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Ronincyas USING MOBILES

2.94 lakh
SIMs to be
blocked

MUHAMMAD ZAHIDUL ISLAM

The government is set to block a few lakh mobile connections
that are currently being used in Rohingya camps in Cox’s
Bazar as it ramps up its efforts to crack down on criminal
activities by a section of the refugee population.

According to the SIM registration process, Rohingyas
cannot get mobile connection, for which a national ID
card or passport is needed.

The refugees have neither, and yet as many as 2.94 lakh
of the total of 11 lakh of them have managed local SIMs,
according to tests by the Bangladesh Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission between November 19 and 21 in
the camps in Ukhia and Teknaf upazilas.

“Our intelligence agencies have noticed that using these
mobile connections some Rohingyas are engaging in lots
of criminal activities,” Telecom Minister Mustafa Jabbar
told The Daily Star on Monday evening.

Earlier in September, the telecom watchdog blocked
3G and 4G services in the camp areas with the view to
checking the use of mobile communication applications
like WhatsApp, Viber and WeChat by the Rohingyas.

Some of the Rohingyas used the apps to contact people
in Myanmar and organise crimes on both sides of the
border, said a BTRC official. Later, all services, except voice
calls, were blocked in the area to tighten the situation.

Those were preceded by a blanket ban on SIM card sales
in the area. A mobile court put five Rohingyas behind bars
for setting up shops in Cox’s Bazar and selling mobile
phones and SIM cards to refugees.

And yet, it appears none of the steps were fully effective
in checking the Rohingyas from using mobile services.

The tests conducted by the BTRC technical team, which
is comprised of representatives of all mobile operators, last
month also found 3G and 4G reception of Banglalink and

Teletalk.
SEE PAGE 10 COL 6

Diggers of BIWTA demolish illegal structures on the Turag in
Dhour area of Ashulia on the outskirts of the capital yesterday

during an eviction drive. Inset, large drainage pipes, which were
being built and sold there, being destroyed. ermmamEnt: o

On this day
in 1971

DECEMBER 25
Prime Minister
Tajuddin Ahmad
urges the states of the
world to acknowledge
Bangladesh as an
independent and
sovereign state.
“Bangladesh wants
to keep a peaceful
diplomatic relation
with every state,”

he says in a press
conference at
Bangabhaban. He
assures of making

a constitution for
Bangladesh and
promises that it would
reflect the aspiration
of Bangladeshis.

He says that the
prime duty would

be reconstructing

the economy of the
war-torn country and
to rehabilitate the
Bangladeshi refugees
in India. About the

Muktibahini, the
premier says that
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A man covers a child’s nose as they go past large dumpsters with burning trash in the
capital’s Malibagh Chowdhurypara yesterday. The open dumpsters are not only polluting O AMUL HAQ For NPR, “it will not be fafe-33538
the environment, but also occupying a lane of the street. 5
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