik
Utshab 2020

Academy
Date: January 2- 23, 2020
Time: 4 pm -8 pm
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From Prematal to No Land’s Man

Tahsan reflects on his journey

ELita KARIM

It is not every day that one is invited to
Tahsan Khan's home, even if it is for an
interview. It was a cold night, and as the
hours were slowly ticking by, one could hear
someone covering Prematal from the outside,
a hit number originally performed by Tahsan
himself. “Must be a gaaye holud in the next
building!” exclaimed Tahsan. Sure enough,
the otherwise silent street was adorned with,
not one, but three buildings with lights and
decors, with blaring live covers by the glittery
holud bands.

“I have realised that when you are starting
out in life, you always go out of your way to
prove yourself,” pondered Tahsan. “Twelve
to fifteen years ago, [ was busy proving to
the world that I could write hit numbers.
Eight to ten years ago, I was busy proving my
acting abilities.”

In the early 2000s, not only had Tahsan
Khan set out to become a famous singer,
but had also gradually created a a place for
himself in the television insuaret. Over the
years, he evolved as an icon, where music
and tele-fictions were concerned. Some of
the TV fictions that he is still remembered
for are Neel Pori Nilanjana by Shihab Shahin
and Landphoner Dingulote Prem by Ashfaque
Nipun, among many others. Today, he is
one of the most sought after artistes for his
talents as an actor, a singer and a musician.

“I spend my time now thinking about
the people and organisations who have, in
one way or another, helped me reach this
point of success in my life,” says Tahsan.
“That is what my recent social media post
was all about. The year 2019 has gifted me
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We have lost many
legendary luminaries
this year who have
contributed generously
to art, music, film,
literature, photography,
dance, and and many
other genres. We hope
they rest in peace.
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with so many positive activities. I tried to
highlight some of them, if not all. From
adventure filled corporate endorsements at
exotic locations to cause related campaigns
on bullying, from taking a walk down

the memory lane with the original Black
members at The Daily Star office for an
interview to making memories with my
daughter, from performing at different parts
of the world to shooting my first English
feature film - this past year was amazing,
thanks to my family, friends, fans, big brands

Tahsan with Nawazuddin Siddiqui.

I work with and fellow journalists like you.”
With the help of UNHCR, Tahsan had
also visited the Rohingya camps in 2019,
where he tried to learn and understand the
conditions of an entire community who are
now living as refugees in Ukhia.

Tahsan was the highest tax paying artiste
in the country in 2019. “Gone are the days
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when opting for a music or film career was
considered taboo,” he says. “Today, you have
ways and pathways to do what you love to do
and make a decent living as well. When I pay
tax, it helps the country, in turn, helping me
and others like me. Yes, it is a slow process,
but the wheels have begun to roll. I dream to
see a Bangladesh where artistes will be able
to fend for themselves in times of crisis and I
believe this dream will soon be true!”

2019 has also been special for Tahsan
because of No Land’s Man. The upcoming
film, written and directed by internationally
acclaimed filmmaker Mostofa Sarwar
Farooki, deals with identity, spanning over
three continents. Starring critically awarded
actor and one of the top actors in the world
-- Nawazuddin Siddiqui from India, the
film also features Tahsan. “Thankfully, all
my scenes are with Nawazuddin, which is
why we got an opportunity to bond closely,”
said Tahsan. “Nawazuddin Siddiqui is a very
humble person. I believe that because he is
grounded, he is still able to soar higher, with
regards to his acting career.” The English film
is currently under production.

There is a saying which basically talks
about how the sky should not be the limit
and one can go beyond the limits if one
worked hard enough and if one wanted to. A
musician, actor, father and a teacher, Tahsan
Khan, however, simply wants to relax and
take one day at a time and do anything and
everything that makes him happy. “I am also
planning to write a poetry book,” he says.
“Composing and writing lines and poetry
came to me organically and I am focusing a
lot on humane feelings like empathy. I want
to the book at the Boi Mela of 2021.”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Venue: Bangladesh Shilpakala
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Musical Evening
Title: Plugged Out IV - One
Night Stand

Venue: Counter Culture Club,
Dhanmondi

Date: January 31, 2020
Time: 5 pm onwards
Tickets: BDT 300

CRACK International Art
Camp 2019 concludes

The 13th edition of the CRACK International Art
Camp (CIAC) 2019 concluded on December 30
through an open exhibition. The week-long creative
journey started in Smaran Matshya Beej Khamar in
Kushtia, Bangladesh on December 25. Around 20
artists from 4 countries joined this international art
camp. Artist and curator Professor Suresh K. Nair
from India curated this edition of CIAC. Participating
countries are Japan, India, Russia and Bangladesh.

Group Art Exhibition

Title: Breaking Ground: Modern Art in
Transition

Venue: Subir Choudhury Exhibition Hall,
Bengal Shilpalay, Dhanmondi

Date: Dec 17 — Feb 15

Time: 7 pm — 8 pm (Except Sundays)

PLUGGED OUT

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT DESK

Kumar Maskara (India), Shirin Shaikh
(India), Shakti Noman(Bangladesh), Tamiko
Takahsai (Bangladesh) and Urmila Banu
(India).

The participating artists utilised local
materials and surrounding environment
in their projects. They worked with this
year’s art camp theme, Roots, in their
site-specific and conceptual artworks.
Art lovers and local community people
joined the artists on the open day to see
the artworks and meet them at the camp
site in Kushtia.

The participating artists are Ashis Rathore
(India), Balagopalan Bethur (India),
Jewel Chakma (Bangladesh), Joya Barua
(Bangladesh), Lavrenty Repin (Russia),
Muntasub Rahman (Bangladesh), Md.
Sameen Yeasaar (Bangladesh), Nazmul
Hossen Nayon (Bangladesh), Poly Layla
(Bangladesh), Reiko Shimizu (Japan), S.
M. Reyad (Bangladesh), Sadia Sharmin
(Bangladesh), Semina Israt (Bangladesh),
Sutapa Borman (Bangladesh), Subhash

PHOTO: SHEIKH MEHEDI MORSHED

a5 e
W :\’ L S N
- & He *1;1]“1 el wop,
mer et Wy b dara BB

L [ o Y TR

': sk Miahal it h 8

PHOTO: COURTESY

AHMED IMTIAZ BULBUL
(JANUARY 22)

SHAHNAZ RAHMATULLAH
(MARCH 23)

AHMED KAISER
(APRIL 1)

ANISUR RAHMAN ANIS SUBIR NANDI MAYA GHOSH
(APRIL 29) (MAY 7) (MAY 19)
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(AUGUST 16)

KHALILUR RAHMAN BABOR
(AUGUST 26)

KALIDAS KARMAKAR
(OCTOBER 18)

PRITHWI RAJ
(December 15)

BASUDEB GHOSE
(DECEMBER 29)

MAHFUZUR RAHMAN KHAN
(DECEMBER 6)



