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U-loops for easing gridlock

Land acquisition related complications leave project in limbo
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This U-loop on Airport Road near Uttara-3 was opened to traffic around six months back, with an aim to ease traffic

congestion.
HELEMUL ALAM

Though the U-loop project from
Uttara to Saatrasta was undertaken
with an aim to ease traffic congestion
in Dhaka, it could not be completed
over the last three years due to land-
related complications.

The project was initiated by the
late Dhaka North City Corporation
(DNCC) Mayor Annisul Huq. So far
only two out of 11 U-loops have been
completed and work on another is
going on.

Project director of the U-loop,
Khandoker Mahbub Alam of DNCC
said the construction work of eight
U-loops could not be started due to
complexity in land acquisition.

The complication has already
been resolved and a revised project
proposal of Tk 31.81 crore has been
sent to the Planning Commission on
October 7 through Local Government

Intent to save rivers creates
row between BIWTA, railway

Division, he added.

He said the complication
involving land -- has been resolved
verbally and they are just waiting for
approval from Planning Commission.

“Once we get permission, we will
start the work and hope it will be
completed within six months,” the
project director said.

Now they are trying to implement
the project taking land from
government agencies, he said.

The project cost was Tk 24.83
crore initially. It has gone up due to
compensation to relocate structures
of Road Transport and Highways
Division, he added.

The U-loops will be constructed
at Kuril level crossing, Banani-27,
near Banani Railway Station, Banani
Chairmanbari, Amtali, Mohakhali
Bus Terminal, Kohinoor Chemical
Intersection and Saatrasta in Tajgaon.

Two U-loops near Uttara Jasim

Cabinet division to hold meeting today

TuHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

specific opinion over the issue, it added.

The row over giving vertical clearance to
several railway bridges between Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport Authority (BIWTA)
and Bangladesh Railway (BR) has now

reached the Cabinet Division.

Failing to solve the problem at an inter-
ministerial meeting on December 9, the
railways ministry requested the Cabinet

Division to come up with a solution.
The division is scheduled to hold

inter-ministerial meeting with the cabinet
secretary in the chair today, said BR and

ministry officials.
The conflict started after BIWTA,

its bid to save rivers and increase their
navigability, changed categories of several

rivers at different points.

It issued a gazette on November 13 last
year, replacing the earlier one [April 2010],
said a BIWTA official. To construct a bridge
across a river, any authority has to take
both horizontal and vertical clearance from

BIWTA, the official added.

But a railway ministry letter sent to the
cabinet on December 12 said the changes
in the category has created complexity for
several under-construction and soon-to-
be-constructed bridges as well as bridges

under consideration.

It mentioned Kalurghat Bridge

Chattogram, Tongi Bridge and Garai Bridge
in Kamarkhali. BIWTA officials present on
December 9 meeting could not give any
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If the issue of vertical clearance [of rail
bridges] is not resolved, it would create an
impasse over the project. Besides, cost and
duration of the project will escalate, the

between standard high water level of a river

The limit has been divided into four
categories. The first category mentions that
vertical clearance has to be minimum 18.30
metres, second category 12.20 metres, third
category 7.62 metres while fourth 5 metres.

has already started under the project of
“Construction of 3rd and 4th Dual Gauge
Line in Dhaka-Tongi and Dual Gauge
Double Line in Dhaka-Joydevpur Sections”.

But it remained suspended from April
following opposition from BIWTA, project
director Shahidul Islam told The Daily Star
yesterday. BIWTA upgraded the category
of this point of Turag river to second from

“Physical work of Tongi Bridge has

said Md
Shamsuzzaman, director general of BR.

On the other hand, the letter said BIWTA
in November 2011 gave vertical clearance to
a new Kalurghat Bridge over Karanphuli
river under the third category. But it has

upgraded the category at Kalurghat point in
SEE PAGE 4 COL 5
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Uddin Road and in front of Rab-1
Office were completed and opened to
traffic around six months back, he said.

Ninety percent work on another at
Kawla has been done, he added.

DNCC needs 1.36 acres of land
from Roads and Highways Department
(RHD), 0.22 acres from Bangladesh
Railway, 0.09 acres from Land Record
and Survey Department and 0.06
acres belonging to National Housing
Authority to set up the U-loops.

The revised project proposal
was sent to the LGD in September
incorporating the compensation of
Tk 5.50 crore to Roads and Highways
Department and it was sent to the
Planning Commission on October 7
this year, said Mahbub.

DNCQC initially took the decision
to build 22 U-shaped loops along a
36-kilometre stretch of Dhaka-Gazipur

Road to ease traffic congestion.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 5
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Sir Fazle Hasan Abed, KCMG
1936-2019

“We mourn the loss of an

extraordinary human being.
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We are grateful for the life of a
giant of humanity.”

Professor Vincent Chang, Vice-Chancellor,
on behalf of BRAC University

BRAC

UNIVERSITY

Inspiring Excellence

Frerrerirs SR

27 S

distance

bridge.

Bridge

change

Nazirshail Standa

S~ -

Miniket (Premium)

B

Mosur Dal { Premium)
K

&)
=45
T
Chola Dal
Kg.

-

Boot Dal 1
Kg.

Tk
14

Bolder Dal
Kg

a2

Bashundhara Atta
2ig

Fresh Milk Powder
1 kg

-

VR

" IRIITTITET .

vy

FAN QIETT AT O IETS! (I
T TS WGEAS FHE (@@
ST TATSER SAeTSe et

HTACAd BYST JITeET e

e g2, 4y A, GHINZ A,
o, SA-aeEr qifiaey, @,
CeTE (GfCe @ SeTan ANFETE AT
qefe faur gwie a1 21

S

(936 A TfFFmET qeF)

www.bdbl.com.bd

Fresh Soyabean Oil Tup / Pepsi
2L

« B

My
= 470 80

ltal Pasta Goffetti Rigati  Bonjour Strawberry Jam
S500em 45gm

4

CBL Munchee

| X} g

125

CBL Munchee Vanilla Wafer'
00gm

Getl |
FREE

Bashundhara Maida
2kg

Savoy ICE Cream

Boro Plus Aloevera

& Milk

- 3l

o=
® G
o e g

#°5s  FREE

Mazola Com Oil
- 426 Lir

&
Mk

[

B

Kirkland Signature Oil
.['nnn!u Ohl 2.84 Itr

Kirkland Signature
Walnuts 1.36kg

Ho
OFF

Emaze Aura Pour
Femme Perfume

\

Kirkland Signature Extra Fancy
Unsalted Mixed Nots 1.13jg

100m].

Get 1
FREE

Kirkland Signature
Whole Fancy Cashews 1.1 3kg

o

Fresh Gourmet Organic

Croutons

OFF

Everyday Low Price!

Starbucks Coffe Member's Mark Almonds

261 ml
a

DF?D
Kirkland Signature

Kirkland Signature
= Cranherry Juice

Eo!

| Member's Mark Natural

Shelled Walnuts

Juliana's Grated
Parmesan Chotse 28 gm

==
2o bo

SrAmE BiAE

Jamuna Future Park, B-2, Ka-244, Progati Sarani, Kuril, Baridhara, Dhaka-1229.




